
 

  

Tackling climate change in Tennessee’s State Wildlife Action Plan 

Tackling climate change may seem like an impossible feat, like trying to find a tiny needle in an 
enormous hay stack. But, if you take a small handful of hay and begin sifting through it, suddenly the 
challenge seems less monstrous. This is exactly how our Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 
planning team felt as we attempted to incorporate climate change in Tennessee’s State Wildlife Action 
Plan (SWAP). As part of the State Wildlife Grants Program (SWG), each state had to complete a plan 
that identified species and habitats of greatest conservation need and outlined the steps to conserve 
them.  

Early in January of 2005, Our SWG planning team met to begin discussions on species and habitat 
threats for inclusion in Tennessee’s SWAP. Our team was quite diverse and possessed the knowledge 
and years of experience needed to accomplish the task at hand. However, when it came to the topic of 
climate change, we scratched our heads. Climate change was beginning to get headlines in the national 
media and, to be honest, that was about the extent of our knowledge. We agreed climate change was a 
potential threat to Tennessee’s wildlife, but we also realized the enormity of the issue and decided to 
tackle this topic some other day.  

Three years later, we began talking again about addressing climate change. We started educating ourselves and to help us, the 
volume and scope of peer reviewed literature had greatly increased. We soon realized that we not only needed to address climate 
change in terms of our greatest conservation need species and SWAP, but with all wildlife, including game species. Our approach, 
we decided, would be to develop a preliminary document summarizing the peer-reviewed literature with added discussions on how 
the literature results might be applied to habitats and wildlife in Tennessee. We then incorporated additional team members from 
various divisions within our agency. As a result of that meeting, faunal and habitat teams were created.  

In the end, the process was not that painful and we were able to produce a good description of potential climate change effects in 
the terms of habitats, wildlife and recreation. By collaborating with others and chipping away small pieces at a time, we were able to 
begin tackling that climate change monster.  

John Watkins of the Service’s Division of Federal Assistance is the Grants Manager for the SWG Program. Tennessee received 
$1,071,980 in SWG funds for FY 2009. For more information on TN’s SWG program, visit, 
http://www.state.tn.us/twra/cwcs/cwcsindex.html  

Submitted by Richard Kirk, non-game and endangered species program coordinator, Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency
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Strategic habitat conservation in the St. Marys River System 

The St. Marys River flows from the Okefenokee Swamp as if influenced by the snakes there. Its 
serpentine path takes this remote blackwater stream 130 miles to reach the Cumberland Sound, with 
tides washing just 40 air-miles from the great swamp headwaters. This twisted stretch of water 
establishes the easternmost border between Georgia and Florida, and gifts the states with cypress and 
bottomland hardwood swamps, salt marshes, mud flats, and the diversity and abundance of plants and 
animals supported by these rich habitats. The St. Marys River is unique, and worth protecting. That is 

why the St Marys River Fisheries Restoration Committee (SMFRC) was formed.  

Under the realization that many of the issues that need attention fall outside the jurisdiction of a single agency, the SMFRC 
partnership involves collaboration and cooperation with other agencies, organizations, private landowners, and political 
constituencies, to bring to bear the kind and amount of resources needed to protect the health of the St Marys River System.  

“The St Marys River Fisheries Restoration Committee is strategic habitat conservation at work,” says 
Vincent Mudrak, SMFRC coordinator and director of the Service’s Warm Springs Regional Fisheries 
Center. “We are working collectively to implement adaptive management approaches on a landscape 
level.”  
 
“I’m confident that through our shared purpose we will see increased resources, shared efficiency, 
innovative solutions, better communication, increased public support, and positive organizational morale, 
which translate to tremendous benefits for this river system,” continues Mudrak.  
 
Restoration and preservation of aquatic habitats, both in quality and quantity, are high priorities for this river system. Partnership 
work is being planned to evaluate riverine habitat, and to restore natural conditions by mitigating the human caused disturbances 
that might affect the survival of native species.  

Within the St Marys River System, some fisheries once plentiful have declined due to human activities over time. River species like 
striped bass, American shad, and Atlantic sturgeon are being considered for restoration. The Atlantic sturgeon has been accepted 
by the SMFRC as the target indicator species for restoration - analogous to the “canary in the coal mine.”  

The Atlantic sturgeon require a strong founding population to fully recover, and the river must retain those aquatic habitat 
characteristics needed by the sturgeon to complete all phases of their life cycle (adult maturation, spawning habitat, egg incubation 
and hatch, larval development, nursery water conditions, and juvenile forage). SMFRC will work with conservation groups to secure 
aquatic habitat conditions suitable for Atlantic sturgeon, and will work to restore a genetically viable self-sustaining sturgeon 
population. In so doing, partners also will improve water quality and aquatic habitat conditions which will benefit many other aquatic 
species.  

The partnership work by SMFRC will eventually build stronger coalitions with the angling community as various fish species 
respond to improvements in the aquatic habitat. The restoration of the sturgeon (a highly charismatic fish to some) brings a new 
aura of mystique to the river. The recent societal trend of non-consumptive public users, who embrace the ideals of eco-tourism 
and value rivers for their natural beauty, would be enhanced by the return of migratory sturgeon. Partners within SMFRC will 
collaborate to improve public access within the St Marys River System in ways that reflect a responsible approach to conservation. 

“This organized conservation effort reflects a measurable outcome from the Regional Directorate's 2006 Cross-Agency meeting 
with Florida and Georgia. The Service’s Fisheries has taken the lead on initiating this effort, but the continuing accomplishment 
credit for SMFRC work goes to all partners,” says Mudrak.  
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The Service, along with Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, St. Johns River Water Management District, and St. Marys River 
Management Committee, along with others, have partnered to establish the 
SMFRC, and are seeking status as a subunit under the Southeast Aquatic 
Resources Partnership (SARP), which is one of nine designated Fish Habitat 
Partnerships under the National Fish Habitat Action Plan.  

