
 A few weeks ago, I had the pleasure of participating in the regional Friends Conference 
in Crystal River, FL.  As expected, thanks to the planning and organization of a great 
team of regional office staff and members of the Friends of Chassahowitzka NWR, the 
conference was a tremendous success.  It was wonderful to see friends I’ve known over 
the years and meet new ones.  Hearing about the great work being done in support of our 
refuges and hatcheries, the sharing of ideas, and continued care and concern for your 
special field stations left me invigorated. 
 
As I think about the conference, three words come to mind….Change, Community, and 
Challenge.  I mentioned the first two in some closing remarks I made at the conference.  
When you are the last person keeping the group from lunch and going home or out to 
field trips, you keep it brief. 

 
One of the underlying themes of the conference was change.  It is a fabric of our lives and work in anything we do.  
As one of the TV commercials states, “Change Happens”.  From a Friends perspective, we deal with changes in 
nature, refuge or hatchery staff, Friends board, funding, etc.  We are also facing new kinds of changes with the 
impacts of climate change and a disconnected American public.  There aren’t easy solutions and often times it’s hard 
dealing with change.  Some keys that can help us include staying informed, effective planning, and being flexible 
enough to adapt to change. 
 
The second thought, and one that makes me proud of the Friends Program, is Community.  I feel this every time I 
attend one of these conferences.   When I reported full time to my first refuge back in 1974, I was only aware of two 
refuges.  In 1977, I had the chance to attend a Refuge Academy and meet managers that worked at refuges all across 
the country.  My roommate was from Maryland.  I ate meals with a manager way out on a refuge in the Aleutian 
Islands.  I felt connected and part of a system that was national in scope. Likewise, when I attend Friends 
Conferences, I feel part of a terrific community of people comprised of Service staff and volunteers who are 
working together for something much bigger than themselves.  We’re part of a national system that is devoted to 
caring about wildlife.  Pretty cool! 
 
Lastly, the word Challenge comes to mind.  We have a great number of Friends Groups in the region, more than any 
other region, which is terrific.  We can always aim for more, but my challenge to existing Friends Groups is to build 
their membership.  I would like the Friends Program to be more than forty-eight groups in the region.  I would like 
the Friends Program to be known for thousands of members; members that represent all generations and races, and 
collectively are helping refuges and hatcheries to be vibrant places for wildlife and special places for the American 
public.  There are many ways to grow membership.  I believe one of the best ways is through our personal story.  
There is tremendous power in sharing personal perspectives as to why a refuge or hatchery is a special place and 
what it means to us.  Your enthusiasm can be infectious and help others to connect with nature.  With the creativity 
and passion of the Friends we have now, I know it’s possible to grow the Friends Program. 
 
Thanks for all you do. 
 
Mark 
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Note from Stacy Armitage, Regional Friends Group Coordinator 
After planning for almost a half of year with a truly amazing team, I feel our Regional Friends Group conference was a great 
success.  I was delighted to see so many Friends I met at the national Friends Conference in Washington, DC and was inspired 
to meet so many new Friends.  That many of you travelled long distances to participate and share in the 3rd Southeast Regional 
Friends Group Conference served to remind me just how important our work is.  
 

We were honored to have expert presenters at the conference that are dedicated in what they do and brought their passion and 
knowledge to each of their sessions.  And I am thankful to each Friends Group member and Service employee for bringing 
your unique perspectives to the table.  Without your input, dedication and ideas the southeast region would not be as great as it 
is today! 
 

Thanks again! 

Photos:  Garry Tucker/USFWS 
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Fisheries News -  
F.I.S.H. Celebrates 10th Birthday! 
It may not have seemed significant to many folks, but a handful of founding 
members of F.I.S.H.(Friends In Support of the Hatchery) were very proud on 
March 13, 2010.  That particular date marked the 10th birthday for the non-profit 
group which supports educational, cultural, and environmental activities at the 
Natchitoches National Fish Hatchery.  The group, which started with five founding 
members now has an active membership of over 100. The group, when started, was 

the first Fisheries friends group in the Southeast Region of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service…and the fourth Fisheries friends group in 
the nation. 
 

Their mission statement reads:  “The Friends In Support of the Hatchery (FISH) are committed to supporting environmental education 
programs, increasing public understanding of the hatchery and its impact on the locale, and insuring the continuation of the Natchitoches 
facility.” Along those lines the group has managed to garner over $50,000 in grant money since 2000 for projects that support cultural 
education involving the Caddo Indian Nation as well as support for the group’s main project, the National Fishing and Boating Week 
Open House, held annually the first Saturday in June. 
 

President of the FISH Board, Debbie Waskom, has been active since the beginning.  Her involvement came from the fact that when her 
children were little she would bring them to the aquarium and eat picnic lunches under the hatchery’s big oak trees.  Waskom stated, “I’ve 
always been a big fan of what the hatchery does for the community and for the resources of our area.  It has been a pleasure to serve on 
this board and to see what a difference a group that is committed and focused can make.”  And those sentiments are echoed by Hatchery 
Manager Karen Kilpatrick.  “Without FISH,” Kilpatrick stated, “the hatchery would not be able to host the annual fishing derby and 
certainly would not have had any success in obtaining grant money to further our cultural and environmental education projects.  They 
are very valuable to the hatchery. There is just so much we could not do without them!” 
 

For more information on joining FISH, contact the hatchery at 318.352.5324 or email Karen_Kilpatrick@fws.gov. 

Refuge News -  
Friends of Florida Refuges Meet at Loxahatchee 
 

From all across the state representatives from the Florida Refuges, including Staff members 
and Friends, converged at the Arthur R Marshall Loxahatchee NWR in Boynton Beach.  
 

