
 
Great Plains Emphasis Area Team 

 Name: Dana Roth   
Title: ARD 
Program: Science Applications 
Location: Albuquerque, NM 
Length of Federal service: 14 years Federal service 
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas Team?  
Dana brings her expertise in building partnerships to facilitate 
development and transfer of science and technology, with over 10 
years international experience, and four years at the USFWS in 
the SW Region. She oversees three Southwest Landscape 
Conservation Cooperatives and the advancement of a partnership 
based approach to landscape conservation.  Dana is also the 
Alternate Steering Committee rep of the Great Plains Landscape 
Conservation Cooperative. 
 

 

Name: Ken Collins 
Title: Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
Program: Ecological Services  
Location: Tulsa, OK 
Length of Federal Service: 31 years 
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas Team?  
During his time with the Ecological Services Program, Ken has 
been involved with listing and recovery of threatened and 
endangered species, evaluation of Federal water resource 
development projects, and water quality/contaminant 
studies.  Most recently he has been involved with listing of the 
lesser prairie-chicken (LEPC), review of the WAFWA LEPC 
Rangewide Plan and working with the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and Farm Services Agency (both in USDA) 
to implement LEPC conservation.  Thanks to his time working 
with the program, Ken has a considerable knowledge base 
regarding the life history and ecology of the LEPC. 
 

 Name: Brent Bristow 
Title: Project Leader 
Program: Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Conservation 
Location: Oklahoma Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office 
Length of Federal Service: 26 years of Federal service 
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas Team?  
Brent has served as the program (FARC) representative to a 
number of similar conservation planning teams including 
Surrogate Species, Landscape Conservation, Strategic Habitat, 
Ecoteams etc.  He has a great deal of experience in fisheries 
management, particularly paddlefish and T & E species. 
 



 

Name: Nicole Athearn, Ph.D. 
Title:  Coordinator of the Great Plains Landscape Conservation 
Cooperative 
Program: Science Applications 
Location: Norman, Oklahoma, Central Climate Science Center 
Length of Federal Service: 12 years 
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas Team?  
Nicole started her federal career in 2002 as a waterbird biologist 
and salt pond restoration science program coordinator with the 
U.S. Geological Survey in the San Francisco Bay area of 
California.  She came to the Fish and Wildlife Service in 2009 as 
the team lead for the Klamath Strategic Habitat Conservation 
Team in the Klamath Basin of northern California and southern 
Oregon. She moved to her current position in February of 2014.  
Her background is in wildlife ecology, landscape ecology, 
systems modeling, and decision analysis.  As the Coordinator of 
the Great Plains Landscape Conservation Cooperative, Nicole can 
help identify important themes not only within the Service but 
across the LCC partnership and the greater conservation 
community in the Great Plains.  
“Our strength in conservation delivery will come from our ability 
to be focused and strategic, and to do that we will need to 
organize around specific conservation goals in the Great Plains.”  
 

 
 

Name: Dan Collins 
Title: Migratory Game Bird Coordinator 
Program: Migratory Birds  
Location:  Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Length of Federal service:  7 years  
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas Team?  
My background / specialty is in wetland and waterfowl ecology 
and management but I also have strong interests in shorebird and 
rangeland ecology and management.  
 
 
 
 

 Name: Debra Bills  
Title: Field Supervisor  
Program: Ecological Services  
Location: Arlington, Texas  
Length of Federal service:  
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas Team?  
With my work in ES, I look bring a commitment to ecosystem 
health and innovative partnerships. 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Name:  Jude Smith 
Title: Wildlife Refuge Manager  
Program: National Wildlife Refuge System 
Location: Muleshoe National Wildlife Refuge, Muleshoe, Texas 
Length of Federal service: 22 years  
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas Team? 
Jude has worked in the western half of the emphasis area most of 
his career.  This work has included both terrestrial and aquatic 
resources.  Most recently, his work has involved land 
management practices including prescribed grazing and fire.  
 

 Name: Bill Johnson 
Title: Natural Resources Biologist  
Program: National Wildlife Refuge System 
Location:  Canyon, Texas  
Length of Federal service:  5 years  
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas Team?  
Fifteen years experience in Great Plains—playa wetlands research 
and management, migratory bird monitoring, and grassland bird 
monitoring.  
 
 
 
 

 

Name:  Omar Bocanegra 
Title:  Supervisory Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
Program:  Ecological Services 
Location:  Arlington, Texas Field Office 
Length of Federal service: 16 years 
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Area Team? I 
have experience working to find common ground among diverse 
groups of stakeholders with different missions, both locally and 
nationally.   The majority of my service has been in a private 
lands state, which gives me the perspective of private interests in 
conservation. 


