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MEMORANDUM

DATE: | February 18, 2017
FROM: | William Elzinga and Sandra Sroonian
SUBJECT: | Lyons Dam Removal NEPA EA Public Scoping
Meeting Summary
TO: | Amec Foster Wheeler Project File Number: 33933161661

Title: Lyons Dam Removal Environmental Assessment (EA) Public
Scoping Meeting Summary - February 3, 2016

Purpose and Content:

A public scoping meeting was held on February 3, 2016 at the Lyons Township Fire station
located at 212 Water Street in Lyons, Michigan from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM to solicit public input
regarding the proposed removal of Lyons Dam that includes proposed river restoration
activities. The meeting was held in an open house format and included the distribution of two
handouts both labeled “Lyons Dam Removal and Grand River Restoration Project” and a
comment form to all attendees. The handouts used to communicate project information
included the following two attached 8.5- by 11-inch handouts and a PowerPoint Presentation as
follows:

e Hand Out: Lyons Dam Removal and Grand River Restoration Project. Included selected
exhibits of proposed action as presented in the Joint Permit Application prepared by E.S.
Very, Ph.D., Hydologist:

» Proposed Access Roads and Project Storage/Re-fueling Areas
» Lyons Dam Removal

» East Channel Removal and Reconstruction

» Grand River Bank Protection

e Hand Out: Aerial Map of the project area noting location of the dam, fish ladder, east
channel and other pertinent features.

e PowerPoint Presentation: “Lyons Dam Removal Project’ prepared by USFWS.

The primary speaker during the meeting was Rick Westerhof from the USFWS supported by
both William Elzinga and Sandra Sroonian from Amec Foster Wheeler Environment and
Infrastructure, Inc. (Amec Foster Wheeler).

Results:

A total of more than 80 individuals attended the meeting from the general public or other
interested parties. However, a total of 48 individuals signed. Supporting personnel included
representatives from the USFWS, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, the lonia
Conservation District, the Village of Lyons, Central Michigan University, and Amec Foster
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Wheeler Environment & Infrastructure, Inc. (Amec Foster Wheeler). A total of 16 individuals or
organizations provided written comments either at the meeting or subsequently via email or
mail. Content of the comments are summarized below:

Attendees provided a range of comments and input at the public meeting. Verbal comments
received during open discussion consisted of several positive comments in support of dam
removal and a larger number of negative comments. All attendees were encouraged to provide
written comments that could be reviewed by the study team as part of the scoping process.

Summary findings of the public comments received at the meeting by general topic and subject
matter are as follows:

Effectiveness in addressing elements of the Purpose and Need (fish passage, dam
safety/liability, erosion control)

1. Removal of dam is positive, and will return the river to a free flowing river.

2. Dam and associated structures are a safety hazard and impacting erosion on the west bank,

downstream of the dam.

It needs to be made safe.

The erosion control on the west side ONLY!!

Fish ladder is a safety hazard, especially for young children in the area.

Fix the dam, even if you have to take off a layer.

We need to fix, not remove the dam.

| believe that erosion needs attention and the present dam needs repair, not removal.

Someone write a grant for repair of the dam and include erosion control.

9. Liability? Who says it is a problem, review pros and cons of the use of the fish ladder and
pond.

10. Control erosion areas.

11. Is the control and change of this area going to positively affect other areas?

12. Control problem areas, fix problem areas.

13. Consider what is the backup plan if the proposal fails and/or causes more problems? Any
requires more money??

© N Ok

Alternatives

1. Out of two proposals why not have one to repair? Keep what is good, fix what is unsafe. Is
the proposal for the good of the people, the nature, future changes to the land? Please take
in consideration the following:

2. Money for removal should be spent on repairing the dam (e.g., west side of the dam and
holes in the middle).

3. A show of hands at the meeting there were more people for keeping the dam than having it
removed.

4. Don't feel as if this is much of a poll for approval of “proposed” action, as much as it is going

to be done regardless and as a courtesy that we are letting you know

Don’t remove the dam.

Is there a government-funded choice to upgrade and change something that doesn’t

required action due to no liability and nothing wrong with it? Don’t feel the need to change

something if it doesn’t have a problem.
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Fish and Wildlife

1.

2.
3.

4.

Removal of dam will lower the water level in the river, which will have a negative impact on
fish population, which will have an impact on the wildlife (Bald Eagle and Osprey) and ability
to access Wager and Webber Dams with their boats. Hard to get up river with a motor boat.
Dam removal will harm current wildlife habitat.

