
 

 

            
      
                
     

 

              
              

               
                

           

              
              

              
   

             
  

 

  

               

     

             

                    
   

             

             

             

        

            

         

          
              

        

         

        

CHAPTE  31 

Watercraft Safety 

Instruction: This chapter is revised to reflect current guidance, responsibilities, and includes 
two new appendices, Appendix 31-E for airboats and Appendix 31-F for non-motorized 
watercraft. Field offices have one year from the effective date of this directive to become 
compliant with the requirements established in Appendix 31-F. 

1. Purpose. Th s chapter spec f es m n mum Occupat onal Safety and Health (OSH) Program 
requ rements for the safe operat on of watercraft and for the tra n ng and cert f cat on of watercraft 
operators. 

A. Th s chapter appl es to U.S. Geolog cal Survey (USGS) operat ons and personnel who use any 
type of Class A or Class 1 motorboats or non-motor zed watercraft. (Motorboats that are 26 feet  n 
length or greater are covered by SM 445-2-H.49, Large Vessel Safety Program Management). 

B. Th s chapter supplements ex st ng regulat ons and requ rements establ shed by the U.S. Coast 
Guard (USCG), the Department of the Inter or (DOI), and the Occupat onal Safety and Health 
Adm n strat on. Dev at ons from the requ rements of th s chapter are not perm tted except as 
descr bed  n th s chapter. 

C. Th s chapter establ shes requ rements related to spec al zed watercraft modules and related 
safety tra n ng requ rements. 

2.  eferences. 

A. 33 CFR Nav gat on and Nav gable Waters Subchapter S (Parts 173 - 199), Boat ng Safety. 

B. 46 CFR Sh pp ng. 

C. U.S. Coast Guard Commandant Instruct on M16672.2D, Nav gat on Rules (Internat onal-Inland). 

D. Publ c Law 91-596 Occupat onal Safety and Health Act of 1970, Sect on 19, Federal Agency 
Safety Programs and Respons b l t es. 

E. Execut ve Order 12196, Occupat onal Safety and Health Programs for Federal Employees. 

F. 29 CFR 1910, Occupat onal Safety and Health Standard (General Industry). 

G. 29 CFR 1915, Occupat onal Safety and Health Standards for Sh pyard Employment. 

H. 29 CFR 1917, Mar ne Term nals. 

I. 29 CFR 1918, Safety and Health Regulat ons for Longshor ng. 

J. 46 US Code Sect on 2101, General Def n t ons. 

K. Amer can Nat onal Standards Inst tute (ANSI)/Internat onal Safety Equ pment Assoc at on 
(ISEA) 107-2010 Amer can Nat onal Standard for H gh V s b l ty Safety Apparel and Headwear 
Dev ces. 

L. SM 445-2-H.14, Safety and Health Tra n ng. 

M. SM 445-2-H.49, Large Vessel Safety Program Management. 

N. 485 Department Manual (DM) 22, Watercraft. 

https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/elips/documents/485-dm-22.pdf
http://webstore.ansi.org/RecordDetail.aspx?sku=ANSI%2FISEA+107-2010
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/granule/USCODE-2011-title46/USCODE-2011-title46-subtitleII-partA-chap21-sec2101/content-detail.html
http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owasrch.search_form?p_doc_type=STANDARDS&p_toc_level=1&p_keyvalue=1918
http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owasrch.search_form?p_doc_type=STANDARDS&p_toc_level=1&p_keyvalue=1917
http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owasrch.search_form?p_doc_type=STANDARDS&p_toc_level=1&p_keyvalue=1915
http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owasrch.search_form?p_doc_type=STANDARDS&p_toc_level=1&p_keyvalue=1910
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/codification/executive-order/12196.html
http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=OSHACT&p_id=3373
https://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=OSHACT&p_id=2743
http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=navRulesContent
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title46/46cfrv9_02.tpl
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2012-title33-vol2/pdf/CFR-2012-title33-vol2-chapI-subchapS.pdf


 

  

                  
                

  

                

            

                 

             

                
          

             

                
         

               
   

               
       

           

                  

               

                  
      

                  
              
 

               
 

 

              
       

     

                 
                  

        

              
    

3. Definitions. 

A. Watercra t. Boats,  nclud ng but not l m ted to a r boats, hovercraft, jet sk s, sa lboats, canoes, 
kayaks, and rafts. Seaplanes used or capable of be ng used as a means of transportat on on water 
are not  ncluded. 

