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B As our close Friends who have a vested interest in everything that happens in the Fish and

ol \Vildlife Service’s Southeast Region, it will come as no sutprise that our operative word these
=l days is “oil.” I don’t have to tell you that the catastrophic spill in the Gulf of Mexico is

B shaping up as conceivably the worst environmental disaster in our nation’s history. In the
Southeast Region, it is dominating our lives because of its actual and potential impacts to our
28 coastal National Wildlife Refuges from Louisiana to Florida. At risk are biologically and
economically important ecosystems, some of them already fragile, and the diversity of fish,
wildlife and plant resources they support. Among our greatest concerns are the migratory
birds, the fisheries resources and the imperiled species that are being affected by the spill. The
timing of this event is another source of concern as the onset of hurricane season raises the

Cindy Dohner, risk that a storm will drive the oil inland to areas not yet impacted.
Regional Director

Secretary Salazar and our Acting Director have stated that an aggressive, “all-hands” response to the spill is the top
priority for the Department of the Interior and the Service. As an agency and as a Region, we are doing all that we
can for the people and the fish and wildlife resources of the Gulf Coast. As this spill so clearly demonstrates, the
well-being of the two—our people and the natural environment—are inextricably linked and mutually dependent.

Right now, in addition to our field station staffs on site, we have some 750 employees from every level and discipline
in the Service deployed to our Incident Command Centers in Houma, LA, Mobile, AL, and Miami, FL.. Hundreds
more are providing essential managerial, logistical, and administrative support to keep us operational. We are
working hand-in-glove with the Coast Guard; BP, the responsible party; State and Federal partners; and yes, with
Friends to take both proactive and reactive measures to deal with the crisis--from monitoring the movement of the
oil from the air and putting boom, dunes, and berms in place to contain it; to overseeing the clean-up of our Refuge
beaches and oiled wildlife. We are also providing national leadership to the Department’s Natural Resource Damage
Assessment (NRDA) program to assess and address the longer-term damage to impacted resources and hold the
responsible party financially accountable.

In a time of crisis, it makes all the difference in the world to know that you have Friends who have your back. For
example, when the folks at Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge anticipated the need to build dunes to better
protect sensitive areas of the Refuge as the oil moved landward, the Friends of Bon Secour and the Southeastern
Wildlife Conservation Group stepped up to help. The two groups provided money and volunteers to plant
vegetation to stabilize the dunes in a nick of time. You can read the whole story in this issue of Focus on Friends.

Many of you have let your respective field stations and our Regional Office know that you want to be of service. We
are deeply grateful, as always, for your commitment to the Service and to the resources we all care so deeply about. A
National Volunteer Plan for identifying, training, and managing those who wish to be directly involved in the oil spill
response is in the works. Its goal is to ensure that volunteers are put to work in ways that are safe, efficient, and
effective. In the meantime, I would ask you to continue to stay in close contact with your field station manager to
learn what you can do right now to be of assistance. This is a disaster whose consequences are going to be felt for
years to come. Your ongoing support is essential. I think it is fair to say that in the Southeast Region, going forward,
we will need our Friends more than ever.

Cindy
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Note from Jon Andrew, Out Going Chief of Refuges

Dear Friends:

Earlier this month I made the difficult decision to move on to another job. My new job will
start on or about Labor Day. I will be representing the Department of the Interior as the
Borderlands Coordinator. My focus will be protection of the Interior lands along the border--
with emphasis on coordinating the activities of the Department with those of the Border Patrol Jon Andrew

and Homeland Security. Regional Chief,
Refuges

I have been privileged to be Chief for the Southeast Region for about eight years. The support

of Friends has been a constant source of inspiration for me. I always feel better after being with Friends and I can tell
you that your support has provided more than just inspiration. The work you do makes a difference at each refuge and
your collective concern and support has changed the way Congress looks at the Refuge System. I can say without
hesitation that the support of Friends Groups has been instrumental in our last decade of progress. The fact that we
have doubled the size of the NWRS budget is clear evidence of the success of our partnership. Thanks for all you do. 1
look forward to joining your ranks when I retire!

On a more somber note - I have been actively engaged with efforts to manage the response to the Deepwater Horizon
oil spill. This may well be the greatest environmental catastrophe ever. Certainly the greatest we have experienced in the
Southeast. I have gotten many questions about how Friends and volunteers can help. It has been challenging to
manage volunteers since there are many specific safety and training requirements. Also, BP is funding much of the
response. As time goes on there will likely be more options for volunteer work-especially following the killing of the
well. For now, I encourage you to stay informed and visit our web site for the latest information-there is a link to it on
our Home Page at: http://www.fws.gov.

My thanks to all of you for your support over the years. I wish you the best and will miss working with you very much.

