FWS Prioritizing Fish And Wildlife,
Establishing Population Objectives, and
Dabbling In Surrogate Species Concepts

Selecting Surrogate Species
(Pick Me, Pick Me, What About Me???)




FWS Prioritizing Fish And Wildlife,

Establishing Population Objectives, and

Dabbling In Surrogate Species Concepts
Obijectives:

« A Moment To Recall Our Roots & Frame FWS
Organizational Structure

* A Moment of FWS Prioritizing And Means To Setting
Objectives for How Many Critters

A Moment On the Shoulders of Giants Inspires Strategic
Direction: B/C We Need To, We Have To, We Can
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Roots & Framing FWS Organizational Structure
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Ju Icial

Public Trust Doctrine”

The Nation’s fish and wildlife
resources are publicly owned
and held in trust by the
government for the continuing
benefit of the public.

* Organ, J. and S. Mahoney. 2007 "The Future of Public Trust" The Wildlife
Professional Vol. 1(2) pp: 18-22
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Roots & Framing FWS Organizational Structure
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Roots & Framing FWS Organizational Structure

e Species....

X E SpeciesInter-JMmhine Mammals
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
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Roots & Framing FWS Organizational Structure
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Wetlands

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
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Roots & Framing FWS Organizational Structure

National Wildlife
Refuge System

Ecological
Services

Migratory Bird
Prgm

Wildlife and
Sport Fisheries
Prgm
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FWS Species Prioritizing & Setting Population Objectives
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Threatened and Endangered Species, Subspecies, and
Vertebrate Populations (also candidates)

Migratory Birds

Interjurisdictional Fish (e.g., Anadromous and
Catadromous species, Sport Fisheries in support of
mitigating Federal Projects)

Marine Mammals (i.e., for FWS, Manatee)

Resident wildlife of State management interest or
conservation concern, occurring on National Wildlife
Refuges

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Conserving the Nature of America




Nationally, trust species for the Service equates to several thousand
species, subspecies, and vertebrate populations

« S0, is there a means by which we can conserve many of these
species by focusing on a few?

* “Focusing” on a select number of species to show better success
rates is not a new concept for the Service.

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Conserving the Nature of America




Regional Priority Species (2007) which also included Fisheries

Spotlight Species for Endangered, Threatened, Proposed,
Candidate, and Species-at-Risk

Birds of Management Concern (both hunted and non-hunted
species) and Birds of Conservation Concern (non-hunted species),
“Focal Species”

Resources (often Species) of Concern for Refuge Habitat
Management Plans

Field Station Focus Species

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Conserving the Nature of America



Recovery Plans for Threatened and Endangered
Species

Migratory Bird Conservation Plans (NAWMP, Flyway,
PIF, Shorebirds, Waterbirds)

Fishery Management Plans

Collaborate w/State Wildlife Action Plans, TNC
Ecoregional Plans, Other Federal Agencies, etc.

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Y/ Conserving the Nature of America




Species

Recovery Plans for Threatened and En'agred‘

Migratory Bird Conservati |o “WMP Flyway,
PIF, Shoreblrds Water
Fishery Ma@
oII ate Wildlife Action Plans, TNC
Plans, Other Federal Agenmes etc.

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
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Step 7

|dentify Population objectives

Population objectives
— abundance, trends, number and population status

« Conservation actions: measurable

* Modeling (Elfin-wood warbler)

« Example of population objectives:

— Sharp shinned hawk: minimum 250 breeding pair
* island wide (5 forests)
« maintained for at least 7 years
» breeding densities should be restored to the levels known in 80’S | s s
— Carite - 0.42/km2
— Guilarte - 0.821km2
— Luquillo - 1.03/km2

— Maricao - 1. 15/km2
Toro Negro - 1 .45/kin2

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Accipiter striatus venator

Conserving the Nature of America



Establish Population Targets

H‘JER‘IC AN BLACK DUCK
AMERICAN WIGEON
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GADWALL
GREEN-WINGED TEAL
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NORTHERN SHOVELER
REDHEAD
RING-NECKED DUCK
RUDDY DUCK
SCAUP