For more information about the SMFRC, contact Vincent Mudrak, 
Vincent_Mudrak@fws.gov, 706-655-3382.  

Submitted by Judy Toppins, Fisheries, Atlanta, Georgia

  

Behind the Scenes-- 

Eliza Ford takes third place in Tennessee’s Junior Duck Stamp contest 

Eliza Ford received third place in the Tennessee Junior Duck Stamp contest for her age group, fourth through 
sixth grade. Eliza is the daughter of Bob Ford, the region’s coordinator for wildlife’s adaptation to climate 
change and regional science priorities.  

“Eliza always had a strong interest and talent for art, and often sketches out cartoons or scenes around her,” 
Bob says. “She chose to draw a Harlequin duck, a rare visitor to Tennessee or the Southeast; but, as Eliza 
says, ‘pretty and very cool to draw’.”  

Her art teacher and sponsor is Mr. Tracey Evans, part of her school system. The 
awards ceremony was held at Grassmere Park in Nashville on May 9. The 
Tennessee Junior Duck Stamp contest is coordinated by Joan Stevens at the 
Tennessee National Wildlife Refuge, and was started in 1995.  

Submitted by Bob Ford, Migratory Birds, Memphis, Tennessee  

  

Bragging Rights -- 

  

Page 3 of 21Southeastern Concurrence Monthly Newsletter

7/20/2009file://C:\debs\SoutheasternCurrents\2009July.html



  

Controlled burn is a follow-up to a recent wildfire on Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge 

Fire crews from Alligator River and Pocosin Lakes National Wildlife Refuges successfully conducted a 
2,000-acre controlled burn on Monday, June 1, 2009, at the Northwest Mashoes burn unit, following the 
Southwest Mashoes wildfire response on Saturday, May 30.  

"Our fire crews were able to take advantage of the new firebreak created by the Southwest Mashoes 
Road Wildfire that occurred Saturday and conduct a controlled burn in this area we have been waiting to 
burn for the past eight years,” said Tom Crews, fire management officer. “In the past, it has been too wet 
to burn in the western part of the Mashoes compartment during the normal prescribed burning season. 
This time, all the conditions lined up for our guys to go in and do the job, and they did it professionally 
and efficiently. With favorable weather for fire behavior and smoke management on Monday, they pulled 
off this historic burn."  

Greg Suszek from Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge directed the burn using two wildland fire 
engines, a marshmaster, a boat with portable pumps, and a helicopter with aerial ignition device to burn 
the area on the west side of Mashoes Road and east of the shoreline at East Lake, between Mashoes 
and the Ed Sawyer Firebreak. Eleven personnel from the North Carolina Forest Service participated in 

the burn, and the Manns Harbor Volunteer Fire Department stood by as a contingency force.  

"Our neighbors living in Mashoes can sleep better now, knowing that they are safer from wildfires than they have been in many 
years. Prior to Monday, we have had 'perfect storm' conditions for many, many, years - set up for a wildfire burning from the south 
and impacting this community. It was fortunate that a lightning or arson event never coincided with strong, dry, southwest winds,” 
said Crews. “However, with the extremely dense shrub and pine litter accumulated in woods just south of these homes, it was just a 
matter of time before a wildfire occurred. A common saying we hear as we go around the country from Florida to Washington State 
responding to fires in communities like Mashoes is ‘We never thought it would happen to us!' It's sad to talk to people who are 
picking their personal belongings from the smoldering remains of their homes after a fire.”  

Including this burn, fire crews from Alligator River and Pocosin Lakes National Wildlife Refuges have conducted 33 prescribed 
burns during the 2009 season for a total of 21,410 acres (more than 33 square miles) on six different National Wildlife Refuges in 
eastern North Carolina.  

Submitted by Bonnie Strawser, Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge, Manteo, North Carolina 

Union Chapel Elementary School students enjoy fishing trip to Wolf Creek 

In June, more than 70 Students at Union Chapel Elementary School enjoyed a day of fishing in a well-
stocked Wolf Creek Fish Hatchery creek. These students spent months of preparation in the classroom 
learning how to tie knots, practicing their casting skills, and discussing the parts of a fish, through a 
special physical-education fishing program.  

Union Chapel, located in Jamestown, was the only school in Kentucky to receive the Future Fisherman 
Foundation Phys. Ed National Fishing and Boating Grant during the summer of 2008. With the 
assistance of the hatchery and its Friends Group, and with training guidance from members of the Louisville, Kentucky based 
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chapter of Trout Unlimited, the grant has been a resounding success. Plans are underway to integrate more fishing in Union 
Chapel’s physical-education program next year. In fact, another area school, Jamestown Elementary, applied as a potential 
recipient for the 2009 award distribution.  

Union Chapel was one of 76 schools in 32 states chosen to receive the Future Fisherman Foundation Phys Ed Fishing Grant in 
2008.  

Submitted by Amanda Patrick, Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery, Jamestown, Kentucky

Northern rough-winged swallows’ unusual habitat  

The Service’s mission to conserve, protect, and enhance fish and wildlifeand 
their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people goes a long 
way at the Warm Springs Regional Fish Center. The RFC provides habitat to 
a number of different species. There are streams, ponds, a wetland display 
pond, purple martin houses, blue bird boxes, and wood duck boxes available 
on site to provide shelter and nesting opportunities. But, little did the RFC 
know that work vehicles also could provide habitat. Recently, staff people 
noticed pine straw hanging out of the mufflers of several vehicles. After 
removing the straw several times, they observed a pair of birds trying to build 
nests in the exhaust pipes of two of the vehicles. A staff biologist with the Fish 
Technology Center set up a mist net and tried to catch the birds for 
identification and to prevent them from being injured when the vehicles were needed for work. The birds 

collected were Northern roughed-winged swallows.  