B. Motorboat. Vessels 65 feet  n length or less and propelled by mach nery ( nclud ng steam). 

C. Class A Motorboat. Motorboats less than 16 feet  n length. 

D. Class 1 Motorboat. Motorboats 16 feet or over and less than 26 feet  n length. 

E. Non-motorized Watercra t. Watercraft propelled by oars, paddles, or other non-mechan cal 
equ pment. 

F. Special Use Watercra t. Watercraft often un que  n des gn and propuls on w th un que 
maneuver ng capab l t es requ r ng add t onal spec al zed tra n ng and safety cons derat ons for the 
operator, crew, and passengers. Examples  nclude a rboats, hovercraft, and personal watercraft (jet 
sk s). 

G. Motorboat Operator Certi ication Course (MOCC). Tra n ng course that cert f es an  nd v dual to 
operate a motor zed watercraft under 26 feet  n length. 

H. Motorboat Operator Instructor Certi ication Course (MOICC). Tra n ng course that cert f es an 
 nd v dual to  nstruct MOCC. 

I. Motorboat Operator Certi ication Course Instructor Trainer. A person approved by the Bureau 
Watercraft Safety Program Manager to  nstruct MOCC  nstructors. 

J. Operator. Person  n phys cal control of the watercraft. 

K. Crew. Personnel other than the operator who are essent al to the operat on of the watercraft. 

L. Passenger. Personnel on board a watercraft w th no ass gned crew dut es or respons b l t es. 

M. Personal Floatation Device (PFD). Dev ce des gned to keep a person afloat  n the water, 
commonly referred to as a l fe jacket. 

N. Marlinespike. The art of seamansh p that  ncludes the ty ng of var ous knots, spl c ng, work ng 
w th cable or w re rope, worm ng, parcel ng, serv ng and even mak ng decorat ve ornaments from 
rope or l ne. 

O. Accident/Incident. See SM 445-2-H.7, Inc dent/Acc dent Report ng and Ser ous Acc dent 
Invest gat on. 

4.  equirements. Sc ence Centers engaged  n watercraft operat ons must establ sh a watercraft 
safety program that  ncludes the follow ng m n mum requ rements: 

A. Sa e watercra t operation. 

(1) Watercraft must be operated  n a safe and prudent manner and  n accordance w th recogn zed 
Federal, State, and local laws and standards,  n add t on to the requ rements of th s chapter. In the 
event of any confl ct, the more str ngent requ rement appl es. 

(2) Watercraft must be operated  n compl ance w th USCG Boat ng Safety Regulat ons and 
Standards referenced  n th s chapter. 



            

               
    

     

          

              
  

           

      

                  
          

           

                  
      

               
             

            

                 
               

   

     

             

                   
 

                  
              

              
          

         

        

               
               

            
           

                
             

           
                

      

(3) All acc dents and  nc dents  nvolv ng watercraft must be reported and  nvest gated. 

(4) Watercraft must have a ded cated operator wh le underway and suff c ent number of crew 
members to support watercraft operat ons. 

(5) Solo Operations. 

(a) Solo Operat ons w ll only be performed under the follow ng: 

( ) A Job Hazard Analys s (JHA) w ll be establ shed outl n ng spec f c safety concerns and methods 
to reduce r sks. 

(  ) A str ngent float plan w ll be establ shed  nclud ng a call- n procedure. 

(   ) The JHA w ll be rev ewed annually. 

( v) Employees  nvolved  n shuttl ng a watercraft for the purposes of load ng the boat at a boat ramp 
or p ck ng up passengers or crew are exempt from th s prov s on. 

(6) Watercraft w ll meet or exceed appl cable USCG safety des gn/equ pment requ rements. 

