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Note From Cindy Dohner, Acting Regional Director

Dear Friends,

Fall is a glorious time of year for all of us who love the outdoors. Itis a time of transition, to
cooler temperatures, changing leaves, and the true signature of autumn, the migration of millions
of birds across North America. But nature isn’t the only thing in transition over the next few
months—we are also moving toward the naming of a new Southeast Regional Director. As you
know, former RD Sam Hamilton is now in Washington, D.C., providing the same dynamic
leadership to the whole Fish and Wildlife Service that he once gave to the Southeast Region.

He asked me to serve as Acting Regional Director during the interim, and I accepted. Sam
charged me with ensuring that the Region doesn’t slow down at all during this transition period,

Cindy Dohner, and I’'m happy to report that we haven’t missed a beat. And you, our Friends Groups, are a part
Acting Regional Director
of the reason why.

You continue to make things happen on behalf of our national wildlife refuges and fish hatcheries no matter who sits in
what chair, and we’ve got some Friends” accomplishments that prove it. Congratulations go out to the Friends of
Norfork National Fish Hatchery in Arkansas, who recently launched a huge restoration project at Dry Run Creek after
years of fundraising and partnership-building. Kudos also to the Friends of Savannah Coastal Wildlife Refuges, Inc., in
Georgia, who received their designation as a non-profit organization (5013c) and have been meeting regulatly to develop
an organizational  structure and to prepare for the opening of the Savannah National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center.
Special thanks to the Friends who are helping to raise funds for construction of environmental education centers at
A.R.M. Loxahatchee and Waccamaw National Wildlife refuges in Florida and South Carolina, respectively.

As I look down the road, I see both significant challenges and great opportunities out ahead for the Region. The
challenges are clear: Confronting climate change, preventing species extinctions, halting the spread of invasive species,
managing the increasing conflict and competition for limited water resources, addressing habitat fragmentation, and
enhancing management of refuges lands and hatcheries operations are all top-of-the-mind. Of these, climate change is
the game-changer. It is not only affecting ecosystems directly though changes in precipitation and fire patterns and rising
temperatures and sea levels, it is also exacerbating existing stressors on wildlife resources, such as increasing the spread
of invasives.

As for great opportunities, they also abound. For one, we’ve got the strong backing of a Secretary of the Interior who
understands the issues at stake and supports our efforts to tackle the problems head-on. Alongside that, we are blessed
with Friends. The Service is committed to a partnership approach as the only viable means for addressing 21t century
challenges to sustainable populations of fish and wildlife. All of our plans call for building collaborative relationships
with others, including a public citizenry that is informed and educated about the level of threat that exists for species and
habitats and what each of us can do to address it. I’'m convinced that the Southeast Region is going to need your help
more than ever, as experts in building relationships and connecting people to nature. We are counting on you and the
credibility you have in local communities and beyond to help us get the job done.

Friends Groups are the strong right arm of the Southeast Region, and we know it. I've recently approved a new Regional

Director’s Honor Awards for Friends Groups that recognizes that fact. Thank you for all you do as our partners in
conservation in every season of the year.

Cindy
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Note From Rick Huffines, Acting Regional Chief, Refuges
Greetings Refuge Friends,

As Acting Chief of Refuges, I am pleased to provide you a preview of refuge activities for the new fiscal year.
As many of you know, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act provided significant funds for
improvements to federal infrastructure. The Southeast Region received $53 million towards improvements in
refuge facilities and wildlife habitat projects to benefit critters, staff and volunteers, and the visiting public.
Some of those projects include two major office/visitor centers for Tennessee and Alligator River Refuges, a
new environmental education building for St. Marks Refuge, new administrative offices that will be energy
efficient for Big Lake, Merritt Island, and Wapanocca Refuges, and many habitat projects in Mississippi,

Rick Huffines, . .. . .. . 1 .
PRI PPI PN Gcorgia, Louisiana, and Florida. In addition to these projects, we also have close to one million dollars in

funding for construction of trails, boardwalks, kiosks, road improvement and signage on refuges. The
planning, design and construction oversight on all these new facilities and habitat projects will be a significant focus for our staff and
volunteers. These projects require timely completion to comply with the new funding requirements. This significant investment in
refuges will greatly assist us in meeting our conservation and outreach mission.