Submitted by Bill Bouthillier, Warm Springs Fish Technology Center, Georgia

Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge Crabbing and Fishing Rodeo  

More than 300 people spent Saturday morning, June 13, 1009, enjoying the Pea Island National Wildlife 
Refuge Crabbing and Fishing Rodeo. Local businesses donated a wide variety of prizes to give the 
children. This year 121 children received prizes donated by more than 25 businesses.  

“We always have a drawing at noon where every child wins a prize,” says Cindy Heffley, Visitor Services 
specialist. “It’s always fun to call out each name and see the child come up and look over all the prizes 
before selecting just the right one.”  

Submitted by Bonnie Strawser, Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge, Manteo, North Carolina
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Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery provides training on constructing wetlands 

It’s no secret that Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery is known for its trout. But, did you know that it’s also 
known for its wetlands? Through the efforts of more than 30 individuals, Wolf Creek served as host for a 
two-day course in how to design and construct wetlands. Led by nationally known wetlands expert and 
author, Tom Biebighauser, a biologist with the U.S. Forest Service working in the Daniel Boone National 
Forest, the workshop gave attendees the chance to learn how wetland projects can be planned in 
forested and open areas, on vast expanses of public land, within transmission line right-of-ways and on 
school grounds. The event attracted people from a variety of professions and from five different states, 
including Texas.  

The engaging workshop was designed for individuals interested in constructing small wetlands for 
environmental education and to benefit wildlife. Participants learned how to assess site conditions to determine the location, size, 
and type of wetland to be constructed, lay out proposed wetlands, select a construction technique, work with heavy equipment 
operators, and establish native plants. Attendees also enjoyed a chance to put their newfound knowledge to work by constructing 
three wetlands, all of which will prove to be of great benefit for the hatchery and its visitors, especially during school field trips.  

The event was made possible at a small cost to all attendees through the generous support of numerous organizations and 
agencies, including the following: U.S. Forest Service, Eastern Kentucky PRIDE, Sheltowee Environmental Education Coalition, 
Association of State Wetland Managers, East Kentucky Power Cooperative, Inc, PARC (Partners in Reptiles and Amphibian 
Conservation), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery, Friends of Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery, 
Inc and the Center for Wetlands and Stream Restoration. More photos in Photo Album.  

Submitted by Amanda Patrick, Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery, Jamestown, Kentucky 

St. Vincent red wolves released into North Carolina wild 

In addition to wild and captive populations of red wolves, there is another important component to the 
Red Wolf Recovery Program – island propagation sites. St. Vincent National Wildlife Refuge in 
Apalachicola, Florida, is one such site. Island propagation is a part of the captive program, but the "pen" 
is an island. The offspring acclimate to a wild setting before one or more of the litter is brought to North 
Carolina’s restoration area and released. In May, 2009, a female red wolf from St. Vincent was released 
into an area where biologists hope she’ll find a mate and have pups. In addition to the adult female, four 
yearling males from St. Vincent were released in eastern North Carolina during 2009.  

Submitted by Diane Hendry and Bonnie Strawser, Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge, North Carolina
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Red wolf species alive and well

It's been a really productive spring and early summer for the Red Wolf 
Recovery Program. Forty-one puppies were born to 11 wild red wolf litters 
during 2009. In addition, one male and three female pups from Lincoln Park 
Zoo in Chicago, Illinois, were fostered into two wild litters in eastern North 
Carolina. These pups bring the 10-year total to 24 pups that have been 
fostered into wild packs in northeastern North Carolina – the only place in 
the world where red wolves live in their natural habitat. In all cases, the 
fostered pups were readily accepted by their parents and siblings. Fostering 
must take place during the first 12 days of a puppy’s life. Logistics can be 
tricky, but for this team of biologists with nearly 100 years of collective 
experience, the process is old hat!  

Submitted by Diane Hendry and Bonnie Strawser, Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge, 
North Carolina 

Partnerships create home for refuge bats 

For years, colony-forming bats of St Vincent National Wildlife Refuge dwelled in the attic of the old 
hunting cabin, a wooden lodging structure located on the barrier island near Apalachicola, Florida. Their 
twilight departure patterns the air and guano droppings on the porch provide a distinctive fragrance. In 
2006, Ryan Barberides of Lynn Haven built four pole bat houses as part of his Eagle Scout project. He 
was assisted by the Bonita Bay Environmental Youth Club and Boy Scout Troop Number 321 in placing 
the poles on the island. Currently the four houses are located just south west of the cabin and all four 
show evidence of use.  

An historical renovation of the cabin is underway, which will displace the wintering occupants, a colony of Brazilian free tail bats. To 
resolve this problem, refuge volunteers Carl Wolfe and Rae Ellen Syverson, contacted Joe Reinman, Wildlife Biologist at the St. 
Marks National Wildlife Refuge. He encouraged them to investigate building a community bat house on St. Vincent Island. The St. 
Marks Refuge Association, Inc. agreed to purchase the materials needed to build the bat house. A generous donation of materials 
and labor for the roof was donated by Bobby James, Bobby James Quality Roofing Inc. of Eastpoint, Florida. The four utility poles 
supporting the bat house were donated by Progress Energy of Florida.  
 
