' CENTER for BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

April 4, 2014

Sally Jewell

Secretary of the Interior
18th and "C" Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Douglas Krofta, Chief

Branch of Listing, Endangered Species Program
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

4401 North Fairfax Drive, Room 420
Arlington, VA 22203

Cynthia Dohner, Regional Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Southeast Region
1875 Century Blvd., Suite 400

Atlanta, GA 30345

Janet Mizzi Chief, Division of Species and Habitat Assessment
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Southeast Region

1875 Century Boulevard

Atlanta, GA 30345

Dear Secretary Jewell and others:

On April 20, 2010, the Center for Biological Diversity and allies petitioned for
Endangered Species Act protection for 404 aquatic, riparian, and wetland species from
the southeastern United States including the Chattooga River Crayfish (Cambarus scotti)
and the Blackbarred Crayfish (Cambarus unestami). On September 27, 2011, the Service
issued a positive 90-day finding for 374 of the species in the petition including these two
crayfishes (76 FR 59836).

I am writing to withdraw the Chattooga River Crayfish and the Blackbarred Crayfish
from the petition. A newly published study, Kilburn et al. (2014)*, determined that these

! Kilburn, S.L., C.A. Taylor, and G.A. Schuster. 2014. Conservation assessment and
habitat notes for three rare Alabama crayfishes: Cambarus cracens, Cambarus scotti, and
Cambarus unestami. Southeastern Naturalist 13(1): 108-113.



two species appear to be stable across their ranges. In light of this updated information,
we are no longer seeking federal protection for these species.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

On behalf of all petitioners,

Tierra R. Curry, M.Sc.

Senior Scientist

Center for Biological Diversity
PO Box 11374

Portland, OR 97211
tcurry@biologicaldiversity.org