Jon
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Refuge News -
Friends Groups Resolved to Assist Refuge in Wake of Approaching Oil

When the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico threatened Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge, Friends Groups were ready to take
action. The 7,000-acre refuge, consisting of coastal barrier habitat that includes maritime forest and five miles of beaches on
the Gulf of Mexico, has enjoyed strong support from Friends for many years. From an active sea turtle volunteer program,
Share the Beach, to guided nature walks, to trail maintenance projects, the refuge could always count on the support of its
neighbors. Since the oil spill began, Friends Groups have only strengthened their resolve to assist Bon Secour in its mission.

Refuge staff immediately began planning and completing projects to protect wildlife and their habitats from oil in early May.
Bon Secour and Mississippi Sandhill Crane NWR personnel constructed berms to protect the 8-mile wide Little Lagoon estuary
and wetlands on the Fort Morgan unit. With hurricane season approaching, the refuge then looked ahead to the possibility of
storm surges pushing oil into some of the most sensitive dune habitats on the refuge. The dune ecosystem provides habitat for
the endangered Alabama beach mouse, nesting snowy plovers, coachwhip snakes, and a variety of other wildlife native to south
Alabama. During a survey for vulnerable blowout areas, gaps were identified on the Fort Morgan and Perdue units where Gulf
waters could easily reach interior dunes and possibly cause contamination of beach mouse burrows, plover nests, and other
resources. With assistance from North Mississippi Refuge Complex staff, seven dunes were constructed to protect these most
sensitive areas of the refuge. The dunes, encompassing 300 yards and standing about five feet tall, were constructed in about
two days. The next step was to stabilize the dunes and this is where the Friends groups stepped in.

The Southeastern Wildlife Conservation Group (SWCG), which serves as the Friends Group for Mississippi Sandhill Crane
NWR and also assists with projects at Grand Bay and Bon Secour NWRs, received a donation from an elementary school right
after the spill began and was looking for a good way to put those funds to use. Students at the school in Stapleton, Alabama,
had decided on their own to organize a Fun Run with a $1 entry fee to raise money for oil spill response efforts. The
elementary students raised about $160 which was then matched by SWCG. These funds, along with a generous donation of
$3,000 by the Friends of Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge (FBSNWR), were used to purchase 5,000 native dune plants (sea
oats, beach morning glory, sea purslane) to stabilize the newly constructed dunes. The two Friends Groups provided about 25
volunteers to begin planting the vegetation on a blistering hot Friday morning and over the next few days, all 5,000 plants were
in the ground and helping to protect Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge from threats to its most important habitats.

As if to highlight the importance of this project, the most significant oil that had impacted the refuge to date began washing
ashore during the dune planting. Since that time, the refuge has been working with cleanup crews to facilitate the removal of oil
as quickly as possible. It is heartbreaking to see the impacts of oil on refuge beaches, but with the support of its many Friends,
partners, and collegues, there is reason for hope. With an intense focus on cleanup and habitat restoration, the refuge is
confident that Bon Secour will continue to be a place where future generations can enjoy the unique habitats and wildlife of the
Alabama Gulf coast.

***+*Click here to view a video of this project. *****
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Fisheries News -
Ducks and Fish

Ducks and fish have more than just water in common! In this case, the ducks
help fund the fishing fun!

The Friends of the Chattahoochee Forest National Fish Hatchery, located in
Suches, Georgia, recently helped host the annual Family Fishing Festival at the
hatchery. On June 5, 2010, more than 850 people attended the event, with more
than fifty volunteers helping. This event focuses on introducing youngsters 16
and under to the great outdoors and the fun of fishing! The hatchery stocks
several thousand rainbow trout into Rock Creek which runs through the hatchery.
Trout Unlimited is on hand to teach the youngsters to fish, to tie flies, and learn
to cast. They also provide a free lunch to everyone who attends the event. Georgia Department of Natural Resources sets up a bow
shooting range, a BB-gun shooting range, and a fishing simulator. The U.S. Forest Service and Georgia Forestry provide informational
handouts about forestry and native plants. Several other groups set up booths to provide interesting facts on the environment and the
roles humans play in protecting it. Upon arrival, the youth register to do a “scavenger hunt”. The participants visit each of the booths
and answer a question on the scavenger card regarding information obtained at that particular booth. Once the card is complete, they
present it to the Friends of the Chattahoochee Forest and receive a free t-shirt. This is a big hit with the kids and provides a really neat
way of learning facts about the environment they live in.

President Marilyn Parrott and daughter Lindsey man the "duck pond".