The community bat house was constructed under the direction of Bob Casey, a refuge volunteer from Connecticut, along with the 
following individuals and companies who made this project a success: inmates from the Franklin County Work Camp; refuge 
volunteers Ken Fox, David Standeart, and Bob Casey’s wife Anita. Refuge Forestry Technician Dale Shiver provided labor, 
expertise, and valuable knowledge during the entire project; and St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge employee Dallas Beckett, who 
transported a fork lift to the island and assisted with the task of erecting the bat house on the poles.  

The community bat house follows a plan from Florida Bat Conservancy and consists of 74 sheets of 4’ x 8’ plywood housed within a 
8’ x 8’ wooden building, located 15’-16’ off the ground. Now that the bat house is complete, it may take some time to achieve a 
good occupancy rate. However, with a local population of Brazilian free-tail bats that will be displaced with the cabin renovation, a 
good bat house design, and careful placement of the new home in the vicinity of the cabin, there is a very good likelihood that the 
house will soon be occupied.  

Community bat houses are designed to provide roosting habitat for colony forming bats. The colony- forming bats of the Florida 
panhandle likely to share the community bat house at St. Vincent Island Refuge are Brazilian free-tail bats, big brown bats, evening 
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bats and southeastern myotis bats.  

Community bat houses are usually 4 to 8 feet square and may host more than 50,000 bats. Large community bat houses have 
been built at several locations in Florida including Hickory Mound Wildlife Management Area in Taylor County, Florida A&M 
University in Tallahassee, Knapp-Phipps Park in Tallahassee, and Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park in Suwannee County. The 
largest of the Florida bat houses is an 18’ x 18’ house on the University of Florida campus in Gainesville. More than 100,000 bats 
were reported to roost in this structure by 2008. Descriptions of these bat houses and those at other locations can be found at the 
Florida Bat Conservancy web site:http://www.floridabats.org/CBH.htm  

Submitted by Robin Will, St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, St. Marks, Florida 

Southeast Louisiana Refuges’ visitor center opens  

All visitors coming into the newly opened visitor center at the Southeast Louisiana Refuges headquarters 
in Lacombe, Louisiana, have a chance to enter free weekly drawings for the children’s Zebco fishing 
poles with tackle, donated by The Friends of Louisiana Wildlife Refuges. Drawings are held every Friday 
at noon, through September 18, 2009. Southeast Louisiana National Wildlife Refuges' first weekly winner 
of a free Zebco rod n' reel set with tackle was Steven Stein, aged 8, of Slidell, Louisiana.  

The eight National Wildlife Refuges of the Southeast Louisiana Refuges complex are featured in the 
visitor center on grounds that formerly were the site of the Holy Redeemer Seminary and High School. 
The distinctive visitor center building, a former chapel for the seminary, is located at 61389 Hwy. 434 in 
Lacombe and is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays. As the corps of volunteer staff 
increases, the center will be opened on additional days.  

Visitor center displays spotlight the unique qualities of each of the eight National Wildlife Refuges, which 
range from Atchafalaya to the west, to the islands of Breton in the Gulf of Mexico. The other refuges in 
the complex are Bayou Sauvage, Bayou Teche, Big Branch Marsh, Bogue Chitto, Delta, and Mandalay. 
Additional displays focus on how the refuges are managed for public uses such as fishing, hunting, and viewing wildlife; restoring 
coastal and interior wetlands; environmental education; forest and fire management; and managing for endangered species.  

Volunteers and the Friends of Louisiana Wildlife Refuges have carried out extensive restoration of the former Bayou Gardens. 
Several trails near the visitor center allow for exploration of the gardens and grounds.  

Submitted by Byron Fortier, Southeast Louisiana Refuges Complex, Lacombe, Louisiana 

Kids’ Fishing Clinic at Panama City Mariana 

The Panama City, Florida, Ecological Services and Fisheries Field Office 
assisted the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission in the thirteenth Annual 
Kids Fishing Clinic held at the Panama City Mariana on June 6, 2009. The 
event attracted more than 280 eager anglers who were instructed at different 
stations about fish habitat, fishing ethics, knot-tying, casting and water safety. 

After completing the learning stations, each child received a free fishing rod and reel, tackle box, and 
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bait. Then, they tested their angling skills in the bay waters. A fish or two, free drinks, hot dogs, and ice 
cream topped off a fun day.  

Submitted by Frank Parauka, Panama City, Florida, Ecological Services and Fisheries Field Office

Successful fishing derby and casting competition at Banks Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge  

More than 100 children from southern Georgia and northern Florida participated Saturday, June 6, 2009, 
in a fun-filled day of activities at Banks Lake’s Youth Fishing Derby and Reel Kids Casting Competition. 
The event was held in conjunction with National Fishing and Boating Week which promotes safe and 
responsible fishing, boating, and water stewardship.  

The fishing derby portion of the event was held at Flatlanders Lake in Lakeland, Georgia. Kids from ages 
3 to 15 competed for prizes, and every kid who participated received a certificate. The kids were able to 
catch hundreds of catfish, some weighing up to six pounds in just over two hours.  

Later, the event moved to Banks Lake for the Reel Kids Casting Contest. Children, aged 6 to 15, 
competed for trophies and prizes as they demonstrated their skill casting lures to targets at varying 
lengths. Participants also enjoyed free food and fishing lures, and painted fish prints on T-shirts. Many 
tried their luck at the old art of “worm gruntin,” learned about alligators, and challenged their fish 

identification skills. An awards ceremony and raffle concluded the event.  

This event was fostered through a successful partnership between the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Valdosta Bassmasters, 
Moody Air Force Base Outdoor Recreation Program, Okefenokee Wildlife League, the City of Lakeland, the Lanier County 
Commissioners, Lakeland/Lanier Chamber of Commerce, Banks Lake Outpost, Farmers and Merchants Bank of Lakeland, 
Lakeland Feed and Seed, Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Fisherman’s Paradise of Valdosta, Huddle House of 
Lakeland, Shaw’s Insurance, The Butcher Shop, Sirmans Hardware, Harry Thornton Drywall, and Lakeland Drug.  

