Burning with partners
A.R.M. Loxahatchee NWR
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Challenges
* No burning for two weeks prior to water
quality sampling! :
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Presidents budget proposed 2013

Although funding for hazardous fuels treatments has quadrupled since
2000, the previous policy of treating the greatest number of acres possible
has led to a patchwork of hazardous fuels treatment that has not been as
focused as it could have been on reducing risks in the WUI.

As suggested by Forest Service scientists, extensive wildland vegetation
management does not effectively change whether or not homes in the
WUI catch on fire. However, when there is a clear priority of treating acres
within the WUI, hazardous fuels treatments can be more effective in
reducing risk.

In 2013, the Forest Service and DOI will target fuels management activities
to mitigate hazards and enhance the ability to control fires in WUI. The
agencies will focus funding for hazardous fuels treatments in communities
that are on track to meet Firewise standards and have identified acres to
be treated in Community Wildfire Protection Plans (or the equivalent) and
have made an investment in implementing local solutions to protect
against wildland fire.



