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Outline:

– Environmental Conservation Online System (ECOS)

– ECOS interface with the Threatened and Endangered 
System (TESS)

– Designated Critical Habitat for Threatened & 
Endangered Species

– IPaC as a tool for ESA consultations

– IPaC interface with the Tracking and Integrated 
Logging System (TAILS)

– Species list request

– National Wetlands Inventory



• What is ECOS?

– Environmental Conservation Online System

• Gateway web site. 

• Provide access to data systems in USFWS and other 
federal government data sources. 

• Assists USFWS personnel in managing data and 
information.

• Provide public access to information from numerous 
Service databases. 

• Managed from HQ with super users at the Field Offices.



http://ecos.fws.gov





Through ECOS you can get to the Threatened and Endangered
Species System (TESS)

http://ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/






ECOS and TESS as a source of information…



Designated Critical Habitat for Threatened & 
Endangered Species in ECOS





Designated Critical Habitat GIS 
DATA



Critical Habitat for TESS



• Summary:

– We know how to get to ECOS. 

– We know how to search species information.

– We know how to get Critical Habitats information 
from TESS. 



IPaC as a tool for ESA consultations





• What is IPaC?
– The Information for Planning and Consultation

• An interface of ECOS and TESS

• Managed by the HQ and Field Offices

– IPaC provides you up-front information to help
reduce your design costs and environmental impacts
and to ensure that measures you take contribute to
the overall health of the species.

– In IPaC, the Caribbean Field Office has uploaded
species suitable habitats for the PR and USVI to assist
with Section 7 Consultations.



• What can I get from IPaC?
– A Trust Resource List

• Threatened & Endangered Species (now available!)
• Designated Critical Habitat Areas (now available!)
• National Wildlife Refuges (now available!)
• Migratory Birds (now available!)
• Wetlands Conservation (future!)
• Invasive Species Issues (future)

– Recommended USFWS Conservation Measures 
(CMs) that detail how you can avoid, minimize, and 
mitigate impacts that may result from potential 
activities

– A Report containing all this information that can be 
downloaded and printed.



• What are our goals with IPaC?

– Provide you as much information as possible up-
front to aid project design, reduce your design
costs by minimizing the potential for design
changes, and reduce environmental impacts.

– Be open, transparent, and consistent. We want
you to understand what a species needs and why.

– Ensure that any conservation measures you
implement will make a real difference and that
we are not just asking you to do them just for the
sake of doing something.



You can access by: 
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ 









Different 
views















Conservation Measures 
for the species in the 
defined Project Area



If Project Design Guidelines are not available for the species, you should contact the CESFO







You can add a project name and define the project 
description. 



IPaC interface with the Tracking and Integrated 
Logging System (TAILS)



• What is TAILS?

– Tracking and Integrated Logging System 

• An interface of IPaC and ECOS

• Managed by Super Users in the Region.

– Internet-based Field Office activity tracking
system.

– It is designed to promote and provide consistent
recording and reporting of "Activities".
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Wait for the documents!
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Will be available soon!



Now what?
• Use the Project Guidelines to 

plan your project. 
• Add them to you planning, 

recognize the species 
presence. 

• Make your determination in 
base of the information 
obtained. 

• Contact our biologists if you 
need assistance. 

• Send the project package 
with the consultation code to 
the office for concurrence.



National Wetlands Inventory



• What is the National Wetland Inventory
(NWI)?

– is a publicly available resource that provides
detailed information on the abundance,
characteristics, and distribution of US wetlands.

– NWI data are used by natural resource managers,
within the US FWS and throughout the Nation, to
promote the understanding, conservation and
restoration of wetlands.

– You can access to https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/

https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/












Now what?

• A wetland delineation will
be needed.

• You should contact the
Army Corps of Engineers
(COE).

• The COE will lead you
through the process.



Questions?

Contact information:

Angel Giovannie Colón-Santiago

angel_colon-santiago@fws.gov

(787) 851-7297 x 214

mailto:angel_colon-santiago@fws.gov