Submitted by Blaine Eckberg, Banks Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Folkston, Georgia

St. Marks Photo Club hosts reception 

The St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge Photo Club held a public reception at the Tallahassee Senior 
Center Friday, June 19, to show their new work entitled "Photographers Viewpoint of the St. Marks 
National Wildlife Refuge." An enjoyable display of photographs from safaris and special events at St. 
Marks showcased the work and fun that the members engage in at the refuge. The show was organized 
by club member Carole Robertson and will hang at the Senior Center until July 10. The public is invited 
to view the photographs during regular hours at the Senior Center. Mike and Carole Robertson also 
produced a revolving slideshow of the members’ photos which was shown at the reception and can be 
seen on Youtube.  

Submitted by Robin Will, St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge, St. Marks, Florida
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New educational pavilion built at Chattahoochee Forest National Fish Hatchery 

The newly constructed educational and recreational pavilion at the Chattahoochee Forest National Fish 
Hatchery is truly an example of collaborative effort. The hatchery was awarded $25,000 of visitor facility 
enhancement project money.  

Terry Callihan, facilities operations specialist, took the responsibility of 
planning and coordinating the Service’s MAT team project to build the 
pavilion. During the week of April 20-24, 2009, Tony Garland and Keith Wilson 
from Erwin National Fish Hatchery, and Wayne Smith and Glen McMichael 
from Piedmont National Wildlife Refuge joined staff members of 
Chattahoochee Forest National Fish Hatchery (Terry Callihan, Mitchell 
Pickelsimer, Kelly Taylor, and Jamey Mull) to construct the 20-foot by 40-foot 

educational visitors’ pavilion.  

During the week of May 4, several members of Trout Unlimited Number 692, out of Blairsville, Georgia, 
helped the hatchery crew finish the pavilion. Trout Unlimited Number 692, with over 160 members, is 
always willing to assist the hatchery. Through volunteer efforts and MAT team expertise, a pavilion that 
would have cost more than $50,000 was built for less than $15,000.  

The pavilion proved to be very useful at the recent Seniors Fishing Rodeo on June 5, and for the Family Fishing Festival on June 6, 
which brought in more than 1,100 visitors. The pavilion also will be used for Biologist in Training (BiT) and hatchery presentations 
during fishing events, school field trips, group tours, etc. The MAT team members, hatchery employees, and Trout Unlimited 
Number 692 are commended for a job well done and for saving the Service lots of money.  

Submitted by Crystal Thomas, Chattahoochee Forest National Fish Hatchery, Suches Georgia

A local strike team with an international flavor 

White River National Wildlife Refuge hosted another pair of forestry exchange students from Sweden this 
spring for three weeks in partnership with Stuttgart High School. However, heavy rains caused the rivers 
to rise, flooding much of White Rive National Wildlife Refuge too high to walk the woods. Cache River’s 
Forester Eric Johnson quickly accepted an offer to assist with tree marking for 
forested habitat enhancements. Thus, a local forestry strike team helped get 
the job done and provided working experience for the students at the same 
time. A marking project on Cache River National Wildlife Refuge was 
completed, and another on Wapanocca National Wildlife Refuge was started 
before the students returned home.  

Submitted by Jeff Denman, White River National Wildlife Refuge, St. Charles, Arkansas 
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Twelfth annual Kids’ Fishing Rodeo a tremendous success 

On the morning of Saturday, June 6, 2009, a total of 2,000 nine-inch rainbow 
trout and six large display fish were released in the creek below the Dale 
Hollow National Fish Hatchery for the twelfth annual Kids’ Fishing Rodeo. 
Rainbow trout also were stocked into the adjacent Obey River, giving those 
people not taking part in the Rodeo the opportunity to share this important 
resource on Tennessee’s Free Fishing Day. Held in celebration of National 

Fishing and Boating Week, the Rodeo is open to kids aged 15 and under. This event is co-sponsored by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the citizens of Clay County, 
Tennessee, and presents a unique opportunity for families to spend quality time together and to connect children with nature.  

The event is covered in local newspapers and on Tennessee Sportsman, an outdoor television show which airs on WCTE -TV, 
PBS Channel 22. Volunteers staffing a face painting station were kept busy all morning. Friends of Dale Hollow distributed free hot 
dogs to the large crowd. Complimentary photos of children with their prizes and fish were distributed. Local businesses and 
individuals donated prizes, tackle, bait, drinks, advertising, and effort to this year’s event, helping to make it a tremendous success. 
This year’s event drew a large crowd. The overall attendance was 280 children and approximately 325 adults. People from as far 
away as Indiana and Florida made the trip to Celina to get the chance to catch a rainbow trout.  

Submitted by Andy Currie, Dale Hollow National Fish Hatchery, Celina, Tennessee

2009 Bogue Chitto youth fishing event a whopper of a success  

The weather cooperated and the fish were biting at the 2009 Bogue Chitto Youth Fishing Event. More 
than 170 kids aged four through twelve participated in the event, held in observance of National Fishing 
Week. The event started at 7:30 a.m. and the fish were awake and biting. Numerous large catfish were 
pulled out of the pond, making for an exciting day of fishing.  

Ethan Duckworth won the event with a 28.5 inch catfish. Samantha Mosley had the longest fish in the 10 
to 12- year-old category, a 28 inch long catfish; Sophie Gildhouse won the 7 to 9-year- old category with 
a catfish just over 25 inches; and Elise Goss won the 4 to 6-year-old group with a catfish almost as big 
as she was, 24.5 inches!  

