<<Date>>
<<Building or Facility Manager Name>> 
<<Building Business Name>> 
<<Street Address>> 
<<PO Box>> 
<<Owner City,<< 
<<Owner State>> 
<<Zip>> 


Re: <<Building or Facility name or more general description specific enough to personalize letter>>
Dear Building Manager <<or name>>, 
Every year nearly one billion birds collide with glass in the U.S., and nearly half of those collisions occur at low-rise buildings like this building. Although some birds seem fine after a collision, most later die from head injuries. Birds struggle to see glass and they fly towards the reflections in the glass, like clouds, sky, and plants or lights shining through windows and near buildings. Most birds that collide with buildings are on seasonal migrations to and from warmer climates. Most are protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, some are Birds of Conservation Concern, and some are protected by the Endangered Species Act.  Fortunately, you can stop birds from hitting windows using inexpensive and attractive solutions. Some of these solutions even save businesses money and conserve energy. A small change can make a BIG difference for birds and for budgets!
Lighting options 
· Because birds are attracted to light, closing blinds and shades can reduce collisions by reducing the amount of interior light that shines outside. 
· Extinguishing unnecessary lights manually or with lighting timers and motion sensors can also reduce energy costs and bird attraction to buildings. 
· Use amber/"warmer" light that is less harmful for most species instead of blue/white/cooler lights and light as dimly as possible. 
· Light reduction is especially important during migration 10 PM – 4 AM.
· Indoor cleaning can be conducted during the day to reduce nighttime lighting and eliminate nighttime overtime wages. 

Glass treatment options 
· For glass between 0 and 100 feet above grade and 0 and 100 feet above green roofs, use one of the many product options to mark the outside of glass with 2-inch by 2-inch markers, that alert birds to the glass obstruction. This includes auxiliary structures such as railings, noise or wind barriers, transportation or weather shelters, and building connectors.
· Although popular, decals and hawk silhouettes only prevent collisions if they are applied 2-inches by 2-inches apart. Many additional, inexpensive options exist for different looks and budgets. American Bird Conservancy provides Material Threat Factor Rating scores, with ≤ 30 as sufficient to reduce bird collisions.  

Glass options for remodels and updates
A variety of glass and window types create visual barriers for birds thereby reducing window collisions. 
· Acid-etched, fritted and frosted glass include a pattern and allow natural lighting while increasing energy efficiency and bird safety. 
· Channel glass has demonstrated the ability to reduce bird collisions, reduce energy costs, and is often made of recycled materials.

Education
The public and building users will likely support your efforts to reduce bird collisions especially if they have seen dead birds near the building. Their support will continue to grow as bird collision reduction ordinances continue to increase across the continent. Educational signs will help spread the word and increase acceptance. 
Please consider taking the above-listed steps to reduce bird collisions with your building or facility. The US Fish and Wildlife Service is available to answer questions, if needed: Joelle_Gehring@FWS.gov
Respectfully,
<<your name>>
