
Friends Groups and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service share a common a desire to ensure that the    
nation’s fish and wildlife resources are kept front and center in the public mind. We want the American 
people to learn about and value our wildlife heritage as we do, so that our country’s wild places and 
wild creatures will be enjoyed for generations to come. Given our common interests, I know you will 
also share our enthusiasm that funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 have 
been directed to the Service to help accomplish that very task.   
 

In the Southeast Region, this means the possibility of new visitor centers at a few of our refuges and 
hatcheries that will allow you and us more opportunities to connect people with nature. It could also 
mean funding for our “Youth in Conservation” program that would put more than 100 students to 
work on our refuges and hatcheries. More than a few people, myself included, have found their life’s work through programs 
such as this. Funding may also be received to accomplish some important habitat restoration projects and some deferred    
maintenance projects that we have queued up. We’ve also put forward a number of “green energy” projects to help our nation 
conserve   energy and use alternate sources of energy, particularly important as we address the impacts of climate change and 
work to   reduce the Service’s carbon footprint.  Stay tuned for more on how stimulus money is put to work to help wildlife and   
people in the Southeast Region. 
 

Friends Groups in the Southeast Region are continuing to gain strength. Congratulations are in order for the recent              
establishment of a National Fisheries Friends Partnership. This is an important step forward in growing a nationally recognized 
effort that represents the Fisheries Friends Groups that already exist, provides opportunities for more to be established, and 
expands the influence of Friends Groups as they work on behalf of the Fisheries program. The Partnership held its first     
meeting last month, with 50 folks representing the 27 Fisheries Friends Groups and their associated field stations in attendance.   
It was a pleasure for me to see so many of our Friends at the 2009 Friends Unite! Conference that was held in Washington, 
D.C.  in late February—39 Friends Groups represented, and more attendees than any other region! I can think of no better way 
for you, as advocates for the Service and its mission, to strengthen your knowledge, skills, and resolve than to gather in this way 
to network and to learn. And speaking of advocacy, it was really encouraging to see you wrap up your conference with a “Hill 
Rally,” where you met with your members of Congress face-to-face and told them about your interest in securing the future of 
America’s fish and wildlife resources and habitats. A special thanks goes to the National Wildlife Refuge Association for      
providing training to conference attendees in how to communicate effectively on Capitol Hill. 
 

I’ve said it before and you’ll hear it often from me—we couldn’t do it without you. Thanks for being our loyal Friends. 
    
   Sam 
         

Let me begin by saying how much I missed being able to attend the National Friend's  
Conference in Washington DC.  Past meetings with Friends and Volunteers, going back to my days as a 
Refuge Manager, have always been a morale boost for me.  I always feel better and inspired to work 
harder after being around folks with such passion and commitment for our National Wildlife Refuges.   
All accounts are that the meeting was a big success and I congratulate and thank you for your help and 
participation! 
 

These are very exciting times for the National Wildlife Refuge System--we are in the process of  
working on budget allocations for this fiscal year and we are fortunate to have increases in our  
operational funding-thanks in part to the support Friends have shown to Congress.  Thank you (again) 
for your help!  With this money comes the challenge of getting it out to your refuges where it will do the 

most good and getting the projects completed.  I know refuge staffs will be challenged to do this since we have yet to recover 
from the positions we lost between 2004 and 2008.  I hope you know that you have helped us make it through these hard times - 
we really couldn't have made it this far without you. 
 

In closing I am constantly challenged to seek out the priorities - there is too much to do and not enough resource to apply to all 
that lies ahead.  In keeping with this I would ask you to consider the following priorities: 
 

1. Communicate!  Talk to your managers and staff and stay in touch with the work they need done and the challenges your  
refuge faces.  Then, communicate this to your friends and visitors to refuges.  Awareness is a major key to our future.  The 
more we make the public aware of the Refuge System - the more people will care and good things will come from that. 

2. Participate in your Friend's group activities as much as you can and spread your knowledge to other groups in this region and 
beyond.  I know this has been going on for some time now - it seems we can't do enough but we have leaders in this region 
who have impressive records of accomplishment and have done things some thought to be impossible.  After many years of 
watching Friends and Volunteers I am not sure that anything is impossible. 