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Friends of Louisiana Wildlife Refuges Inc. hosted the event at 
the Pearl River Turnaround, part of Bogue Chitto National Wildlife Refuge. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service encourages the use of fishing and other wildlife-oriented recreation on over 500 refuges 
nationwide. Bogue Chitto National Wildlife Refuge is part of the Southeast Louisiana Refuges Complex, 
headquartered in Lacombe, Louisiana.  

Sponsors included Lafarge, Textron, Sams, Wal-Mart, Cleco, Shell and Office Depot. Volunteers from Lafarge assisted with pole 
and bait distribution, the Backyard Bass casting game and the overwhelming task of pole repair. Their support helped make the 
event a success. More photos in Photo Album.  

Submitted by Jody DeMeyere, Southeast Louisiana Refuges Complex, Lacombe, Louisiana
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New Orleans Hornets' staff members help restore Bayou Sauvage  

Approximately 80 members of the front office staff of the NBA New Orleans Hornets helped restore 
marsh habitat at Bayou Sauvage National Wildlife Refuge on June 19. The group turned out in force to 
plant smooth cordgrass near the Ridge Trail boardwalk of the refuge, an area that was impacted by 
Hurricane Katrina. Over 1,800 plants were planted by the group, including the team's mascot Hugo in a 
special guest appearance.  

The group’s visit was arranged by Wynecta Fisher of the City of New Orleans' Mayor’s Office of 
Environmental Affairs. Bayou Sauvage is located entirely within the city limits of New Orleans, making the 24,000-acre refuge one 
of the nation's largest urban wildlife refuges. The city office has assisted the refuge in other restoration projects, including the 
annual placement of recycled Christmas trees on the refuge in another marsh restoration effort.  

About 1,700 acres of marshland were destroyed during Hurricane Katrina, along with much of the forested habitat of the refuge. 
Ongoing restoration efforts such as the Hornets’ planting are critical to bringing back the valuable wildlife habitat lost to the storm. 
More photos in Photo Album.  

Submitted by Byron Fortier, Southeast Louisiana Refuges Complex, Lacombe, Louisiana

  

  

Community service project educates beachgoers on importance of sharing the beach with sea turtles 

On May 5, 2009, over 20 Florida State University (FSU) students put down their school books and hit the 
sand along a main thoroughfare of Panama City Beach in northwest Florida in an effort to increase public 
awareness of sea turtle nesting season.  
 
FSU’s Center for Leadership and Civic Education, in partnership with the Panama City Beach 
Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Service’s Panama City, Florida, Ecological Services Field Office 
distributed more than 1,000 insulated beverage holders displaying key tips such as Do Not Disturb a 
Sea Turtle or a Marked Nest, Do Not Shine Lights On Sea Turtles, Stay Off the Dunes, and the 
phone number to Report Sea Turtle Sightings.  
 
This grassroots volunteer effort supported the Service’s and Visitors Bureau ongoing Share the Beach 
with Sea Turtles program urging residents and beachgoers to help protect these threatened and 
endangered marine reptiles and to appropriately react when seeing a sea turtle on the beach or discovering a marked or unmarked 
nest.  
 
“Our goal is to educate beachgoers and visitors on how to enjoy the beach while being cognizant of sea turtle nesting season,” 
remarked Dan Rowe President and CEO of the Panama City Beach Convention and Visitors Bureau. “We are pleased and 

Page 12 of 21Southeastern Concurrence Monthly Newsletter

7/20/2009file://C:\debs\SoutheasternCurrents\2009July.html



fortunate to have Florida State University’s assistance with this public awareness campaign and applaud these students’ initiative, 
community spirit and service to Panama City Beach.”  
 
With 27 miles of beaches, Panama City Beach is a top beach destination for visitors during the summer months when several 
species of threatened and endangered sea turtles also visit the beach to lay their nests from May 1 until October 31. The Panama 
City Field Office has been working cooperatively with the Visitors Bureau for the past few years to educate residents and visitors 
about turtles. Other actions have included a video that ran on the local Beach TV station and posters about sea turtles for each of 
the hotels, motels, and condominium resorts along the beach.  

“The continuing sea turtle awareness efforts by the Visitors Bureau with the addition of the FSU student volunteers indicates a 
commitment by the local community to support the Fish and Wildlife Service in our efforts to promote sea turtle conservation,” said 
Lorna Patrick, Panama City Field Office biologist.  

The student volunteer effort was part of a weeklong campaign known as LeaderShape. LeaderShape is a national program, offered 
through Florida State University’s Center for Leadership and Civic Education, which strives to enable college students to lead with 
integrity.  

Submitted by Lorna Patrick, Panama City, Florida, Ecological Services Field Office

  

  

Friends Group -- 
Friends of Chattahoochee Forest National Fish Hatchery help make Family Fishing Festival a 
huge success  

Thanks to Friends of the Hatchery, Chattahoochee Forest held its best ever Family Fishing Festival on 
June 6, 2009. Members of the hatchery’s Friends Group worked endless hours raising funds for T-shirts 
which were given free to participants. They also provided numerous prizes given away at the “Pick-up 
Ducks” booth which raised funds for next year’s events. In addition, the Friends Group recruited a dozen 
or more new members eager to get involved.  

Submitted by Crystal Thomas, Chattahoochee Forest National Fish Hatchery, Suches, Georgia
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Friends of Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge host youth fishing derby  

On Saturday, June 13, the Friends of Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge, in conjunction with the 
Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge, hosted a youth fishing derby at Oxpen Lake. Seventy-six 
children and their families enjoyed the festivities. Many children caught their first fish, and most of 
children left the derby with very impressive stringers. Prizes for the first fish caught, best catch, and most 
species of fish were awarded. The best catch of the day was 29 fish weighing in at 41 pounds. Door 
prizes were distributed at a Friends-sponsored cookout that following the morning fishing. The families, 
volunteers, and the staff enjoyed the hamburgers, hot dogs, and fellowship. More photos in Photo 
Album.  

