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Dear Friends, 
 
Those of you who have been volunteering and partnering with the Southeast     
Region for a while probably know that my roots are here in the South.  My mother 
was from a small town in north Alabama, and my dad, from a small town in the 
Mississippi Delta.  I grew up in Starkville, Mississippi, just a few miles north of 
Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge.  My dad took me fishing at the Refuge when I 
was just a boy of 5, and my love of the outdoors grew from there.  
 
Looking back, while I didn’t appreciate it then, I now realize that there were    
probably dozens of volunteers/”friends” who helped at the Refuge and saw to it 
that visitors like my dad and me had a great time. So it isn’t an exaggeration to say 
that folks like you played a part in helping me get to where I am today, with a career 
in conservation and doing work that I love. 
 
A decade later, I worked alongside volunteers when I landed my first “job” with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at age 16, as a Youth Conservation Corps  employee 
at Noxubee.  I banded wood ducks and Canada geese and learned what Refuge life 
is all about—hard work, followed by more hard work, but every bit of it (with the 
possible exception of paperwork) well worth doing. By that time, I was convinced 
that conservation was my calling; so after graduating from high school, I went on to 
earn a Bachelor of Science degree in biology and to do graduate work in fisheries at 
Mississippi State University. Although my 30-year Service career has taken me to other parts of the United States, including Texas 
and Washington, D.C., it goes without saying that the South will always be home to me. 
 
I tell you this because recently, I have been offered the possibility of a new challenge that could take me away from home,           
geographically speaking: The Secretary of the Interior announced President Obama’s intention to nominate me as the next Director 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  This is the greatest honor of my life. It is also very humbling. I believe that the Service’s     
mission is one with direct impact on the future of our nation.  In working to conserve, enhance and protect the fish and wildlife  
resources of America and the habitats they depend upon for survival, we affect the quality of life of every    American, as well our   
economic security. It is also humbling because I know the caliber of people I am being invited to lead, should I be   confirmed. 
There are no more dedicated, professional, or hard-working folks to be found anywhere, and I include our Friends and volunteers 
when I say that.  What you are willing to do for the Service and for the critters is a constant source of inspiration to me. 
 
What you as Friends Groups and volunteers have accomplished in my tenure as Southeast Regional Director is nothing short of  
phenomenal.  Here are a few of the highlights of the past 12 years: 
 

 You have established more than 50 Friends Groups to support our National Wildlife Refuges in the Southeast  Region; 

 In 2000, you formed F.I.S.H (Friends in Support of the Hatchery) at Natchitoches National Fish Hatchery, only the second 
Fisheries Friends Group in the nation, and now more than one-third of our Southeast hatcheries have Friends Groups; 

 You hosted two Regional Friends conferences, with plans for a third well underway, to share ideas and knowledge and build 
esprit de corps;  

 You created Friends grants to assist schools with transportation costs associated with field trips to Southeast refuges; 

 Through F.I.S.H, you secured more than $40,000 in grant money for a Caddo Indian Memorial Plaza and displays to honor 
the people of the Caddo Nation and Natchitoches NFH as sacred ground;  
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Note From Sam Hamilton, Regional Director 

Continuing a family tradition,  Regional Director 
Sam Hamilton gives his grandson, Davis, some 
angling tips at Warm Springs National Fish    
Hatchery. 



Each year, our Region’s National Fish Hatcheries host three-quarters of a million visitors,       
coordinate dozens of events attracting more than 10,000 young anglers, produce and stock 24.5 
million fish across twelve states for mitigation, restoration, recovery and recreation, and maintain 
fourteen facilities on nearly 1400 acres.  How do we do it with fewer than 100 employees?  With 
a lot of help from our Friends. 
 
Most National Fish Hatcheries in our Region were built prior to 1950, and several are more than 
100 years old.  These places, and the services they provide, are historic and integral parts of their 
local communities.  For multiple generations, people have smiled and nodded as a USFWS fish 
distribution train car or truck passed by.  Folks have taken their grandchildren to visit the    
hatchery they helped build, or used to work at, or visited when they were children.  People care 
deeply about these places.  They have fought to keep them open, worked tirelessly to raise     
donations for events, and volunteered to help with nearly every aspect of operations--fed fish, cut 
grass, worked with school groups, enhanced facilities, greeted visitors, even cleaned bathrooms… 
their support has been abundant and without limit.  They have been friends in the truest sense of 
the word.  They have always been there when we needed them. 
 
At five of our field stations, Chattahoochee Forest, Natchitoches, Norfork, Warm Springs, and 
Wolf Creek National Fish Hatcheries, this community backing has spawned amazing Friends 
Groups.  Their level of commitment, involvement, advocacy and support has greatly enhanced 

the ability of those hatcheries to go above and beyond their station goals. 
 
