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Basic Leearninng Pooints:: 
Tier 33 – Field Studdies too Docuumentt 
Site WWildlifee and Habittat andd Preddict 
Projeect Impacts 

1) During TTier 3, deveelopers gather data necessaryy to: 

a. Desiggn a projecct to avoidd or minimmize prediccted risk 

b. Evaluuate predictions of immpact andd risk throuugh post-cconstructioon 
comparisons of estimated impactss 

c. Identtify compeensatory mmitigation mmeasures, if approprriate, to offfset 
signifficant adverse impacts that caannot be aavoided oor minimizeed. 

2) Tier 3 difffers from TTiers 1 and 2 in that tthe develooper attemmpts to 
quantifyy the distribbution, relaative abunndance, behavior, aand site usee of 
species of concerrn. 

3) When consideringg Tier 3 studdies for bats: 

a. Conssistent metthods & meetrics provvide compparability, bbut study 
desiggn will varyy from site to site 

b. Multiple tools mmay be reqquired 

c. Methhods includde acoustiics, mist-neetting, radar, roost eexit counts 

d. Level of effort sshould dettect commmon & raree species 

e. Studies should be of sufficcient duraation & inteensity to acccurately 
charaacterize presence 

f. To esstablish trends & acccount for teemporal variation, sttudies shouuld 
occuur over multiple years 

4) When designing Tiier 3 studiees, keep Tieer 4 – Post--constructtion Studies to 
Estimatee Impacts –– in mind.  Will your TTier 3 studyy design allow for 
comparrison between predicctions madde in Tier 33 to direct and indireect 
impactss to speciees of conceern quantified in Tierr 4? 
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5) Based oon a case sstudy retrooactively aapplying thhe Land-Baased Windd 
Energy GGuideliness to an exissting facilitty: 

a. The tiered approach cann help to iddentify thee studies thhat are reaally 
needded 

b. The tiered approach is better at asssessing riskks 

6) Commuunication iss key – the tiered approach is a risk baseed assessmment 
and may involve nnovel studies.  A stanndard suitee of studiees may not be 
approprriate for the project.  It is helpfuul to keep an open mind 
regardinng studies. 
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