3. Remember to refuel and enjoy our wild places and wild things - they continue to inspire me and keep me going and I never 
regret spending time out of doors on a refuge.  Of course - if you can bring the kids along - so much the better.  We all know 
the increasing separation of youth and the outdoors and refuges are a great place to reverse this trend. 

 

I look forward to seeing you on a refuge sometime very soon. 
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Way to Go! 
Jerry Doucet initially got involved with the Service because 
he wanted to volunteer at Lacassine NWR.  He had fished 
there for many years and he wanted to give back.  He was 
encouraged to attend a Friends Group meeting in February 
2005, where he became a Friend and volunteer. 
 
In May 2006, the Friends Group was without a President and 
it needed a leader.  Recovering from hurricane Rita, the  
refuges and staff really needed Friends. Jerry stepped up.  
With Jerry as the President, the Friends have overcome 
501c3 filing hurdles and achieved non-profit status; received 
over $30,000 worth of project funds; hosted public meetings 

and congressional tours; participated in Friends conferences; given public  presentations; assisted with hunting 
and fishing programs; worked in the visitor center; and have constructed many needed items. 
 
Most recently, Jerry helped the Complex with a very unique project.  Their newly re-furbished visitor center 
will have two talking Cajun manikins in its feature exhibit.  They needed someone to rewrite the scripts into 
“Cajun speak”, to later be recorded by voice actors. Jerry completed this task for them with a short deadline. 
A female voice actor was chosen; however, an appropriate male voice was unavailable. As a meeting took 
place to discuss what to do; Jerry came in exclaiming greetings in French.  Guess what?  After two weeks of 
practicing voice acting with the scripts, Jerry was snoring and telling stories into a microphone, at a recording 
studio in Baton Rouge.   

Get to Know Your Friends -  
The Friends of Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery, Inc. was formed to assist 
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery in  
meeting its mission on a daily basis. 
 
The mission statement of the Friends is to promote a better understanding and 
appreciation of the natural history, resources and habitat of Kentucky, with  
particular emphasis on promoting environmental education and recreational  
fishing to the public.  
 
One of their largest sources of revenue and responsibility is managing the gift shop in the new Visitor/
Environmental Education Center. Because of this enormous task, they have one paid employee who works 3 
days a week. Some of their other accomplishments in 2008 include: attending a National Fisheries Friends 
Group Conference in Washington D.C., visited with and written letters to their congressional delegation, paid 
for ads in local tourism brochures, secured grants for and purchased classroom equipment, awarded a $1,000 
scholarship to a local high school senior, sponsored two local youths to attend Summer Conservation Camp 
at Camp Earl Wallace, sponsored one local high school student to attend an Entomology Camp at the  
University of Kentucky, sponsored local teachers to attend in service training, provided lunch and snack, door 
prizes, etc. for most of the workshops and training opportunities held at the hatchery. Through gift shop 
sales, grants and generous donations, they will be able to continue this type of assistance to deserving people 
in their communities, and to further promote their mission. 
 
Thus far in 2009, they have developed and maintained two websites; http://www.catcharainbow.org and 
http://www.friendsofwolfcreeknfh.com.  
 
One of the largest events they are involved with is the Annual Catch A Rainbow Kids Fishing Derby which 
had 1,650 kids last year. In September, they co-sponsored two new fishing events held at the hatchery. “Catch 
A Smile” was a fishing derby held for seniors, 65 and older. “Reaching For Rainbows” was a fishing derby 
held for physically and mentally challenged kids. 
 
If you would like more information, please visit their website, www.friendsofwolfcreeknfh.com, or call  
270-343-3797. You can also e-mail them at friendsofwolfcreeknfh@live.com. They look forward to hearing 
from you! 

 

http://www.catcharainbow.org/�
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mailto:friendsofwolfcreeknfh@live.com�


Refuge News -  
Connecting People With Nature 
 

Does your Friends Group have a photo club or lead photography programs?  
Then we need your help! The Service is about to launch a fun and innovative 
Memorial Day Campaign titled - “Creating Memories in Nature”.  The  
premise behind the campaign is getting people out to our refuges to take  
pictures that they can submit for inclusion in a photo mosaic.  The photo 
mosaic will then be made into a poster that potentially can be sold in your 
bookstores.  The campaign will be launched the beginning of May and run 
through the end of summer.  For more information or to find out how you 
can help, please contact Stacy Armitage at 404/679-7178.
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 NEWS NEEDED! 

