
Public Comment Period –  
Upon publication of the proposed rule in the Federal Register, a public comment 
period is opened for 30-60 days to allow the public to review the proposed rule 
and submit comments to the Service for consideration. 
 
Peer Review –  
Current Service policy requires contacting at least three independent reviewers 
to comment on any aspect of the proposal.  Peer reviewers are specialists in the 
field who are not involved in producing the draft.  The Service may request 
review of the scientific information used in the analysis and the validity of the 
data. 
 
Public Hearing, if requested –  
A public hearing must be held if one is requested, in writing, within 45 days of 
publication of the proposed rule. 
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