(7) The capac ty plate requ red by 33 CFR Part 183.23 must be permanently d splayed  n a leg ble 
manner and clearly v s ble to the operator. 

(8) All motor zed monohull watercraft less than 20 feet  n length (exclud ng sa lboats, canoes, 
kayaks and  nflatable boats) must have a manufacturer capac ty plate  nd cat ng the max mum 
horsepower, max mum allowable load we ght and any other safe load l m ts that apply. 

(9) Capac ty, of all boats, not equ pped w th a manufacturer capac ty plate should be est mated and 
commun cated to the operator. Est mates may be calculated us ng 33 CFR Part 183 Subpart 
C, Safe Load ng. 

(10) Agency Identi ication. 

(a) Agency  dent f cat on cons sts of USGS  dent f ers such as the USGS logo or research vessel 
name. 

(b) Agency  dent f cat on w ll be d splayed at the most v s ble po nt of the craft on the port and 
starboard s des. 

(c) In the event  t  s determ ned that USGS  dent ty may comprom se the execut on of a m ss on or 
the safety of the f eld personnel, USGS  dent ty may be temporar ly removed or covered. Local law 
enforcement, mar ne patrol or other enforcement agenc es w ll be not f ed pr or to the m ss on. Upon 
complet on of the m ss on, USGS  dent f ers w ll be d splayed on the watercraft. 

(d) A rboats must d splay the  dent f er on the rudder(s). 

(11) Required equipment  or all motorized watercra t. 

(a) In add t on to pr mary safety dev ces requ red by Federal, State, and (or) local regulat ons, 
watercraft must be outf tted based on expected operat ng cond t ons such as large bod es of water, 
remote r vers, and coastal areas w th other emergency safety equ pment necessary for safe 
operat on. Th s may  nclude commun cat ons gear, nav gat on equ pment, and satell te nav gat on. 

(b) Spec al cons derat on w ll be g ven for the use of emergency locat on dev ces such as an 
Emergency Pos t on Ind cat ng Rad o Beacon, personal locator beacon, or commerc ally ava lable 
satell te messenger system such as the Satell te Personal Tracker (SPOT) or DeLorme satell te 
messenger. Use of these dev ces  s mandated where s tuat ons warrant the need such as remote 
areas w th poor or no cell phone serv ce. 



              
               

            

       

               
     

    

          

      

      

                 
        

                  
          

        

                     

                   
                

                 
                

                 

                   
                 
    

          

               

               
            
               

        

                
      

          

     

                    
                

         

                
   

(c) Watercraft must be equ pped w th adequate and proven commun cat ons for the area(s) of 
operat on (e.g., cell phone, satell te phone, and (or) VHF rad o). Incorporat ng the use of 
commun cat ons equ pment  nto the float plan  s h ghly recommended to ensure employee safety. 

(d) USCG approved sound produc ng dev ce. 

(e) Type IV throwable floatat on dev ce  s requ red for watercraft greater than 16 feet and 
recommended for watercraft 16 feet or less. 

(f) Rope throw bag. 

(12) Additional required equipment  or all motorized watercra t. 

(a) Three day/n ght v sual d stress s gnals. 

(b) Ba l ng dev ce and (or) b lge pump. 

(c) Automat c k ll cord. Redundant eng ne systems may be w red w th one common automat c k ll 
sw tch or two k ll sw tches w th lanyards securely comb ned. 

(d) At least one portable Type ABC f re ext ngu sher and (or) a f re suppress on system. These 
must be USCG approved for mar ne use, be mounted, and read ly access ble. 

(e) Adequate anchor and l ne for the cond t ons. 

(f) F rst a d k t and tool k t. Both k ts must be  nspected at least annually to ensure  ntegr ty of 
components. 

