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Fish and Wildlife Service celebrates Endangered Species
Day with partners in the community

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) with the Bay County school system celebrates Endangered Species
Day, May 16, 2008. The Service joined 5" graders at three schools, Cherry Street, Lynn Haven, and Southport
Elementary under the “Learn & Serve” program to learn about federally protected species that occur in Bay County. Ms.
Summer Zephyr, media specialist with AD Harris High School, coordinated the program.

Four students, “learned” about the red-cockaded woodpecker, loggerhead sea turtle, Gulf sturgeon, and white-
birds-in-a-nest, a plant. The students Ms. Katarina Gorchov Negron, Ms. Christina Jones, Ms. Samantha Eaton and Ms.
Lauren Dobbs were mentored by a Service biologist and then “served” the information to other students at the schools.
The students learned about the life history of the species, their importance to people, causes of their decline and how to
help protect the species. The students participated in a habitat scramble game to demonstrate what they learned, sang
This Land is Your Land,” and pledged “To protect endangered species and the places they call home for the benefit of
people and the world.”

“The students who participated in the celebration are the leaders of tomorrow and will be responsible for the
species conservation, so it is vitally important for them to connect with the species that are found in their own
backyard” said Ms. Janet Mizzi, Deputy Field Supervisor, for the Service’s Panama City Field Office in Florida.

The Endangered Species Day celebration culminated with an art contest where the students created posters
that promote protecting endangered species. The winners were: Clint Terrell, St. Andrew School; Heather Young,
Lynn Haven Elementary School; Samantha Eaton, Cherry Street Elementary School; and Destiny Harrison,
Southport Elementary School. The winning art work will be displayed at the Junior Museum from May 27 to June
27,2008.

The Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, is the federal law established to provide for the
conservation of the nation’s endangered and threatened species, their habitat, and the ecosystems in which they
depend. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal federal agency responsible for conserving, protecting
and enhancing fish, wildlife and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. The
Service manages the 95-million-acre National Wildlife Refuge System, which encompasses 545 national wildlife
refuges, thousands of small wetlands and other special management areas. It also operates 69 national fish
hatcheries, 64 fishery resource offices and 81 ecological services field stations. The agency enforces federal wildlife
laws, administers the Endangered Species Act, manages migratory bird populations, restores nationally significant
fisheries, conserves and restores wildlife habitat such as wetlands, and helps foreign governments with their
conservation efforts. It also oversees the Federal Aid program that distributes hundreds of millions of dollars in
excise taxes on fishing and hunting equipment to state fish and wildlife agencies. Visit the Service’s website at
http://www.fws.gov.
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