This year was a landmark one for Friends Groups within the Fisheries Program as the National Fisheries Friends Partnership was 
formed.  Our own Friends will be serving in leadership roles in this organization. Davy Wotton of the Friends of Norfork National 
Fish Hatchery has stepped up to be its chair, and Noreen Walsh of the Friends of Warm Springs National Fish Hatchery will join him 
on the board.  We expect this passionate group to lead us to even greater strides. 
 
Last month, all the Fisheries Friends Groups in the Region helped us host thousands of young anglers during National Fishing and 
Boating Week.  These impressive events connect communities with our mission in a powerful way.  And they instill a passion in 
young people for what we do.  This connection, this passion, has served us well.  It’s good to have Friends. 

Note From Tom Sinclair, Deputy Assistant Regional Director, Fisheries 

Tom Sinclair, Deputy  Assistant 
Regional Director for Fisheries, 
assists with a  Gulf Sturgeon     
survey. 
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 You built and opened a Conservation Learning Center at Black Bayou National Wildlife Refuge that provides environmental 
education to schools in the surrounding community; 

 You grew Friends of Norfork National Fish Hatchery into the largest Fisheries Friends Group in the nation, and this Group 
went on to form and chair a National Fisheries Friends Partnership to assist in the growth of other such Friends Groups 
nationwide. 

 
These accomplishments represent only the tip of the iceberg of what you have done to support the Service and to take the message of 
fish and wildlife conservation to the public.  Beyond this are the hundreds of thousands of dollars you have raised, the miles of trails 
you have built, the habitat you have helped restore, the special events you have organized, the environmental education programs you 
have led, and the multitude of other tasks you have taken on that have lightened the load of our  Southeast Region field stations. In 
fact, you have done so much that the Southeast Region has established a Friends Group RD Honor Award beginning in 2010.  
 
I owe you, and the Southeast Region owes you, a debt of gratitude that can never be repaid.  You have been, and I know you will  
continue to be, the “wind beneath our wings” in the Southeast Region.   
 
Regarding the possibility of new horizons for me personally, it is still very early in the process and much can happen. But for me, it’s a 
win-win situation, with two great outcomes possible. I’ve always said that being Southeast Regional Director is the best job around, so 
my commitment to the Region, its resources, and its people remains unchanged. With your help, we’ll continue to do all we can to 
build strong, healthy ecosystems in the Southeast to benefit our fish and wildlife resources and our people. Here’s what I know for 
sure: home is where the heart is. With that in mind, no matter where I am working in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, I’ll always be 
home, surrounded by wonderful Friends and colleagues who make work a pleasure.   
 

        Sam 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Fisheries News -  
Trout-Tastic Fishing Fun at Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery 
After months of planning and hard work, it was a day filled with fantastic fishing, smiling faces, jumping trout and memories 
to last a lifetime as Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery celebrated National Fishing and Boating Week with the 23rd Annual 
Catch a Rainbow Kids Fishing Derby.  The event, which began in 1986, has blossomed into one of the largest events of its 
kind in the country, and as in past years, volunteers and staff were excited for this annual day of food, fun and of course          
fishing.  Total attendance for this year’s event was over 3,500 people, including 1,675 kids. 
 

With plenty to see and do, the event is designed as a fun-filled 
way to get kids ages 1 through 15 outdoors and connected to  
fishing, and this year’s program included something for everyone.  
Along with the fishing, several booths and activities were        
provided for participants’ enjoyment, including a boat simulator 
provided by FLW Outdoors and archery sports through the local 
Ducks Unlimited chapter.  Everyone also enjoyed all the hot-
dogs, sodas, bottled water, cotton candy and popcorn they could 
eat, and each child was given a goodie bag full of treats.  Along 
with lots of good food and fun, each derby participant 5 and up 
also had their choice of one of the following: rod & reel, tackle 
box, sleeping bag or tent while those ages 1 through 4 enjoyed 
their own rod & reel sets as prizes at the kiddie pool. 
 

As in past years, the annual derby event was made possible through the generous support and contributions of many local, 
regional and national sponsors and businesses.  For 2009, 21 major sponsors donated at least $1,000 in donations (either cash 
or items) while countless other organizations gave of their time and/or resources.  The event also included the participation of 
140 volunteers as well, making it a true example of the positive benefits of partnering.   Through such teamwork, an event with 
a value of $40,213.91 occurred with little or no cost to any one agency due to the generous donations of a myriad of           
individuals and organizations. 
 

 by Amanda Patrick, USFWS  
 Photo credits Amanda Patrick, USFWS, and Katrina Holt, USFWS Volunteer  

Refuge News - 
Duck Stamps 
Why not sell the Duck Stamp at your field site? The new 2009 - 2010 Duck stamp went on 
sale on Friday, June 26. Those who have purchased stamps over the decades have contributed 
over $700 million and protected 5.3 million acres of habitat for wildlife and future generations 
of Americans. Ninety-eight cents out of every dollar ($14.70) goes directly to acquire land for 
the Refuge System. 
 

