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Roosevelt Roads Naval Station

• Approximately 8,660 acres 

• Supported habitat for ten (10) 
listed species.

• Designated Critical Habitat for 
YSBB.

• Proposal included 3,868 acres for 
re-use in 8 re-developed zones

• Conservation Zone of  3,333 
acres (Zone 9 – No development 
allowed)

• NEPA & Section 7 of ESA 
Compliance required.
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Chronology of Section 7 Consultation

• March 2004 - Navy formally ceased military operations and closed RRNS.

• As part of that closure an Environmental Assessment (EA) was produced for NEPA compliance. The USFWS 
was a cooperating agency in the production of the EA. 

• For Section 7 compliance, USFWS worked with the Navy and its consultants on the Biological Assessment 
(BA) to ensure that the transfer of lands would not adversely affect Federally listed species on the property.

• The resulting BA, published in 2006, and EA, published in 2007, included the implementation of 
conservation measures for the terrestrial listed species as part of the mitigation of the project. Informal 
Section 7 consultation was concluded in April 2006. 

• Since any development project in the water will require a Federal Permit, consultation for the Antillean 
manatee was not concluded in 2006, and it will be required when projects are submitted to the Federal 
Action Agency.    

• A Supplemental EA was published in 2011 to transfer the lands to the government of Puerto Rico under the 
administration of the Local Reuse Authority (LRA).  However, this did not change the conservation 
measures for listed species established in the Section 7 consultation.





Brown Pelican - delisted in 2009
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Re-use and Conservation Parcels

The Navy divided the property into 
parcels, each parcel was evaluated 
for listed species and parcel specific 
conservation recommendations 
were made.  These conservation 
measures are part of the parcel 
deed. 



Examples of Conservation Measures 
found in the EA



Depending on the location, a 
land parcel may have several 
conservation recommendations 
for each species found on that 
parcel



Sea Turtle Conservation Measures for RRNS 
(33 parcels)

• Avoid vegetation removal, fence 
installation, construction, and light 
installation within 50 meters from high 
tide

• Designate buffer zone (20-50m) and 
plant sea grape & native vegetation

• Prepare and implement a 
comprehensive lighting plan (shielding, 
lowering, LPS, Ambar LEDs, planting).

• Conduct light inspection to identify and 
correct any problematic lights.

• Enhance costal vegetation & protect 
from vehicular traffic.



Strategies for Lighting Plans

LPS-

Shoebox

Step Lights- Wall mounted
Indirect lights

Bollard lights

Cylinder  light

¯



Antillean Manatee

• Although Section 7 
consultation was not 
conducted for activities that 
may affect manatees at the 
former RRNS, it was 
recognized that impacts to 
the manatee could occur 
with increased boat traffic 
or habitat degradation. 

• Any work in the water that 
requires Federal permits, 
will need a Section 7 
consultation with the 
Service. 
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• For compliance of Section 7 of the ESA, 
conservation recommendations for 
YSBB, PR Boa, VI boa and Sea Turtles 
need to be implemented in the re-use 
of RRNS

• Any water-related project will need a 
Section 7 consultation for the Antillean 
manatee

• BA for the re-use plan is available 
at:https://www.rd.usda.gov/files/Envir
onmental%20Assessment%20for%20th
e%20Disposal%20of%20Naval%20Activ
ity%20Puerto%20Rico%20-
%20English%20Version.pdf

In Summary:



For Additional Information

Contact Us at

Marelisa_rivera@fws.gov

787-851-7297 extension 206
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