
J.W. Corbett Wildlife Management Area Environmental Assessment

THE NEPA PROCESS

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires federal agencies to: 

• Consider the environmental impacts of major federal projects or decisions; 

• Share information with the public; 

• Identify and assess reasonable alternatives; and 

• Coordinate efforts with other planning and environmental reviews taking 
place. 

 
If a proposed project is determined to be categorically excluded via the 
NEPA Compliance Checklist, then an environmental assessment is not 
needed. 
 
An Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared if an activity is not 
categorically excluded or if the impacts of an activity are uncertain. 
 
An Environmental Assessment: 

• Aids in planning and decision-making; 

• Serves as a vehicle to gain public input; 

• Facilitates interagency coordination; and 

• Simplifies permit approval. 
 
Environmental Assessment Process: 

• Draft EA is prepared. 

• Public is notified of the availability of the EA. 

• Public review/comment period established (typically 30 days). 

• If needed, a revised EA is prepared. 

• A final EA is prepared and made available to the public. 
 

Decision resulting from Environmental Assessment: 

• If determined that the proposed project will not significantly affect the 
quality of the human environment, a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) is prepared and signed by the Service. 

• If determined that the proposed project will significantly affect the human 
environment, an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is prepared and 
signed by the Service. 