After introductory remarks by host Steve Horowitz, President of Loxahatchee Friends, the 
morning program got underway. Evan Hirsche, NWRA President, opened with a presentation 
about the importance of Friends in securing major Refuge System funding increases in FY10, 
and the urgent need for them to take action to secure increases for FY11. Charlie Pelizza, 
Refuge Manager at Pelican Island, presented the ongoing process that he is currently spearheading to start a new wildlife refuge in central 
Florida.  
 

After a short break Mark Musaus, Deputy Regional Director of the SE Region, spoke about his 35 year history in the Refuge system and 
his new role in Atlanta. Keynote speaker Dudley Edmondson concluded the morning program. He had completed only the day before a 6 
day canoe trip with 12 other paddlers from Lake Okeechobee to Grassy Waters Nature Preserve in WPB. As official photographer of the 
trip, he recorded the changing face of Florida as seen from its inland waterways. The trip was sponsored by the Everglades Coalition to 
highlight its 25th Anniversary meeting. 
 

After a buffet lunch on the outdoor pavilion of the Visitor Center, guests were treated to a surprise visit by USFWS Director Sam 
Hamilton and Assistant Interior Secretary Tom Strickland. Sam and Tom spoke of their visit to Naples the day before for the dedication 
of the Picayune Strand restoration project as well as their previous visit a few weeks before for the dedication of the Tamiami Trail raised 
roadway project. These are only the beginnings of much that is happening to further the ongoing efforts at Everglades restoration. 
 

The afternoon program continued out of doors. Guests went off on guided tours of the Cypress Swamp, the Marsh Trail, the Canoe 
Trail, and the Butterfly Garden. However, all agreed that the airboat rides conducted by Assistant Refuge Manager Rolf Olson into the 
pristine interior of the saw grass prairie with its abundant bird life was the highlight. The day concluded with free time back at the Visitor 
Center to peruse the recently installed interactive exhibits and video presentations.  
 

For more information on how to organize a state-wide Friends Group meeting contact Steve Horowitz at stephenjayme@yahoo.com or 

Stacy Armitage at stacy_armitage@fws.gov. 
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 June 5: “Reading On Loxahatchee is Fun” - 10:00 a.m. - 
1:00 p.m.:  Owl Babies, by Martin Waddell, Illustrated by 

Patrick Benson. Hands-on activities, crafts and a walk 
through the Cypress Swamp will follow the reading. 
(www.fws.gov/loxahatchee for more information) 

 June 5:  Family Fishing Festival sponsored by Friends of 
Chattahoochee Forest NFH features exhibit booths, 
scavenger hunt, duck race, and great fishing for youth.  
www.fws.gov/chattahoocheeforest or 706/838-4723 for 
more information) 

 June 5:  National Trails Day at Mississippi Sandhill 
Crane NWR -  9am – 3pm:  Come out and enjoy National 
Trails Day with the family! Complete a scavenger hunt on 
the C.L. Dees Nature Trail and get a prize! 

 June 5: Annual Catch a Rainbow Kids Fishing Derby 
Event sponsored by the Friends of Wolf Creek NFH.  The 
largest USFWS youth fishing event in the Southeast!  
(www.fws.gov/wolfcreek or 270/343-3797 for more 
information) 

www.fws.gov/southeast/friends/2010conference.html 

Were you not able to make the 2010 Southeast Region Friends Conference or 
would you like to view a presentation you missed?  In an effort to reduce waste, 
paper handouts or copies of the presentations at the conference were not 
offered.  Instead, all presentations can be viewed and downloaded from the 
address above. 

Friends Group and FWS Events 

 June 12:  Kids' Fish for Fun! The Service along with 
Friends of Warm Springs National Fish Hatchery join 
forces to show residents why more and more families are 
participating in fishing. This popular hatchery event 
provides a chance for children to experience the natural 
world of the hatchery and the thrill of fishing. 
(www.fws.gov/warmsprings or 706/655-3382 for more 
information) 

 June 12:  Fishing & Crabbing Rodeo - 9:00 am - noon:  
For one morning once a year the North Pond of Pea Island 
NWR is opened up for fishing and crabbing. Crabbing/
Fishing success varies from year to year but, it's always a 
fun time for the entire family. Additional Information. 

 July 7 - 9:  Grant Writing for Conservation (OUT8116) -  
Join NCTC to learn how to undertake pre-project planning, 
where to go to seek alternative funding sources and how to 
write the essential elements of a solid grant proposal. For 
more information contact, Linda Lufkin at 304/876-7484 
or Linda_Lufkin@fws.gov. 
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Grant Opportunity for Refuge Friends Groups - 

This year's application period for The Nature of Learning grants is open through June 14.  The Nature of Learning initiative, 
which is co-sponsored by the Service, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and the National Wildlife Refuge 
Association, is a community-based environmental education initiative.  The program seeks to use national wildlife refuges as 
outdoor classrooms, encourages an interdisciplinary approach to learning, utilizes field experiences and involves partnerships 
among local schools, community groups, natural resource professionals and youth groups.   Grants of up to $10,000 will be 
awarded on a competitive basis to support education projects that focus on the causes and effects of climate change on refuges 
and to build citizen science partnership programs.  Follow-up grants of up to $5,000 will be awarded to provide continuing 
support of existing The Nature of Learning grants.  To apply, go to www.nfwf.org/natureoflearning.  For more information 
contact Deborah_Moore@fws.gov or Ellen_Gabel@nfwf.org. 

   

The Washington Office has produced a new handy publication!   
“Soaring to New Heights -  

A Guide to Creating a Sustainable Friends/Refuge Collaboration” 
View and download individual chapters or the entire document at: 

 
http://www.fws.gov/refuges/friends/SoaringToNewHeights.html 

“Tip of the Quarter” 
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