This is affecting more than JUST the Village! Removing the dam, lowering the water level,
changing the appearance, effects on the land and habitat upstream.

Eagles that rest on the river will be negatively impacted. Eagles are protected correct?

Recreational Use/Aesthetics

1.

| think that it will make the fishing a little better.

5. This is affecting more than JUST the Village! Removing the dam, lowering the water level,
changing the appearance.

6. Don’t remove the dam since the Lyons Dam area is a beautiful and wonderful place to go,
part of the community for years, and should remain.

7. Dam removal will result in decreasing miles of river currently available to be fished.

8. Removal of the dam will narrow the river ruining fishing and boating both upstream and
downstream of the dam.

9. Dam removal will limit access to the river.

10. Dam removal will not allow the use of pontoons/boats on their riverfront property.

11. We will have a boat launch for no reason?

12. Out of towners frequent the bridge to fish. What small part of stimulation for the local
economy will be gone?

13. Dam removal will destroy aesthetics of their property and access to the river (i.e., boating,
fishing and swimming); changing the lands waterway where they camp, fish, swim and boat.

14. Dam removal will not allow accessibility to the river for their children to fish from their home.

15. Everything, you are going to make boating, fishing and living on our river bank a mess.

16. Proposed plan will impact water levels, fishing, boating, and general living on the river above
the dam will crawl to a halt.

17. Fishing will be non-existent.

Personal Property

1. Dam removal will decrease property values, altering real estate/property boundaries, and
remove the river entirely in front of some back yards.

2. Dam removal will reduce property value.

3. Property value, recreation and erosion.

4. People have been coming for years to just see the dam.

5. What boat launch? (useless).

6. No one with river front property wants it.

Water Levels/Hydrology

1.
2.
3.

How much is the water going to be lowered?
Dam removal will have a large impact on river flow.
Water level is going to drop.

General Comments

1.
2.

3

None, was not convinced it is the right thing to do.
Don't like any aspects of the proposed plan for dam removal.
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8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

You already made up your mind to remove it.

That there is hope that the federal government will use the money elsewhere.

No personal likes, only concerns.

| don't like that the Village of Lyons made this decision.

What is going to be done? Don’t believe that the people’s opinions and wants are going to
have much weight.

Leave the dam alone, being fiscally responsible is important.

The school’'s name is Twin Rivers, not stream

The river is part of the town’s heritage.

Time and money put into the Green ViewPoint, another waste of money, it won’t be as
scenic.

Will have to change the name of Islandfest.

Village wants this not the residents’ council.

Have you heard of McKensy Construction, | know they got the job already?

Additional verbal comments:

1.

2.

Question whether or not water level in raceway channel would remain or whether this would
dry up

Question regarding potential contaminated sediments upstream of dam that would be
exposed by dewatering. Would contaminated sediments have to be remediated by property
owners?

Question regarding direct access of landowner to water where wood root wad structures are
proposed. These would impair access.

Question as to what would be done to address potential safety issues associated with old
powerhouse once dam is removed and water levels are reduced.
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Sroonian, Sandra L

From: Nicholas Godwin <agrandaddictionguideservice@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 10, 2016 1:47 PM

To: Sroonian, Sandra L

Subject: Lyons Dam Removal

Hello,

I would like to make a couple comments about the proposed removal of the dam in Lyons Mi.

I understand the reasons some want it removed. It is definitely in need of repair no question.

But to remove the dam completely would ruin that stretch of the Grand River for everyone.

The water will be to low to hold many fish. Which will have an impact on the Bald Eagle and Osprey
population in that area for sure. The water will be to low to access Wager dam or Webber Dam with our boats.
That completely takes a few miles of river away from Mi fisherman that is hard for us to access as it is.

Our MDNR has finally started planting Coho below Webber Dam so we will have a much better return success
rate each year. Last year was the first year we seen the results with an absolutely incredible number of adult
Coho in that are. They stage just above the Lyons Dam in the 'pond'. Literally thousands of them, Waiting for
conditions to change to prompt them to move farther upstream and spawn. Now with the dam being removed
this summer and the water level going to drop what will happen to all those thousands of returning Coho? They
cannot hold in 2' of water and survive very long. There's no place else for them to stage in the area that offers
the depth and is big enough for thousands of adult Coho. In my opinion removing the Lyons dam will kill the
Coho program that just got fixed! What an absolute waste of a resource and sportsman's dollars.