WOOD DUCK
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Establish Population Targets

Targetye = FPiae ™ Puavaate * G0algmment

D abbling

State Ducks

Establish Objectives to Counter Limiting Factor
Habitat Objectives in Duck-Use Days (x1000)

: S Target ;4.
Habitat Objectives= —— *

0.85 survh

1 1 0 winterdays

Dabbling
Ducks

Diving Wood

State Ducks Ducks Total

Arkansas
linois
Kentucky
Louisiana
Mississippi
Missouri
Tennessee
Total

362,500

Arkansas 147418
lllinois
Kentucky

Louisiana

Establish Population Targets

Winter Distribution oeruc_ks Ammu State
Mid-Winter
Inventory Data
January 1970-79

Harvest Data
January 1970-79

ish Objectives to Counter Limiting Factor

lating Food Requirements to Foraging Habitat
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Louissiana Step-Down Objectives: 125,000,000 RDUDs

Managed Habitat = 60% Natural Flood = 40%

Public Managsd = 20% J— Privats Managsd = 80%

Apportion Hab
e.g., Louisiana: 130,771,000 DUD

Hydrology Landownqg T
PUBLIC

MANAGED 60%

PRIVATE

NATURAL 40% pusLIC/H Vo) SCUVE




FWS Species Prioritizing & Setting Population Objectives
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FWS Species Prioritizing & Setting Population Objectives

Strategic Habitat Conservation
Strategic Habitat Conservation Diagram

Final Report of the Identify
National Ecological - R e
Assessment Team e Curvent State Factors Compile and Apply

July 2006

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Conserving the Nature of America




SOUTHIAST REGION OFFICES

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

APPALACHIAN

EASTERN TALLORASS PRAIRIE AND 810 RIVERS
QULF COAST PLAIN AND OZARKS

QULF COAST PRAIRIE

NORTH ATLANTIC

PENINSULAR FLORIDA

SOUTH ATLANTIC




Beaches and Dunes
Caves, Karst, Springs
Estuarine (marshes) & Marine
Freshwater Aquatics
Freshwater Marshes
Freshwater Managed Wetlands
Grasslands
Forested Wetlands-mineral soll
Forested Wetlands-organic soil
(pocosins, Okefenokee)
Montane Conifers and Upland Forests
Southern “open” Pine
Trop. Hardwoods, mangroves,
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DRAFT Guidance on Selecting Species for
Design of Landscape-scale Conservation
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On the Shoulders of Giants Inspires Strategic Direction:
B/C We Need To, We Have To, We Can
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Building On The Foundations...
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Building On The Foundation




An Incomplete & “Un-proofed” Snapshot of
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An Incomplete & “Un-proofed” Snapshot of
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An Incomplete & “Un-proofed” Snapshot of

Gulf of Mexico

Southeast Aquatic’'Resource Partnership
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An Incomplete & “Un-proofed” Snapshot of
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An Incomplete & “Un-proofed” Snapshot of
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Urban Growth & Areas Important to Conservation

Mig Bird Joint Ventures
+ Northern Bobwhite ClI

Southeast Aquatic
Resource Partnership .
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Urban Growth & Areas Important to Conservation

Mig Bird Joint Ventures
+ Northern Bobwhite ClI
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Resource Partnership .
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Shale/Coal Deposits & Areas Important to Conservation

“Mig Bird Joint Ventures
+ Northern Bobwhite ClI

Southeast Aquatic
Resource Partnership
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Solar Energy Potential & Areas Important to Conservation

Mig Bird Joint Ventures
+ Northern Bobwhite CI

Southeast Aquatic
Resource Partnership .
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Wind Energy Potential & Areas Important to Conservation

Mig Bird Joint Ventures
+ Northern Bobwhite CI

Southeast Aquatic
Resource Partnership

TNC Portfolio




Responding to The Challenges
SE Conservation Adaptation Strategy
Conservation Landscape of the Future
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