(13) Lighting. Spec al l ght ng w ll be placed on the watercraft when used  n the performance of 
publ c safety act v t es or when the act v ty may pose a hazard to the publ c, e.g. conduct ng tag-l ne 
measurements or tow ng. L ght ng w ll meet spec f cat ons of 33 CFR 88.12 (red and amber). The 
 dent f cat on l ght s gnal must be located so not to  nterfere w th v s b l ty of the vessel's nav gat on 
l ghts. The  dent f cat on l ght s gnal  s used only as an  dent f cat on s gnal and conveys no spec al 
pr v lege. 

(14) Hazards to Navigation. When us ng a watercraft as a support platform for m ss on work and 
where equ pment w ll create hazards to nav gat on, one or more of the follow ng w ll be used to 
ensure employee and publ c safety: 

(a) The use of a breakaway sound ng reel cable k t. 

(b) Prov de  mmed ate access to heavy-duty w re cutters capable of sever ng the suspens on cable. 

(c) Deploy str ps of br ghtly colored flagg ng, hang polyv nyl chlor de p pe w th br ghtly colored 
reflect ve and glow- n-the-dark tape, suspend orange traff c cone(s) from the cable, or aff x battery-
powered strobe l ghts. Use of referenced attachments should be alternately spaced along the cable 
to prov de adequate v s b l ty to any oncom ng boat traff c. 

(d) Equ p boat w th a permanently mounted electr c horn or compressed a r horn capable of 
sound ng the danger s gnal (5 short blasts). 

(e) Stat on an add t onal person(s) as observer(s) for oncom ng boat traff c. 

(15) Personal Floatation Devices. 

(a) All persons must wear a USGS-approved PFD at all t mes wh le on board any watercraft. If a 
PFD  s worn below deck or  n an enclosed space, a manually  nflatable PFD  s recommended to 
reduce the potent al for entrapment  n the event of caps z ng. 

(b) Employees and volunteers w ll wear appropr ate PFDs wh le work ng on,  n, over, or near the 
water when us ng watercraft. 



              
                   
       

       

                      
                
  

             

          

                 

               

               
            

               
                

        

             
       

             
          

               
           

           

              
              

     

               
               

                  
               

                 
           

    

             
              

                  

                
  

                
    

                   
            

(c) PFDs w ll be  nternat onal orange  n color or ANSI 107-2010 approved fluorescent yellow-green 
and equ pped w th retroreflect ve tape  n accordance w th 46 CFR 25.25-15 and 46 CFR 164.018. 
See Append x 31-A, Retroreflect ve Mater al for Personal Floatat on Dev ces. 

(d) PFDs must properly f t the wearer. 

(e) PFDs must be  nspected by the wearer pr or to and after each use. PFDs that do not meet code 
or are otherw se defect ve must promptly be destroyed  n a manner that would preclude further use 
of the PFD. 

(f) PFDs must be  nspected as part of the annual watercraft  nspect on program. 

(g) USGS-approved auto- nflate Type V PFDs have these add t onal requ rements. 

( ) Auto- nflate Type V PFDs w ll have a USCG approval number and statement of use on the label. 

(  ) Auto- nflate Type V PFDs w ll only be allowed when  n compl ance w th the follow ng 
requ rements: 

(h) Deta led Inspect on Ma ntenance Logs w ll be ma nta ned by the wearer and (or) local Collateral 
Duty Safety Program Coord nator (CDSPC) or des gnee. At a m n mum, ma ntenance logs w ll 
conta n the wearer’s name and (or) a un que number ass gned to the auto- nflate Type V PFD, date 
of test, type of test performed, oral or manual test results, d spos t on of -auto- nflate Type V PFD ( f 
the test fa led), and  n t als of person(s) conduct ng  nspect on. 

( ) Wafer-style auto- nflate Type V PFDs w ll be orally  nflated sem annually and mechan cally 
 nflated, (submerged underwater) annually, at a m n mum. 

(j) Hydrostat c auto- nflate Type V PFDs w ll be orally  nflated sem annually and mechan cally 
 nflated (submerged underwater) every 4 years, at a m n mum. 

(k) Cop es of the ma ntenance log(s) must be made read ly ava lable for  nspect on dur ng safety 
 nspect ons/aud ts and (or) upon request by any Safety Manager. Inspect on/ma ntenance records 
for all auto- nflate PFDs must be ma nta ned for a per od of 4 years. 