If the water level drops like is predicted the boat ramp above the Lyons Dam will be useless. Won't reach the
water. Are there plans to install a new launch so Kayakers and canoers can utilize the river? What about a boat
ramp below the dam? As it is now we either launch on the maple river and come up around to the dam or we
launch right below the bridge on the East side. I certainly hope there is a decent boat ramp included somewhere
in the plans.

I would like to see the gentleman who offered to purchase the dam do so and get it up and running again. That
would accomplish 2 things in my opinion. First it would save the dam obviously but secondly it would bring a
few much needed jobs to Lyons!

Thank You for your time.
Nick Godwin
616-890-7541
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LYONS DAM REMOVAL
PROPOSED CONCEPT PLAN
COMMENT CARD

Thank you for your interest in the Lyons Dam Removal project. The proposed plan is intended to represent
concepts in restoring the river habitats and resources that were altered and over time have degraded since the
dam was constructed, thus becoming a more natural, free-flowing river.

After reviewing the proposed plan for the Lyons Dam Removal project, please give us your comments below.

Please PRINT the following information:

Name: Ko CuRR G AN

Address: 51 BALNwiA) ST
City/State/zip: __ £)on/ S pket! 5757
Phone: 91 Fs5 3575

E-mail:

What aspects do you like about the proposed plan?

Vo F

What are aspects you do not like about the proposed plan?

7T BELIEVE TRAING OV THE DAV will NARRW
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Other comments you would like to share?
L TNk mowg)  SEoUDFESFENT PR R
THE WEST  SuhE  OF THE LB s Sond”
[oLLS N THE  MIPDLE

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT AND PARTICIPATION!

FEB -9 2016
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LYONS DAM REMOVAL
PROPOSED CONCEPT PLAN
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Thank you for your interest in the Lyons Dam Removal project. The proposed plan is intended to represent
concepts in restoring the river habitats and resources that were altered and over time have degraded since the
dam was constructed, thus becoming a more natural, free-flowing river.

After reviewing the proposed plan for the Lyons Dam Removal project, please give us your comments below.

Please PRINT the following information:

Name: ~S HON [//71‘_'/(/6’/{7

Address: 2P HIGAEFE ST
City/State/Zip: £ Y0V S ML 78857
Brarig: <7 5}5' 5785

E-mail. _ /4047, VZ/NEL /4"'];7//7(7//) Co/m

What aspects do you like about the proposed plan?
Jonz 2EAS

What are aspects you do not like about the proposed plan?
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Other comments you would like to share?
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LYONS DAM REMOVAL
PROPOSED CONCEPT PLAN
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Thank you for your interest in the Lyons Dam Removal project. The proposed plan is intended to represent
concepts in restoring the river habitats and resources that were altered and over time have degraded since the
dam was constructed, thus becoming a more natural, free-flowing river.

After reviewing the proposed plan for the Lyons Dam Removal project, please give us your comments below.

Please PRINT the following information:

Name: \{ Q\I\Jr \-% E(‘ \\O\ij_c\(?__ TK
Address: (o &R I.Rii h S\Sf—d
City/State/Zip: L_\/ ONS N\T \4% 29 b li

Phone: \D O’Z QSC.?)C?
E-mail: ]‘\ | P, %i\ v r‘}\»"‘" O, CONA

What aspects do you like about the proposed plan?
MNothing Y AL

Loave Y\o. Soava alppu.

What are aspects you do not like about the proposed plan?
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Other comments you would like to share?

\
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‘(— VS0 & Wb ¢ e €D PA &L ’:b\‘f o P
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT AND PARTICIPATION!

ﬁ{’ \\& | C_CLo=<(44
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LYONS DAM REMOVAL
PROPOSED CONCEPT PLAN
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Thank you for your interest in the Lyons Dam Removal project. The proposed plan is intended to represent
concepts in restoring the river habitats and resources that were altered and over time have degraded since the
dam was constructed, thus becoming a more natural, free-flowing river.

After reviewing the proposed plan for the Lyons Dam Remaval project, please give us your comments below.

Please PRINT the following information:

Name/\jlrﬁ \/\/ﬂ/\pp 6p

Address: 19 O l‘)eeﬁcﬂ \‘w’\)

City/State/Zip: YOH / M / L’\”?g N (

Phone: ng SFQ 3@"\'@

cmais ALt Ko [2 USWhe ele PO Ye hoo. LD

What aspects do you like about the proposed plan?

/\/O+'h£[)a
~J

What are aspects you do not like about the proposed plan?

