
East Texas & Oklahoma Emphasis Area Team 

 Name:  Michelle Shaughnessy 
Title:  Assistant Regional Director  
Program:  Ecological Services  
Location: R2 Regional Office, Albuquerque, NM 
Length of Federal service: 
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas Team?  
 
 

 Name:  Greg Esslinger 
Title: Acting Deputy Chief 
Program: Division of Migratory Birds 
Location: R2 Regional Office, Albuquerque, NM 
Length of Federal service: 34 years 
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas 
Team?   My expertise is in migratory bird management and the 
migratory bird habitat conservation partnerships (i.e., migratory 
bird habitat joint ventures). 
 
 

 Name: Kerry Graves 
Title: Project Leader 
Program: Fisheries and Aquatic Conservation 
Location: Tishomingo National Fish Hatchery, Tishomingo, 
Oklahoma 
Length of Federal service: 32 years of Federal service 
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas 
Team?  Captive propagation of imperiled aquatic species. 
 
 

 Name: Jonna Polk 
Title:  Field Supervisor  
Program:  Ecological Services  
Location:  Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Length of Federal service: 
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas Team?  
 
 
 
 

 Name: Adam Zerrenner 
Title: Field Supervisor 
Program: Ecological Services 
Location: Austin Ecological Services Field Office 
Length of Federal service: 18 years  
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas 
Team? Eight years working on water issues in Texas and strong 
relationships with our partners. 
 



 Name: David Hoth 
Title:  Assistant Field Supervisor  
Program: Ecological Services  
Location: Clear Lake Ecological Services Field Office, Houston, 
Texas  
Length of Federal service: 13 
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas Team?  
 
 

 Name: James Broska 
Title: Science Coordinator 
Program: Science Applications - Great Plains LCC 
Location: Albuquerque, NM 
Length of Federal service: 23 Years 
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas 
Team?  My experience in the Service and the USGS for the first 
18 years of my federal career was in Hydrogeology, Hydrology 
and Water Rights.  The last 5 years I have been working to bring 
Great Plains LCC partners together to develop 
management relevant science and 
research for wildlife conservation. 
 

 Name:  David Weaver 
Title:  Refuge Manager 
Program:  National Wildlife Refuge System 
Location:  Little River National Wildlife Refuge 
Length of Federal service:  23 Years 
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas Team?  
I have spent 22 years of my Federal career working in Region 2 
for the National Wildlife Refuge System.  I have worked 
extensively in the restoration and management of wetlands 
and bottomland hardwood forest habitats, for waterfowl and other 
Federal trust species, to meet the conservation goals of the refuge 
system.   
 

 Name: Jim Mueller, Ph.D. 
Title: I&M Zone Biologist, Central and East Texas 
Program: National Wildlife Refuge System 
Location: Balcones Canyonlands NWR 
Length of Federal service: 4 years  
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas 
Team?  I have conducted field studies in Texas for more than 20 
years. My current position involves prioritizing conservation 
efforts to maximize the ecological value of NWRS lands. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Name: Peter Burck 
Title: Hydrologist 
Program: National Wildlife Refuge System, Division of Water 
Resources 
Location: Regional Office, Albuquerque, NM 
Length of Federal service: 4 years 
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas Team?  
I've been developing Water Resource Inventories and 
Assessments (WRIAs) reports, the water component of the I&M 
program, for several refuges located within this emphasis area. 
WRIAs summarize the water-related threats and needs and 
provide an overview of refuge water resources, water 
infrastructure, water monitoring, water quality, and water rights. 
  
 

 

Name: Raye Nilius  
Title:  Refuge Supervisor, Oklahoma and North Texas 
Location: Stationed in the field at Hagerman NWR, Sherman, TX 
Length of Federal service: 17 years 
What strengths do you bring to your Emphasis Areas Team? 
Partnerships that have something for everyone. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


