Federal Duck Stamp Program

Fact Sheet

Purpose

The Federal Migratory Bird Hunting
and Conservation Stamp Act of 1934
mandates that a stamp of the same name
be purchased and carried by waterfowl
hunters age 16 and older. The act also
states that proceeds from stamp sales
must be deposited into the Migratory
Bird Conservation Fund and be used to
purchase waterfowl habitat.

History

This year marks the 72* anniversary of
the Migratory Bird Hunting and
Conservation Stamp, commonly known
as the Federal Duck Stamp. To date,
stamp sales have raised over $700 million,
which the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service) has used to help acquire and
protect more than 5.2 million acres of
wetlands and associated habitats for the
National Wildlife Refuge System. In the
continental United States, at least one
refuge in every state has acquired
important waterfowl habitat with Duck
Stamp funds.

Federal Duck Stamp Contest

Each fall, the Service hosts a competition
to select the artwork that will appear on
next year’s stamp. A panel of judges
reviews the hundreds of entries received,
including ones from some of the Nation’s
best wildlife artists, and determines the
winner. The current 2005-2006 Federal
Duck Stamp features two drake Hooded
Mergansers by artist Mark Anderson.
The upcoming competition for next
year’s stamp began last October:

Turning a Stamp into Habitat

Every July 1%, the Duck Stamp goes on
sale for $15 and is valid until June 30 of
the following year. The Service collects
the revenue from stamp sales and
deposits it into the appointed fund, which
is controlled by the Migratory Bird
Conservation Commission. This
commission—composed of the
Secretaries of the Interior and
Agriculture, four members of Congress,
and the Environmental Protection

Agency
Administrator—
meets three times
ayearin
Washington, D.C.,
to discuss and
approve land
acquisitions
proposed by the
Service for the
refuge system.

Not Just for
Hunters
Inrecent years,
Duck Stamp
revenue has
totaled more than
$25 million

annually, with approximately 98 cents out
of every dollar going directly towards
acquiring and protecting land for national
wildlife refuges. The impact of the
program is far reaching, as proven by the
recent discovery of the once thought
extinet Ivory-billed Woodpecker at
Cache River National Wildlife Refuge, a
refuge acquired in large part with Duck
Stamp Dollars. Refuges offer some of the
best public outdoor recreational
opportunities in the country; therefore,
all citizens are encouraged to purchase a
stamp. They are available nationwide at
thousands of post offices, Wal-Mart,
Kmart, and other retail stores where
hunting licenses are sold. A valid Federal
Duck Stamp can be used for free
admission to any national wildlife refuge
having an entrance fee.

Hooded—%
Merganser

Additional Benefits

In addition to waterfowl, wetland
habitats acquired and protected using
Duck Stamp funds benefit hundreds of
other migratory bird species, fish, and
other wildlife—including dozens of
threatened and endangered species.
Healthy wetland habitats benefit the
public, too, by removing pollutants from
water supplies, reducing soil erosion, and
capturing floodwaters.
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Junior Duck Stamp

The Federal Junior Duck Stamp
Conservation and Design Program,
initiated in 1994, integrates the teaching
of science-based wetlands and waterfowl
conservation principles into a visual arts
curriculum for students in kindergarten
through grade 12. Students in
participating schools create a Junior
Duck Stamp design as their visual term
paper and enter it in their state’s Junior
Duck Stamp Contest. All states’ Best of
Show designs compete at the national
level, where judges select the artwork to
be featured on next year’s stamp. The
2005-2006 Junior Duck Stamp features a
pair of Ring-necked Ducks by artist
Kerissa Nelson, age 17, of Wisconsin.
Proceeds from the sale of the $5 stamps
are used to support environmental
programs and awards for participating
students.

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Federal Duck Stamp Program
(703) 358-2000
http://duckstamps.fws.gov
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