\ ‘ <L -
The Wetel is gqoing clown*'lESS +.5h
Hald +o ae+ Uf‘ PVe) with o beat motol
Dawm COJ(CL be 4+hele {fof cLImL mole Nears Untouche

Other comments you would like to share?
Pew e _been Comin 18 100” Yeal'S {p Just See the Dao
What boat [av /P(Uée‘ eSS 3

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT AND PARTICIPATION!



LYONS DAM REMOVAL
PROPOSED CONCEPT PLAN
COMMENT CARD

Thank you for your interest in the Lyons Dam Removal project. The proposed plan is intended to represent
concepts in restoring the river habitats and resources that were altered and over time have degraded since the

dam was constructed, thus becoming a more natural, free-flowing river.

After reviewing the proposed plan for the Lyons Dam Removal project, please give us your comments below.

Please PRINT the following information:

Name: L: ang \/\7/@@d

Address: /_DV[ | q ﬁ)ﬁg ]("’1 1 {ﬁ

City/State/Zip: L\/ NS m L‘ c%{)/;’\ '

orons:_ABQ_ZRA-2107

E-mail: ' WsNALY }\j’&i‘ﬁ&lf\h‘d \d i\}f)@ CHm

h@,% aspects do you like about }he proposed p!an'?
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What are aspects you do not like about the proqosed plan?
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PROPOSED CONCEPT PLAN
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Thank you for your interest in the Lyons Dam Removal project. The proposed plan is intended to represent
concepts in restoring the river habitats and resources that were altered and over time have degraded since the
dam was constructed, thus becoming a more natural, free-flowing river.

After reviewing the proposed plan for the Lyons Dam Removal project, please give us your comments below.

Please PRINT the following information:

Name: @) . fI r“! E_:".' ‘_.,.'_,,- .l e /A -

o~

2 ¢ f : . w - "l
Address: 2/ /' [Sa I0A wein J
City/State/Zip: Z/4§7 e 15
(_/ ey ‘,\;‘l 3 - 1
Phone: J/

E-mail: @L 6 A1y A ‘5ffi\fy)ﬂ'= [ . (/P

What aspects do you like about the proposed plan?

i / : ; Vi
T Yl gt will piake. o {ehon bedder a bt e

il

What are aspects you do not like about the proposed plan’?
]\' o wiulh 175 Yognha howe Tl watfel

il

Other comments you would like to share?

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT AND PARTICIPATION!
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Thank you for your interest in the Lyons Dam Removal project. The proposed plan is intended to represent
concepts in restoring the river habitats and resources that were altered and over time have degraded since the
dam was constructed, thus becoming a more natural, free-flowing river.

After reviewing the proposed plan for the Lyons Dam Removal project, please give us your comments below.

Please PRINT the following information:

Name: (u // G /’yf/ﬂ/

Address: 2/ (0 A/, )“A 2 8be ?4/ Stoe et
City/State/Zip: A 7 A/ % M Q// CFC? L L BES/
w16 2902 “0b07

E-mail:

What aspects do you like about the proposed plan?

What are aspects you do not like about the proposed plan?

///)\ Zé ’Ux/\«:‘f (]M)M f/‘-/{ U\Q {dod .)gﬂ/r QO{M«U 124/ /uv {ezt 2
o/ / V4

Other comments you would like to share?

74}//‘ e Par - /% Ean— ?//L f/a,u-cc_/ Jrpwna.. Lo~ o -é"i&,,

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT AND PARTICIPATION!
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Thank you for your interest in the Lyons Dam Removal project. The proposed plan is intended to represent
concepts in restoring the river habitats and resources that were altered and over time have degraded since the
dam was constructed, thus becoming a more natural, free-flowing river.

After reviewing the proposed plan for the Lyons Dam Removal project, please give us your comments below.

Please PRINT the following information:

Name: [ 72171\ Loakeficld
Address: (20§ AT wu AT EL S7.
City/State/zip: (- Yony MM/ </s757
Phone: (/(¢ “q 02— (ST
E-mail: _ (/A7 CORAN /4@[? 29 @ éﬂ‘ wis ] . Cor
What aspects do you like about the proposed plan?
sV E L w S A ot Copuiaced , 4+ ;5 She s ;747[ ~%4 ;,’7/-;

o s

What are aspects you do not like about the proposed plan?
R Y y Gy ANe 90/79 Sy mahe Lontrary, Frshr,
Aacl [/0iag ga gsuc FRiVer bank 4 se5S-

Other comments you would like to share?