The Friends of the Chattahoochee Forest NFH provide funding for the event and purchase the t-shirts for give-a-way. One way the
Friends Group makes money is by sponsoring a “duck” pick up at the Family Fishing Festival. Everything at Family Fishing Festival is
free, except the “duck pick up.” The colorful, numbered rubber ducks are placed in a “duck pond” as kids and parents “purchase”
them. Fach duck costs $1. At the end of the event, the prize winning ducks are drawn from the “duck pond”. It’s a great way to make
money and the kids absolutely love it! Parents do too, since some of the prizes are worth $50 or more. Throughout the year the Friends
solicit some really great prizes from local businesses.

F.I.S.H Receives Grant to Help Integrate Native Culture

F.I.S.H. (Friends in Support of the Hatchery) was recently awarded an $11K grant from the Cane River
National Heritage Area Commission. The grant, titled “Caddo Cultural Education Program,” will
introduce Caddo Culture into Natchitoches Parish schools (grades K-5) through the use of
interdisciplinary, grade-appropriate teacher’s manuals, coloring books, Caddo Culture Days, and traveling
trunks. Teaching materials will be introduced via teacher workshops to be hosted by the Natchitoches
National Fish Hatchery and will equip teachers to use the materials in classrooms and on-site at the Fish
Hatchery.

The driving force behind the grant is Northwestern State University student Randall Hart who will receive
his master’s degree as a result of this project. The project began as an internship for Mr. Hart, who
developed and implemented a Caddo Culture Day at the hatchery for fifth graders at the local Magnate
School. As a result of the success of that effort, he decided to pursue his master’s degree and expanded
the program to include grades K-5. The Caddo Culture Days will include six stations highlighting the
Caddo Culture (Pottery, Language Arts, Music/Dance, History, Food, Construction) and will address the
relationship between the Caddo Indian Nation and the Natchitoches National Fish Hatchery.

Mr. Hart has also developed interdisciplinary, grade-appropriate teacher’s manuals and coloring books that
meet all State of Louisiana Grade Learning Expectations (GLESs) for grades K-5. In addition, he is
serving as a consultant for the grant and will help host teacher workshops (3) at the Natchitoches National Fish Hatchery to introduce
teachers to the manuals/coloting books.

In addition to the teacher’s manuals, coloring books, and Caddo Culture Days, the grant also provides for the development of two
traveling trunks to be used by teachers for off-site (classroom) use and for use by teachers outside of Natchitoches Parish. The trunks
will be managed by the staff of the Natchitoches National Fish Hatchery.

The ultimate goal of the project is to preserve the Caddo Indian presence in this area for future generations. The grant hopes to
accomplish this by integrating Caddo Indian culture, which is part of Natchitoches’ cultural heritage, into mandatory teaching sections
on Native Americans. For further information contact Karen Kilpatrick, Hatchery Manager, Natchitoches National Fish Hatchery,
318.352.5324.
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Friends Group and FWS Events

® July 18: Listening to the Everglades - Loxahatchee NWR -
2 PM - Joel Curzon will be presenting a slide show and leading
a discussion on the continuing threats the Everglades face.
Afterwards he will sign books and will be donating the profits
to the NWRA Gulf Oil Disaster Relief Fund that has been set
up to assist wildlife refuges along the Gulf Coast.

® August 21: Butterfly Tour - Noxubee NWR - 11 am -
Summer is a great time to see butterflies. Binoculars are
available or bring your own.

',, t“' L@t's GO Get Outside, Click Your
0“ Out SldG I Shutter, Then Click Your
Mouse: Upload Your

iS now On Nature Images to the

2 » New Flickr Group
Ic r “Let’s Go Outside”

When you’re out and about this
summer remember to bring your camera! The Service has a new
Flickr group called “Let’s Go Outside”. You are encouraged to
upload images of yourself, your family and friends outside in
nature. You can use Flickr’s Map function to identify where
your photos were taken, blog about particular photos and your
experiences in nature, and chat on the Flickr Discussion board
with other group members about their favorite places to go.
You can even upload images from your cell phone. Check it out
at

® September 11: Annual Greers Ferry Lake/Little Red River
Cleanup - Greers Ferry NFH

® October 9 Advanced Nature Photography - Wolf Creek
NFH - Grab your cameras and learn how to take that perfect
nature shot. Reservations are required.

http:/ /www.flickr.com/groups/letsgooutside/.

M The Pen is Mightier than the Sword

This video is quick, funny and thoughtful. "Politicians are strange creatures, says politician Omar Ahmad.
And the best way to engage them on your pet issue is a monthly handwritten letter. Ahmad shows why
old-fashioned correspondence is more effective than email, phone or even writing a check -- and shares
the four simple steps to writing a letter that works."

27&utm campaign=newsletter weekly&utm medium=email)

Refuge Update and Friends Forward

To view the latest Refuge Update online click here. To view the latest Friends Forward .
. click here. For email notification when the newest issues are online, write to

nwrs-publications@lists.fws.gov.

“Tip of the Quarter”

Refuge Week is almost here! Spread the word about your
special event through the Service’s online events calendar:
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