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National Wildlife Refuge Creation:   

Options for Private Landowners 

Participation is  
completely voluntary 

Rights and responsi-
bilities of the original 

landowner 

Rights and responsibili-
ties of the Fish and Wild-

life Service 

Fee-title sale 

The Service purchases 
the land from a willing 

Ownership, with associ-
ated rights and respon-
sibilities, transfers to 
the Service 

As purchaser of the proper-
ty, the Service inherits rights 
and responsibilities associ-
ated with ownership. 

Conservation easement 
Landowner agrees to 
transfer certain develop-
ment rights, specified in 
the easement, to the Ser-
vice for habitat manage-
ment. Easement terms 
agreed to by landowner. 

Owner retains owner-
ship of the land yet 
transfers certain rights 
to the Service. Land 
uses that would ad-
versely affect native 
plants and animals are 
normally restricted. 
Easement terms agreed 
to by landowner. 

Service acquires certain 
rights providing it the ability 
to manage for fish and wild-
life on the property. Ease-
ment terms agreed to by 
landowner. 

Management agreement 
The Service enters into 
an agreement with a land-
owner specifying land 
management activities 
the owner will conduct 
over a period of time, of-
ten with some level of 
Service support. 

Property owners retain 
all rights and responsi-
bilities related to prop-
erty ownership. Addi-
tional commitments 
may be included in the 
management agree-
ment, which the Service 
and the landowner 
would willingly enter 
into. 

The Service would have no 
rights or responsibilities as-
sociated with property own-
ership. Additional commit-
ments may be included in 
the management agree-
ment, which the Service and 
the landowner would willing-
ly enter into. 

Technical and  
financial assistance 
The Service may offer 
technical and financial 
assistance to landowners 
for specific projects to 
improve fish and wildlife 
habitat on their property. 

Property owners retain 
all rights and responsi-
bilities related to prop-
erty ownership. 

The Service would have no 
rights or responsibilities as-
sociated with property own-
ership. 

To help develop Paint 
Rock River National Wild-
life Refuge, we’ve identi-
fied a Conservation Part-
nership Area in the upper 
watershed. This area con-
tains large tracts of decid-
uous forest and numerous 
streams. Within this Con-
servation Partnership Ar-
ea, we’ll work with willing 
landowners to acquire 
property to create the ref-
uge, but we’ll also explore 
other options that would 
allow interested and willing 
landowners to help with 
stream and forest conser-
vation efforts while retain-
ing ownership of their 
land. 

The Service only works with willing landowners and no one is under any obligation to sell their land or otherwise 
participate in the creation of the refuge or habitat conservation. For landowners within the Conservation Partner-
ship Area who are interested in helping create the refuge or protect streams and forests, there are options. 

Partners fish-barrier removal 
project. 
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