Do you have an event, outstanding volunteer or      
accomplishment you would like to share in the next  

issue?   Please have you submissions to Stacy Armitage 
(stacy_armitage@fws.gov) by July 1st. 

 

-Thank You! 

Fisheries News - 
Fish Have Friends! 
With great excitement, the Fisheries 
Program has announced the  
formation of the National Fisheries 
Friends Partnership.  NFFP is a newly 
created national fisheries conservation 
organization.  This organization was 
created with a vision of promoting 
and supporting a strong network of 
friends groups at USFWS Fisheries 
Program field stations nationwide.  
These friends groups provide an  
independent citizen voice thinking 
nationally and acting locally to  
enhance the protection and  
conservation of our nation’s aquatic 
resources for the benefit of present and future generations. 
 
Dozens of representatives from the 27 Fisheries friends groups, Fisheries Program staff, and the new NFFP 
Board of Directors gathered in Arlington this March to kick-off NFFP’s efforts.  The group discussed goals 
and strategies, and were exposed to perspectives from guest speakers from a variety of partner groups.  
Rowan Gould, Acting Director, and other Washington Office leadership spoke to welcome and  
congratulate the group. 
 
NFFP’s first elected Chairman is Davy Wotton, who is the founding President of the Friends of Norfork 
National Fish Hatchery in Arkansas.  Norfork’s friends group is the largest in the Fisheries Program, with 
more than 230 individual members and has been in existence since 2006. 
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Citizen Science  
 By Dan Dziekonski, Friends of Tennessee National Wildlife Refuge 
 

One of the many things that the spread and proliferation of home computers and the internet has made possible 
is the participation of average citizens in scientific research.  What is citizen science?  "Citizen science is a way 
for you to learn about birds, plants, insects, science, and conservation by participating in real scientific 
studies. As a partnership between the public and professional scientists, we make up one of the world's 
largest research teams!"  Citizen science is a way for researchers to expand the scope of their observations 
from that of their staff and cooperating graduate students to the backyards and wild areas around the country.  
Some of these programs require a great deal of time and knowledge but the vast majority are designed to involve 
average people and only require a limited amount of time.  
  

In some areas we have detailed records that go back hundreds of years.  In other areas we are virtually blind.  
The key to many of these programs is gathering small pieces of information, on small numbers of insects, birds, 
plants and trees, from a great many participants in every corner of the country.  This is an example of where a 
few people, each doing just a little, accomplish a great deal.  In many cases it will take years to accumulate 
enough data to predict trends.  In some cases new data will be combined with existing data that goes back     
decades and make a difference today.  An example would be Audubon bird counts that go back to the Christmas 
Bird Count of 1900 and beyond.  Please give us a hand and start today. 
  

These programs are great for teenagers as well.  If you have children or grandchildren this could be a great 
hobby that gets them outside and involved. Please pass this information along to all others that you think might 
enjoy helping to uncover more about the world we live in.  The task might seem huge but remember it is being 
conducted by thousands of people across the country, each performing just one little part. These are programs 
that will provide their best results years down the road but we all need to start today to lay the ground work for 
our children's future.  Remember the saying "The best time to plant a tree is forty years ago. The second best 
time to plant one is today." 
 

If you are interested an internet search under citizen science will identify many programs and you can refine your 
search using key words such as birds or plants.  We will briefly discuss three programs that are quite varied for 
your review. 
  

Project Bud Burst 
 

Project Bud Burst is a study of phenology.  Phenology is the relationship between climate and periodic biological 
events such as bird migration and plant flowering.  Dr. Sandra Henderson is enlisting volunteers nationwide to 
observe when plants first leaf and flower.  The data will be compiled and analyzed to detect trends or changes, 
or to see if the dates are remaining constant.  You can get more information and sign up at:  
http://www.windows.ucar.edu/citizen_science/budburst/   
  

Join The Hunt For Bees 
  

Bee populations have come under increasing stress.  Many of our foods are pollinated by bees and this could 
have a serious impact.  Mites have attacked bees and now colony collapse, where whole hives of bees disappear 
and die off, is a threat.  This study by Dr Gretchen Lebuhn involves planting sunflowers and then when they 
bloom tracking the number of bees that visit the flowers.  You plant the seeds and wait for the bees.  It should 
take less than 30 minutes per month.  http://www.greatsunflower.org/   
  

Citizen Science At Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
   

For the bird watchers the Cornell University Lab of Ornithology has been a leader in citizen science. Dr Janis 
Dickinson leads programs such as Nest Watch and Feeder Watch along with the Great Backyard Bird Count.   
 
