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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has designated 26 river and stream segments (units) in the Mobile River Basin (69 FR 40084) as critical
habitat for three threatened and eight endangered freshwater mussel species under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. The
habitat units encompass approximately 1,093 miles (1,760 kilometers) of stream and river channels in four states. Although this is a small portion
of each species' historic range, the habitat units include a significant part of the Mobile River Basin's remaining high-quality, free-flowing rivers
and streams and reflect the variety of small siream to large river habitats once occupied by these species. The 26 habitat units were selected
based on best available information about the essential habitat components required by these 11 species including: (1) geomarphically stable
stream and river banks and channels; (2) a stream flow regime sufficient for normal behavior, growth, and survival of all life stages of mussels
and their fish hosts; (3) acceptable water-quality conditions necessary for normal behavior, growth, and viability of all life stages; (4} sand, gravel,
and (or) cobble substrates with low amounts of fine sediment and low amounts of attached filamentous algae; (5) the presence of fish hosts with
adequate living, foraging, and spawning areas; and (6) few or no competitive or predaceous nonnative species. Detailed descriptions of critical
habitat reaches given below allow accurate location on larger scale maps.
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