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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

In FY2021 the of Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for the Great Ape Conservation  
Fund (GACF) differs from past opportunities in that separate NOFOs are being posted for Asia 
and Africa. In addition, this funding opportunity for African great apes is focusing on two 
targeted funding priorities. The following FAQs seek to respond to possible queries. Please 
send any additional questions to:  mscf_greatape@fws.gov. 

Why does Priority 1 of this NOFO cover only P. t. verus, P. t. schweinfurthii, and G. g. 
diehli? 

• The Service anticipates issuing two NOFOs under the GACF Africa Program in FY21.
The current NOFO includes Priority 1, focusing on the aforementioned species, largely
corresponding to East and West Africa; and Priority 2, focusing on all great ape taxa in
Africa.

Will there be another NOFO that covers Central Africa/the remaining African ape taxa? 
• The Service anticipates issuing a second NOFO in the coming months that will include

priorities related to great ape taxa occurring in Central Africa.

Why does Priority 1 of this NOFO not cover all eastern chimpanzee populations? 
• The range of eastern chimpanzees in eastern DRC largely overlaps with that of Grauer’s

gorillas in Central Africa. For that reason, those chimpanzee populations were not
included in this NOFO.

When will funds for successful proposals become available? 
• Awards made under this NOFO will likely be made available in November 2021.

What types of proposals are being solicited? 
• This NOFO includes two Funding Priorities. Proposals should address one or the other

of the priorities.
• Funding Priority 1 focuses on site- or place-based ape conservation of eastern

chimpanzees, western chimpanzees, and Cross river gorillas. Under this Funding
Priority, the Service solicits proposals for multi-year awards. The standard award
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duration (period of performance) will be three years and proposals can range from 
$100,000 to $150,000 USD/per year. Anticipated support will be approximately $1.75 
million USD. 

• Funding Priority 2 focuses on applied research on diseases affecting any taxon of
African great ape. Under this Funding Priority, the Service also solicits proposals for
multi-year awards, but the standard award duration (period of performance) will be two
years and proposals can range from $50,000 to $100,000 USD/per year. Anticipated
support will be approximately $500,000 USD.

Who is eligible to apply? 
• Applicants can be individuals, multi-national secretariats, foreign national and local

government agencies, non-profit non-governmental organizations, for-profit
organizations, public and private institutions of higher education, U.S. territorial
governments, and Tribes and Tribal organizations.

What are the criteria for evaluating the proposal? 
• To be considered eligible for funding, proposals must address one or more of the

program’s funding priorities.
• In addition to whether the proposed project addresses the program funding priorities,

the  following criteria will be considered in review of the project proposals:
o threat(s) to apes are identified and activities designed to reduce or eliminate those

threat(s);
o the degree to which the proposed goal, objectives, activities, and timeline are logical

and feasible;
o whether activities and methods are adequately described and realistic for the

situation;
o the potential for the project to have a positive and measurable impact on great ape

conservation;
o the capacity of the applicant to implement the project, including relevant

qualifications and institutional policies of the organization and experience of key
personnel;

o any past performance of the applicant, if a previous recipient of Service funds;
o an appropriate and well justified budget;
o whether the project addresses national and/or regional great ape action plans;
o evidence of collaboration with, or inclusion of, key stakeholders, including host

country governments and impacted communities; and
o demonstration of financial need (including importance of Service funds relative to

other potential project funding), and the potential for long-term sustainability.

• In further ranking of proposals, the following sub-factors will be also be considered:
o degree of invasiveness and/or risk of harm of proposed activities to live apes;
o the degree to which proposed activities and methods adhere to applicable IUCN

Best Practice guidelines; and
o whether cost share has been included in the budget

How much funding does USFWS have available in FY2021 and how many grants and/or 
cooperative agreements are expected to be awarded? 

• The anticipated funding available for Africa great apes is $2.25 million USD. It is
anticipated that approximately six multi-year grants and/or cooperative agreements
will be awarded under this NOFO.



Confidentiality 
• If specific data on population size and locations is confidential due to security risks to the

population, please provide only relevant information in the proposal that can be shared
publicly. Sensitive or confidential data, clearly indicated as such, may be provided
directly to the USFWS Program Officer separately if relevant or requested. In the
proposal, please provide only relevant information that can be shared publicly.

Cost Share 
• Cost share is voluntary and not required. However, the legislation that established the

Great Ape Conservation Fund stipulates that “In determining whether to approve project
proposals … shall give preference to projects for which matching funds are available.” As
such, in the event that multiple proposals have scored equally in technical review, but
funds are insufficient to fund them all, preference will be given to those including cost
share funds. Any proposed cost share is considered part of the Federal award and is
subject to all Federal regulations applicable to the award.

Can the proposal mention activities that are supported by other donors, but are not 
allowed by USFWS? 
• No. All activities described in the proposal and indicated in the accompanying

budget constitute the Federal award and project. The following items cannot be
included in the  Federal award either through direct or indirect support:

o the purchase of firearms or ammunition;
o gathering information by persons who conceal their true identity (e.g.

informants);
o buying or purchasing of intelligence, evidence or information or paying

informants;
o law enforcement operations that, to arrest suspects, prompt them to carry

out illegal activities (entrapment); and
o any activity that would circumvent sanctions, laws or regulations of either

the U.S. or the country of proposed activity.

How to receive information on How To Apply for the Great Ape Conservation Fund? 

•  

How to apply? 
• All applicants should apply through GrantSolutions.gov or if unable, through Grants.gov.
• Applicants who are unable to submit applications through GrantSolutions.gov or

Grants.gov may seek a waiver and obtain Service approval to apply via direct email to
the program inbox. If you wish to seek a waiver from GrantSolutions.gov and
Grants.gov, you must demonstrate that you have attempted to register in SAM and
apply via Grants.gov or GrantSolutions.gov and attempted to resolve issues you
experienced. This may include computer screen shots, email correspondence or other
information obtained at the time of submission, before the stated deadline, that would
support a waiver. Individual applicants who have received a waiver can send the
application package via email to the following address: mscf_greatape@fws.gov.
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