Submitted by Keenan Adams, Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge, McBee, South Carolina 

  

  

Hats Off - 
Senator Mitch McConnell visits Clarks River Refuge  

On Thursday May 28, 2009, Kentucky’s Senior Senator, Mitch McConnell, visited Clarks River National 
Wildlife Refuge and presented a check for $750,000 to Refuge Manager Michael Johnson. The money 
will be used to support the refuge’s land acquisition program. Senator McConnell has been supportive of 
the refuge since its establishment in 1997 and has secured over $14 million to 
aid the refuge with land purchases and development of facilities. During the 
presentation of the check, Senator McConnell mentioned the refuge is one of 
his favorite projects in Kentucky, and he promised to continue his support. 
During his visit, the Senator took time to pause for pictures and talk with area 
school kids and 4-H members who have experienced environmental 

educational programs at the refuge. Staff members and volunteers also had the opportunity to speak 
with the Senator to express their gratitude for his support.  

Submitted by Stacey Campbell, Clarks River National Wildlife Refuge, Benton, Kentucky 

  

I Gave '8' -- 
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Hats off to the Alabama Ecological Services Field Office staff for really doing its part to connect people with nature. To 
date, 13 of the 20 staff members have completed I Gave 8 initiatives. Three of these are described below:  

I Gave 8: Teaching high school students how to restore dunes 

On April 1, 2009, Alabama Ecological Services Field Office staff met students from Mobile, Alabama’s 
Murphy High School Marine Biology II class and their teacher at the City of Dauphin Island fishing pier. 
Dressed in water sandals and windbreakers and loaded down with buckets of plants and shovels, 20 
high school seniors trekked across a sandy spit to the restoration site---Sand Island.  

Sand Island, a barrier island off the coast of Mobile, Alabama, experiences routine erosion from Gulf of 
Mexico storms. Recent storms have caused it to migrate towards Dauphin Island, making for easy 
access. The class planted six species of dune plants such as sea oats, panic grass, and beach morning 
glory. The restoration will speed the natural recovery process creating usable habitat for protected 
species in just a few seasons. Least terns, piping plover and potentially loggerhead sea turtles use the 
island as nesting or wintering grounds.  

Teacher Sharon Delchamps, a former Service biologist, writes grants for purchasing appropriate plant species for restoring 
beaches, dunes and intertidal marshes from local plant nurseries. Her efforts teach the students about barrier islands, federally 
protected species and habitats, and other marine topics. While there, the biologists seined at the water’s edge for the students to 
observe local marine organisms and discovered a rare wash-up event of Portuguese man-o-war and by-the-wind sailor jellyfish.  

“Working with such eager and dedicated students is our reward,” said Service biologist Patric Harper. “It is satisfying to make a 
difference on the ground and in the classroom.”  

Submitted by Dianne Ingram, Alabama Ecological Services Field Office, Daphne, Alabama 

I Gave 8: Helping students construct an outdoor laboratory  

On April 4, 2009, The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District, partnered with Daphne East 
Elementary School in Alabama, to promote the Young Engineers and Scientists (YES) Team. The YES 
Team consisted of more than 40 fifth grade students who worked to complete a student-lead project to 
plan, design, and construct Daphne East Elementary School’s new outdoor laboratory, a butterfly 
garden. The YES Team spent several Thursdays after school planning and designing the butterfly 
garden. With help from parents and volunteers, the YES Team brought their ideas to reality and 
constructed a butterfly garden on the school’s campus during a sunny Saturday afternoon.  

The project was treated as a full-scale engineering and construction project and allowed young scientists 
and engineers to see and participate in a real-world planning, engineering/design, and construction 
process. This hands-on, practical exercise emphasized both math, science, and fun!  

"I was very pleased to be part of such a terrific exercise and to see how much the students enjoyed and learned from the activity," 
said Jodie Smithem.  

Submitted by Jodie Smithem, Alabama Ecological Services Field Office, Daphne, Alabama
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I Gave 8: helping people construct wood duck nest boxes 

On March 7, 2009, about 30 people including six children emerged on a crisp spring Alabama morning to 
clean and install wood duck nest boxes in the Mobile-Tensaw River Delta. Four employees from the 
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office helped guide the work that included organizing crews in 10 
boats and transporting tall ladders, wood duck box supplies, and tools for cleaning out old or installing 
new nest boxes. The crews serviced 76 boxes during this one event.  

For more than 20 years, the Mobile County Wildlife Association (MWCA) and the Service’s Partners for 
Fish and Wildlife Program have sponsored this annual activity installing and maintaining over 800 boxes 
during that time. Wood ducks prefer old growth trees near water for nesting, but with past clear cutting 
practices in the Delta, these ducks lost their nesting ability. The MCWA provided the wood and supplies 
and arrangements were made for Daphne High School Agri-Construction class students to make boxes 
for next year.  

“There are a lot of preparations and logistics required to make and install these boxes out in the Delta, 
but it's always worth it in end,” said Service biologist Darren LeBlanc. “We feel we’ve made a difference 
for the species.”  

Submitted by Dianne Ingram, Alabama Ecological Services Field Office, Daphne, Alabama

  

Camp Wild comes to the Dahomey National Wildlife Refuge  

Refuge Manager Alejandro Galvan and Engineering Equipment Operator Don Roby from the Dahomey 
National Wildlife Refuge joined Megan Ellis from the Mississippi Museum of Natural Science and 
volunteers in hosting Camp Wild at the Refuge for kids ages 8 to 12. Thirteen kids attended the day 
camp that lasted from June 11, to June 14, 2009. Each of the four days had a different animal subject 
which included insects, birds, herps, and fish. Professional biologists who were experts in each field led 
each day with a learning session and then demonstrated how biologists work in the field.  

