Evans Road Fire North Carolina
Incident Management Team
UPDATE

June 11, 2008

http://inciweb.org/state/34 9:00 p.m.

For fire information: For other information:
919-472-4101(primary) On impacts to Pocosin Lakes
252-943-3732 (backup) National Wildlife Refuge

Contact: Bill Swartley, Lead PIO Contact: Bonnie Strawser at
Information Center, ICP 252-423-0815 or 252-473-1131 Ext. 230
Bill.Swartley@ncmail.net Bonnie Strawser@fws.gov

Current Status

The Evans Road Fire exhibited relatively minimal fire behavior today. A slow-spreading surface fire was
characterized by creeping, smoldering and occasional tree torching. The high potential for reburn still
remains a concern to fire managers. Field observers were able to better define the fire’s size and their
reconnaissance yielded an adjusted number of 39,779 acres. Containment remains at 40% and 20 miles of
containment lines still need to be constructed or improved.

A wind shift did not significantly push the fire toward containment lines; however, this wind change to
the southwest will cause the smoke plume to move further inland and impact air quality in some of the
major metropolitan areas of the state, including the Triangle and the Triad areas. The National Weather
Service has already issued special weather statements for Raleigh-Durham in advance of the westward
moving smoke. At least one hospital near the fire has moved its respiratory patients to another hospital
located away from the smoke plume. The NC Division of Air Quality mobilized its Air Toxics
Assessment Team today to monitor air quality near the fire. The team will be bringing a range of air
monitoring equipment, including its Mobile Air Monitoring Lab. They will have the capability to test for
arange of air pollutants. Portable monitors will be set out at various locations around the perimeter of the
fire, and sampling results will be available within the next few days. The Division also operates a
permanent monitoring site in Jamesville which tests for particle pollution and ozone.

Local residents living to the north and east of the fire will have an opportunity to learn more about current
fire suppression operations at a fire Information Community meeting in Columbia planned for this
coming Saturday. The meeting will be held at the Pocosin Lakes National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center
in the Walter B Jones, Sr. Center for the Sounds Auditorium. The meeting will start at 7:00 P.M.

There are now 448 personnel supporting this incident and more resources continue to arrive from other
states. Fire suppression costs have increased to $1,738,972 and do not fully include operational costs
incurred by cooperating local and federal agencies.

As aresult of Hyde County Emergency Management’s recent use of their reverse 911 system to support
community evacuations, they have announced that residents can add their cell phone number to this
emergency system. This can be done by emailing their cell phone number, name and street address to the
county at em@hydecountync.gov . Alternatively, this information can be communicated to the county by
calling (252) 926-4367.

Additional information on the fire, including announcements, photos and maps can be found by visiting
the Inciweb (http://inciweb.org/state/34) web site.

Resources on the Fire

36 tractor/plow units; 3 flex tracks; 6 helicopters; 51 engines; 1 scout plane, 1 air tanker; 1 air tactical
group plane, 4 water tenders

Cooperators

Hyde County Emergency Management, NC Division of Emergency Management, National Weather
Service, NC DOT, US Fish & Wildlife Service; Hyde County VFD; Hyde County Sheriff’s Office;
Ponzer VFD; Belhaven VFD; Washington County Emergency Management Washington County Sheriff’s
Office; Tyrrell County Emergency Management; Tyrrell County Sheriff’s Office; Swanquarter FD;
Beaufort County Emergency Services; NC Department of Corrections

Plans for Tomorrow

Hold all containment lines and contain the west side of the fire to Evans Road; continue water pumping
operations to irrigate ground fire smoldering in peat soils; provide structure protection as needed.
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