I look forward to giving you mote highlights on the progress of this work at the upcoming Friend's Conference scheduled April 9-11,
2010 in Crystal River, Florida. The Conference will be a great opportunity for us share our field expetiences and catch up with each
other. Until then, thank you for what you do each day and being such a dedicated supporter of our Southeastern refuges!

Refuge News -

Friends of Chazz Refuge Development Project
Submitted by Ross and Shirley Knudsen, Friends of Chassahowitzka

The Friends of Chassahowitzka National Wildlife Refuge, Crystal River, FL, are very i
pleased to share a major accomplishment in the Friends’ mission to support our
local Refuge system.

We are, through the generosity of a St. Petersburg, Florida Family Foundation, able
to pursue the development of a part of Chassahowitzka National Wildlife Refuge
property known as the Cary Property. This property consists of approximately 10
acres located in old Homosassa surrounded by other refuge property. This project Y
came to the attention of two of the principles of this Family Foundation who, 1nc1dentally are members of the Frlends when they
received their membership documents and noted the projects the Friends were currently pursuing. The Family Foundation is a
supporter of environmental, nature and wildlife projects.

The Cary Property is the only refuge land accessible by road within the Chassahowitzka National Wildlife Refuge Complex.
Interpretive trails provide various user groups including, birding groups, local schools, etc., an opportunity to learn about the ecology
and environmental issues. An Education Pavilion has been built to accommodate these groups. The project is designed to be a
minimal use project with nature trails of a rustic nature utilizing either wood mulch or pine needle mulch to cover the trails. Kiosks
are to be installed with educational messages regarding the nature trails, trees, birds and wildlife on the property.

As part of the trail, an observation platform has been built overlooking the salt marsh. A low level platform with universal
accessibility has been provided. A second level platform approximately 15 feet in height overlooks the salt marsh system. There will
also be a kiosk added to show the importance of the salt marsh to the ecosystem. There will be a small launching area for kayaks and
canoes in conjunction with the platform.

This project has been enthusiastically received and supported by our local refuge staff who will participate in its successful
completion. Much of the work on this project is being done through the efforts of many willing and dedicated volunteers. The
Friends were able to contract the major construction projects (tower and pavilion) to local contractors and offer a boost to our local
economy.

Completion of this Friends’ project will provide the non-boating community and visitors an opportunity to visit refuge lands and
learn about the Refuge System.

The Friends are very proud to be able to offer this memorable accomplishment to the community, our visitors and especially to
future generations.
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Fisheries News -

Warm Springs Regional Fisheries Center

celebrates with Open House Festivities

A beautiful sunny, but somewhat hot September day greeted visitors to the Open
House held for the Warm Springs Georgia National Fish Hatchery in honor of the 110
year celebration. An estimated 250 to 300 visitors were able to visit and discuss first
hand with staff and cooperative partners, the many services and  fisheries programs
of the Warm Springs Regional Fisheries Center. The Friends of the Warm Springs
National Fish Hatchery were also on hand to welcome Sponsors, showcase their
activities, and provide refreshments. Radio Station Mountain 94.5 assisted with
coverage by providing radio broadcast of the event.

Overall comments of appreciation as well as comments on what the “hatchery” means to the community were expressed over and
over again. So many fond memories of local residents, who have come to the hatchery through the years to feed the fish, picnic and
enjoy the natural beauty and cool stream waters, were again and again expressed to staff. Visitors from California expressed their
delight to be able to visit with staff and learn how vital the services offered are similar to those by their federal agency on the West
Coast!