Duck Stamps can be bought on consignment by visiting Amplex Corporation (the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service distributor) at 
www.duckstamp.com or by calling 1-800-852-4897. 

2010 Refuges and Fisheries FG Conference 
Good news from the Regional Office...a preliminary budget for the 2010 Regional Friends Group Conference has been      
approved!  Here at the Regional Office we had the tough task of determining where the conference would be held.  After    
carefully evaluating the many spectacular locations in our Region, we have decided to have the 2010 conference in Crystal 
River, Florida, hosted by the Friends of Chassahowitzka.  The date for the conference has not been determined, but details  
will be sent out as soon as possible. 
 

If you would like to help plan the conference or have suggestions and/or comments please email Stacy Armitage or give her    
a call at 404/679-7178. 

http://www.duckstamp.com/�
mailto:stacy_armitage@fws.gov�


www.fws.gov/southeast/friends   

Check out the SE Region’s newest web site for its Friends Groups and about its Friends Groups.  
The web site provides an overview of the Friends Groups in Region 4 and what they are up to.  If 
you have pictures of your Friends Group in action please email them along with a caption and 
photo credit to Stacy Armitage so they can be upload to the site.   

Friends Group Events 

Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery: Snakes of 
Kentucky, Thursday, July 23rd, 2009, 7:00 pm CST.   
How much do you know about snakes? Do they 
frighten or fascinate you? Join Biologist Jeff Hohman 
with East Kentucky Power Cooperative (EKPC) as he 
leads an exploration into the various nonpoisonous 
snakes found in Kentucky.  

New this year at Ding Darling NWR, Reading at the 
Refuge: a short hike along Indigo Trail will be added to 
each reading and crafts session. Attendees will also  
receive a free Nature Journal (one to each child) in 
which to record their impressions of their field trip and 
future nature encounters. Reading at the Refuge takes 
place every Thursday morning at 11 a.m. through July.  

Warm Springs National Fish Hatchery: Open 
House.  September 26, 2009 (Saturday), 10a.m. – 
2p.m.  Staff will be giving demonstrations on seining 
ponds and running heavy equipment. There will be  
several hands-on activities for kids, a  casting             
competition, “name that mussel” game, and an        
endangered  species coloring contest.  Please join them 
to learn more about hatchery operations and resource 
issues that the staff works with everyday.  So please join 
us to learn more about hatchery operations and       
resource  issues that the staff works with everyday.                

FWS Events 

August 11–14 - NCTC training course: Introduction 
to Volunteer Recruitment and Management, 
Course Code:FWS-OUT8114 

August 17–20 - NCTC training course: Advanced  
Volunteer Management,                                    
Course Code: FWS-OUT8120 
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 “Tip of the Quarter” 
 

Did you know...Friends of NCTC 
have received additional funds to 
support a grant that they offer to 
all refuge volunteer and Friends.   
The grant pays for any training 
that is sponsored by NCTC.   It 
also pays for the per diem.   It 

does not pay for travel.   For  more  
information, contact Laura Jones, 

Friends and Volunteer                
Coordinator, NCTC, at 
Laura_Jones@fws.gov.  

Way to Go! 
Wildflowers 
 By Dan Dziekonski 
 

During April, the Friends of Tennessee NWR partnered with the Fourth 
Grade Class of Paris Elementary School and refuge staff to plant native     
wildflowers on the refuge. The day came about as the result of a scholarship 
awarded in a joint effort between the Friends and Plus Endowment to fund 
environmental education programs on the refuge.  Plus has an existing    
framework for awarding the grants and the Friends provide the grant money 
for the awards. 
 

The students learned about native wildflowers and the trouble with exotic and 
invasive plants.  After brief introductions they all were able to plant several 

plants themselves.  They also received information about soil, some refuge facts and history and took a guided hike around the 
trail to learn about trees and wildlife.  All of the kids were excited and most said it was their best field trip ever. 

http://www.fws.gov/southeast/friends�
mailto:stacy_armitage@fws.gov�
http://www.fws.gov/wolfcreek�
http://www.dingdarlingsociety.org/article164.htm�
http://www.fws.gov/warmsprings�
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