Some of these programs are done by avid bird watchers but many are for folks that just like to watch the birds at 
their feeder.  You can get information at:  
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/netcommunity/Page.aspx?pid=708   
  

Some of the Cornell Programs are intense, one day observations, and are coordinated to gather data from all 
around the country at precisely the same point in time.  The Great Backyard Bird Count is an example of this.  
Because birds migrate and travel, checking at a precise time gives you a nationwide data base.  Other counts such 
as Feeder Watch are continuous and ongoing.  These provide data that is better representative of trends than the 
snapshot that gives the instantaneous counts.  All are valuable and geared toward people with different levels of 
expertise and varying amounts of time that they can donate to the project.  Here are eleven projects that all have 
different levels of skill and involvement: http://www.birds.cornell.edu/netcommunity/citsci/projects 
 

http://www.windows.ucar.edu/citizen_science/budburst/�
http://www.greatsunflower.org/�
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/netcommunity/Page.aspx?pid=708�
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/netcommunity/citsci/projects�


 Advanced Partnerships:  Building         
Sustainable Revenues - NCTC, May 12 - 
May 15, This 2 ½ day course provides        
participants with the tools to create sustainable 
funding strategies.  Friends are encouraged to 
attend with their Refuge Manager/Liaison.  
Click here for more information. 

 Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge will 
celebrate "Earth Day and National Wildlife 
Week" on Saturday, April 18, 2009.  They have 
some very special activities planned to        
encourage public participation as well as a  
"signature event"  to commemorate the Grand 
Opening of their new Environmental        
Education/Concession Building Complex.  
Click here for more information. 

 Pea Island NWR will host its annual     
Crabbing Rodeo on the second Saturday in 
June from 9 am until noon.  Prizes will be 
awarded to all children and participants are 
encouraged to bring everything they will need 
for the morning including sunscreen, insect 
repellent, food, drink, etc.  Click here for 
more information. 

Friends Group 

 The Friends of the Norfork 
National Fish Hatchery 
and the Norfork NFH are 
proud of their hatchery and 
want to show it off at their 
Second Annual Open House 
on May 2nd.  The day will be 
filled with games, casting and 
fly tying demos and tours of the hatchery. 

 Kids Fish for Fun - June 6 at Warm Springs 
National Fish Hatchery.  Kids ages 3 - 12 can 
learn basic fishing fundamentals while having 
fun outdoors! Visit F.I.S.H for more  
information. 

 Join a Friends of Loxahatchee NWR        
naturalists for an early morning bird walk on 
the Marsh Trail every Wednesday and Saturday 
at 7:30 am to learn about migratory and        
year-round residents of the Refuge. 

 “Take a Walk on the Wild Side” with the 
Friends of St. Catherine Creek during their 
event in celebration of National Trails Day on 
Saturday, June 2.  Meet at the Magnolia Trail 
Parking Lot for a morning filled with adventure! 

www.stateofthebirds.org 
 A report commissioned by the Service outlining the state of birds in the United 
 States.  Worth the read! 

Volunteers and Invasive Plants - Learning and Lending a Helping Hand 
 Designed for National Wildlife Refuge volunteers and Friends groups, this invasive 
 plant online training program provides science-based, introductory information that 
 is suitable for anyone interested in learning about invasive plants. 

http://www.fws.gov/friends/Resources/Books.asp 
 A list of books and publications to help you learn more about the National Wildlife    
 Refuge System and managing a nonprofit organization.  

  
Currently, Friends Groups can not claim board  
meeting hours as volunteer hours.  Draft policy  

regarding this issue will be coming down the pike soon and 
YOUR  input will be invaluable to making a decision on 

whether or not your advocacy and fund-raising work will be 
counted towards your volunteer hours.  As soon as the draft 

policy is out I will let you know. 
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FWS Events 
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