On the first day, the kids were taught by Dr. Nathan Schiff an entomologist from the U.S. Forest Service 
and Dr. Ellen Green an entomologist from Delta State University. They displayed insects that were 
collected from all over the world. After teaching the kids the proper use of sweep nets, they led the group 
on a nature walk where they collected and identified bugs.  

On Tuesday, the kids were led by Dr. Mark Bonta from Delta State University who taught them about 
birds and how to watch and identify them. The kids had a contest to see who could make the best bird’s 
nest and then marched out into the field armed with binoculars to participate in a birding scavenger hunt.  

On Wednesday, Wildlife Biologist Becky Rosamond from the North Mississippi Refuges Complex led a session on herptiles. The 
group used dip nets to collect leopard frog metamorphs to be used in a malformed frog survey and also checked minnow traps to 
identify other amphibian species.  
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On the final day, Gary Lucas, a fisheries biologist from the Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks, taught them about fish and 
dissected specimens showing them stomach contents and how to age fish. 
Next, they all went to Happy Hollow Lake and watched as a biologist pulled a 
seine and checked gill nets.  

Besides those who took time out to help instruct and lead the kids, the 
Cleveland, Mississippi Women’s Club and Garden Club donated snacks and 
drinks and provided volunteers to help make the camp successful. Through 
this collaborative effort these children had a great time and gained hands on 

experience exploring and learning about the natural world.  

Submitted by Alejandro Galvan, Dahomey National Wildlife Refuge, Boyle, Mississippi 

Photo Album -- 
Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery provides training on constructing wetlands -- more photos  
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Twelfth annual Kids’ Fishing Rodeo a tremendous success -- more photos 

Friends of Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge host youth fishing derby -- more photos  

2009 Bogue Chitto youth fishing event a whopper of a success -- more photos 
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New Orleans Hornets' staff members help restore Bayou Sauvage -- more photos 
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Visitor Services -- 
International Migratory Bird Day event at the Regional Office a great success 

In celebration of International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD), an in-reach event was held in the Regional 
Office on May 19, 2009. The event was sponsored through a partnership between Migratory Birds and 
Refuges in an effort to encourage employees to “Celebrate Birds in Culture” which was the theme for this 
year’s event. The planning team consisted of Resee Collins, education specialist for Migratory Birds; 
Stacy Armitage, visitor services specialist in Visitor Services and Sharon Fuller, education specialist for 
Refuges, Migratory Birds and External Affairs. The team worked earnestly over several months to 
prepare for the event and was ecstatic with the amount of participation and support for the event. 

The day kicked off with an early morning bird walk led by Chuck Hunter, chief of Refuge Management 
and Planning. Eleven employees, representing almost every division, participated in the bird walk. 
Although you may not expect for the Regional Office location to be a birder’s paradise, attendees spotted 
22 species of birds amidst the traffic and urban scenery. Employees were ready to have a great birding 
experience, as they were equipped with their binoculars, birding books and inquisitive minds.  

The afternoon events, which attracted 31 employees, began with a Test Your Bird Knowledge game in 
which first, second, and third place winners were awarded with educational bird books. There was also 
an opportunity for attendees to participate in a raffle to win free IMBD T-shirts. The keynote speaker, Dr. 
Ken Meyer, of the Avian Research and Conservation Institute, gave an enlightening program on two very 
important migratory bird species in the Southeast; the Swallow-tailed kite and the Florida short-tailed 
hawk. The program concluded with employees making backyard bird feeders to take home so the 

experience could be shared with families and friends. Overall, the event was 
well received by employees and the divisions hope to host an event like this one next year.  

“The experience was so phenomenal that I shared the knowledge with my family during Memorial Day 
weekend, said Theda Chapman, executive assistant to External Affairs. “We made backyard bird feeders 
in hopes to see the beautiful birds and to enjoy them in ways we never had before.”  

Submitted by Sharon Fuller, Education Specialist, Atlanta, Georgia
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Wage Grade Profile -- 

Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery welcomes Eric Guffey  

An Army combat veteran with more than nine years of active duty, Eric Guffey traded his Battle Dress 
Uniform for a pair of hip waders and a fish net and went to work at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery as a Laborer.  

A native of Russell County, Kentucky, Eric has worked at Wolf Creek for three months.  

The Service is a diverse yet very structured organization that lets me apply all my favorite skills,” Eric 
says. “I thought my days of serving my beloved country were over, with great regret and much 
disappointment, until the day I was selected by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. It was a feeling I had 
thought I had lost forever and was glad to have back. I’m finally back in uniform and serving with pride.”  

Project Leader James Gray noted, “Eric always gives his best effort, willing accepts responsibility, leads 
by example and has a positive attitude. He’s a great team member and we are fortunate to have him on our staff.”  

When not at work, Eric enjoys hunting, fishing, and working with his hands. Spending quality time with 
his family is his highest priority, including his wife Tammy, daughter Devynn, aged 15, son Logan, aged 
12, and granddaughter Trinity, aged 8 months.  

Eric’s dedication to his country and his commitment to public service are truly evident as he states, “For 
all my fellow soldiers and Service members - thank you. You are greatly appreciated for your hard work 
and sacrifice.”  

With these words, there’s no doubt that Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery and the Southeast Region 
benefited when Eric joined the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  

Submitted by Amanda Patrick, Wolf Creek National Fish Hatchery, Jamestown, Kentucky
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