WE pecd Ho [ro wof Lemwst  FHe <I927,

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT AND PARTICIPATION!
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Thank you for your interest in the Lyons Dam Removal project. The proposed plan is intended to represent
concepts in restoring the river habitats and resources that were altered and over time have degraded since the
dam was constructed, thus becoming a more natural, free-flowing river.

After reviewing the proposed plan for the Lyons Dam Remaval project, please give us your comments below.

Please PRINT the following information:
Name: fte.v. 4 qur{z
Address: Y94 %& Reefer A

City/State/Zip: _ ~ 21§ M, Y EES

Phone:

E-mail:

What aspects do you like about the proposed plan?
Tt need +o be m ade §’ﬁf1ﬁz

What are aspects you do not like about the proposed plan?

Other comments you would like to share?

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT AND PARTICIPATION!
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Thank you for your interest in the Lyons Dam Removal project. The proposed plan is intended to represent
concepts in restoring the river habitats and resources that were altered and over time have degraded since the
dam was constructed, thus becoming a more natural, free-flowing river.

After reviewing the proposed plan for the Lyons Dam Removal project, please give us your comments below.

Please PRINT the following information:

Name: (\!m\\t: \ \nhﬂf‘(’

%

Address: "1, | ; i! F \Xa \-\Lu I

v i
City/State/Zip: L ogy e AAL i anY |
- — ; W N e N |
Phone: -.".-' F r!'J ’ el !"“( s 4 Ea? % :"r
E-mail:

What aspects do you like about the proposed plan?

J .4}
/'l/\c 21 =
What are aspects you do not like about the proposed plan'? A\
) 7%\”9 o\ Ié?.ﬁ}t;\ < g\g ‘f\‘ ld ol A\ 1T 4 }‘{“3!’34::}‘"
= 1
3 ) A A T LA { A
b“ﬁv Wie NI grrey .I | {Uide o
-7 F St ' ol
the e clpeot Yhe Oana Wil
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Other comments you would like to share?

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT AND PARTICIPATION!
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Thank you for your interest in the Lyons Dam Removal project. The proposed plan is intended to represent
concepts in restoring the river habitats and resources that were altered and over time have degraded since the
dam was constructed, thus becoming a more natural, free-flowing river.

After reviewing the proposed plan for the Lyons Dam Removal project, please give us your comments below.

Please PRINT the following information:

a2 LA AW/

Address: | | A5 P\EEDE‘K obh
Clty/State/Zip\_\]M NYYL D.S?‘Z‘Eﬂ
erone: (0/l2 - €22+ 39 Rl

E-mail: @Tﬂ:@ %MC\@:(, A ﬂm. Conm

What aspects do you like about the proposed plan? \

The BN £ oo\ on the A Yo

hat are aspects you do not [lke about-the proposed plan? \ \ . i

om0 The. Py, L aw £100the Mode.t™ \e Me 0N
a \ _ ’ ¥ _)
oAV (N 2. IR

‘ Aﬁrﬁr e Yoy Pra il
_Qt_rLer comments you would like to share?

g . ‘__!_n.“.‘i-x." ‘L’_ ’,.!b XM 1 ’Af‘_é

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT AND PARTICIPATION'
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Thank you for your interest in the Lyons Dam Removal project. The proposed plan is intended to represent
concepts in restoring the river habitats and resources that were altered and over time have degraded since the
dam was constructed, thus becoming a more natural, free-flowing river.

After reviewing the proposed plan for the Lyons Dam Removal project, please give us your comments below.

Please PRINT the following information:

Name: Dﬁ\ﬁ@ I(LBM@
Address: ujf@ %if'?;‘:‘ﬁ?ﬁ &’:ﬂ?

8

City/State/Zip: =9 8#S Mt H HBY |

o8 ™ ol o = i S
Phone; % ' 4 & ﬁ ] E'EM?-

E-mail:

What aspects do you like about the proposed plan?
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What are aspects you do not like about the proposed plan?
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT AND PARTICIPATION!
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Thank you for your interest in the Lyons Dam Removal project. The proposed plan is intended to represent
concepts in restoring the river habitats and resources that were altered and over time have degraded since the
dam was constructed, thus becoming a more natural, free-flowing river.

After reviewing the proposed plan for the Lyons Dam Removal project, please give us your comments below.

Please PRINT the following information:

Name: | )L/

Address: D o 5 TEA RO

City/State/Zip:

Phone:

E-mail:

What aspects do you like about thé proposed plan?
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What are aspects you do not like about the proposed plan?
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Other comments you would like to share? I
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT AND PARTICIPATION!
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