= Dry Run Creek Enhancement Project

Dry Run Creck is a very popular stream for fisherman 15 and under and for the
mobility handicapped. Soil along the stream bank had become compacted from
almost constant use and in the spring of 2008 flooding filled many of the pools with
gravel and the creek banks were eroded away. The Friends of the Norfork National
Fish Hatchery and the U. S Fish and Wildlife Service partnered with the Arkansas
Game and Fish Commission to repair the damaged caused by the erosion and also to
make the stream more accessible by extending the boardwalk. The Friends group

= Share Grant from the Fish and Wildlife Service in the amount of $32,500 to help
offset some of the expenses. Norfork National Fish Hatchery received $100,000 for
flood damages, which was allocated toward the project and the Arkansas Game and
Fish Commission provided personnel and equipment to do the bank stabilization and habitat improvement work in the creck. Work
on Dry Run Creek began in September and should be completed in the spring of 2010. This project, when completed, should make
the stream more accessible to everyone, control the erosion, and improve the already wonderful fishery.

Save The Date!
I April 9 -11, 2010

i 2010 Regional Friends Group Conference
= The 2010 Regional Friends Group Conference will be in Crystal River, Florida, hosted by the Friends of the -

Chassahowitzka NWR Complex. Planning is already well under way, but we could use your help to make the
conference the best it can be! Please visit:

| http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=YrYFuCL 2fAZSIm7G2bQdmhg 3d 3d .

-

and take the brief “Specialty Sessions” survey. The survey results will be used to ensure the Conference sessions meet

_ your needs! Be on the lookout for registration packages to be mailed in early December. Prompt replies will be
l appreciated. |

® If you have suggestions and/or comments please email Stacy Armitage or give her a call at 404/679-7178. I



http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=YrYFuCL_2fAZSlm7G2bQdmhg_3d_3d�
mailto:stacy_armitage@fws.gov�
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Friends Group Events

®  October 18 -24: Mark your calendars for this yeat’s
“Ding” Darling Days birding and eco-festival at
Ding Darling NWRon Sanibel Island, Florida. The
theme of this yeat’s event is “Let’s Go Outside!”
Family Fun Day kicks off the week this year with free S ”
fun! It features all-free refuge tram tours, live Ti p Of the Qua rter

wildlife presentations, hot dogs, a touch tank and

Going “green” is good for everyone!

butterfly house, and kids nature crafts. If you are hosting a special event or
® November 3-8: Wings over Water Festival at meeting why not make it as

Pea Island/Alligator River NWRs - The six day eco-friendly as possible? Follow these

event celebrates the natural wonders of the area simple tips to help get you started:

and offers many opportunities to explore and e Eliminate the use of plastic bottles;

discover the richness of the region’s e Have recycling stations;

environment.

FWS Events

e Encourage online registration;
e Carpool, if possible; and

e Use biodegradable products.

® November 2-60, 2009, NCTC: Creating a
Schoolyard Habitat/Outdoor Classroom,
Course Code: OUTS8164

® Deccember 7-9, 2009, NCTC: Grant Writing for
Conservation , Course Code: OUT8116

2010 National Wildlife Refuge System Awards
Request For Nominations

Have you ever admired the dedication and talent of a coworker? Have you ever wanted to recognize a colleague for his/her
outstanding work? Here’s your chance! The National Wildlife Refuge Association is now ACCEPTING
NOMINATIONS for their 2010 National Wildlife Refuge System Awards.

The Awards, sponsored by the National Wildlife Refuge Association and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, honor
outstanding accomplishments by Refuge Managers, Refuge System Employees, Volunteers and Friends Groups. Recognizing
the excellence of these individuals and groups not only highlights the dedication and devotion of those who support the
Refuge System, but also raises awareness about the diversity of the National Wildlife Refuge System, the challenges it faces,
and the innovative efforts across the country to meet those challenges.

Nominations are due no later than November 15, 2009.

To learn more about the awards program and to download and print the required nomination forms, please visit
http:/ /www.refugeassociation.org /new-events / callfornom2010.html or contact Debbie Harwood at 202-292-2450,

¢ M www.fws.gov/historicpreservation/

Did you know the Service has a Web site dedicated to historic preservation. Check it out to
discover links s to historical Friends Groups, Volunteer and Visitor Services events and much,

&

much, more!



http://www.fws.gov/historicpreservation�
http://www.dingdarlingdays.com/�
http://www.dingdarlingsociety.org/article164.htm�
http://www.wingsoverwater.org/�
http://www.fws.gov/peaisland�
http://www.refugeassociation.org/new-events/callfornom2010.html�
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