
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

Manatee Wildlife Viewing on Crystal River National Wildlife Refuge 
Citrus County, Florida 

Environmental Assessment 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) proposes a number of significant 
management measures to better protect endangered Florida manatees in Three Sisters 
Springs and improve visitors' wildlife viewing experience through improved crowd 
management and safety for the 2014-2015 winter season. Proposed are two cordoned-off 
and closed no-public entry areas inside Three Sisters Springs to prevent disturbance of 
manatees, a divide of the spring run canal to separate manatees and humans 
entering/exiting the springs, and a ban of all watercraft from November 15, 2014, to 
March 31, 2015. In addition, the entire Three Sisters Springs may be closed to all public 
entry, via the water, for specific times during cold weather events to further safeguard the 
physiological survival needs of resting manatees. 

The Service has analyzed a number of alternatives to the proposal, including the 
following: 

I. NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE

Under the 'No Action Alternative', the Crystal River National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) 

would not implement any management measures under the National Wildlife Refuge 
Administration Act in the warm water springs located at Three Sisters Springs except for 
those measures already identified in the Kings Bay Manatee Protection Area Rule for 
extreme cold weather events, in the 12 prohibitions, and in the Management Agreement 
of 2010 and Three Sisters Springs Project Management Plan (Florida Communities Trust 
2012). The Three Sisters Springs would remain open to the public for 
kayaking/canoeing, swimming, and snorkeling during the winter months while manatees 
are using the springs, with no additional improvements in management. 

II. PROPOSED ACTION ALTERNATIVE

Under the 'Proposed Action Alternative', the Service would implement the following 
precautionary measures under the National Wildlife Refuge Administration Act for the 
2014 - 2015 manatee winter season enabling the Service to avert the potential for 
disturbance of manatees associated with watercraft and incompatible manatee viewing 
activities: 

1. Continue to implement temporary full closures to prohibit visitation inside the
warm water springs located at Three Sisters Springs during extreme cold weather
events and to avoid violations of the 12 prohibitions identified by the Kings Bay
Manatee Protection Area Rule.

2. Install an in-water, non-motorized vessel tie-up/disembarking area east of the
warm water springs located at Three Sisters Springs, and allow management
flexibility to prohibit vessels and large inflatable floats within the spring heads as
well as the spring run in order to prevent manatee disturbance and potentially
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IV. DETERMINATION

The proposal has been thoroughly coordinated with all interested and/or affected parties. 
Parties contacted include: the Service's North Florida Ecological Services Office; City of 
Crystal River, Southwest Florida Water Management District; Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission; U.S. Geological Survey manatee researchers; local 
stakeholders; interested parties; community groups; and national and local non­
government organizations. 

Therefore, it is our determination that the proposal does not constitute a major Federal 
action significantly affecting the quality of the human environment under the meaning of 
section 102(2)(c) of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (as amended). As 
such, an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is not required. An environmental 
assessment has been prepared in support of this finding and is available upon request to 
the Service facility identified above. 

Regional Chief, National Wildlife Refuge System Date 
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