(l) Auto- nflate Type V PFDs fa l ng the oral  nflat on test or the water-act vated mechan cal test must 
be removed from serv ce unt l the manufacturer has  nspected the auto- nflate Type V PFD and 
resolved or corrected the fa lure  ssue. 

(m) Warn ng. Follow the manufacturer’s recommendat ons relat ng to the use of auto- nflate Type V 
PFDs. Use another type of USGS-approved PFD  f you are a non-sw mmer or weak sw mmer, small 
 n stature (less than 80 pounds), large  n stature (w th a chest g rth greater than 52  nches), work ng 
 n amb ent cond t ons less than 40 degrees Fahrenhe t (ºF), or  n cond t ons that could result  n be ng 
subjected to  mpacts (such as fall ng or be ng thrown from a mov ng watercraft), or w ll be work ng  n 
cond t ons where the buoyancy cell could be punctured or abraded and rendered useless. 

(n) Cold Water PFDs. 

( ) Cold water protect ve PFDs such as ant -exposure coats, coveralls, or bomber-style jackets, must 
be prov ded where operat ons pose a potent al exposure to hypotherm a (water temperatures of less 
than 70 ºF) or  n cond t ons where comb ned a r and water temperatures are less than 100 ºF. 

(  ) Depend ng on env ronmental cond t ons, donn ng of th s equ pment  s at the d scret on of the 
watercraft operator. 

(   ) The watercraft operator  s respons ble for br ef ng all passengers  n the proper use of the 
ava lable cold water protect ve PFDs. 

(16) Float Plan. A float plan must be completed and prov ded electron cally or  n wr t ng to the 
superv sor or someone knowledgeable of the watercraft operat on. A gener c float plan w th 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/granule/CFR-2009-title46-vol6/CFR-2009-title46-vol6-part164-subpart164-018/content-detail.html
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title46/46cfr25_main_02.tpl


         
           

             

             
      

             

           

     

     

    

     

   

     

     

                

     

        

                  
 

         

               
               

        

                  
            

      

         

       

   

        

               
     

              
 

              
  

          

suggested measures to  n t ate a search can be found 
at http://www.floatplancentral.org/download/USCGFloatPlan.pdf. Th s gener c float plan w ll be 
mod f ed to f t  nd v dual center needs to  nclude the follow ng elements, at a m n mum: 

(a) Cons derat ons for “after-hours” po nt(s) of contact must be clearly def ned  n advance of m ss on 
work for each float plan f led. 

(b) Float plan emergency contact  nformat on must be rev ewed frequently and updated accord ngly. 

(c) Elements of the float plan must conta n the follow ng  nformat on: 

( ) Descr pt on of the watercraft. 

(  ) L st of the occupants. 

(   ) Po nt of departure. 

( v) Emergency equ pment on board. 

(v) Planned route. 

(v ) Est mated t me of departure. 

(v  ) Est mated t me of return. 

(v   ) Means to contact the boat (e.g., cell phone, satell te phone, VHF rad o) and contact schedule,  f 
necessary. 

( x) Purpose of the tr p. 

(x) Descr pt on of veh cle(s) left at launch s te. 

(x ) Recommended plan of act on  f overdue, w th a pr mary plan coord nator and a m n mum of one 
back-up person. 

B. Annual Inspection and Maintenance Programs  or Watercra t. 

(1) Annual  nspect ons and ma ntenance programs w ll be establ shed for all watercraft. These 
 nspect ons are more complex than a prelaunch  nspect on and must be performed by a qual f ed 
person (see paragraph (3) below). 

(2) Inspect on and ma ntenance records must be kept for at least 3 years. Records must be made 
ava lable for  nspect on dur ng safety  nspect ons/aud ts and (or) upon request by any Spec al zed 
Watercraft Safety or Occupat onal Safety and Health Manager. 

(3) Examples of personnel qual f ed to perform  nspect ons are: 

(a) U.S. Coast Guard Aux l ary Inspect on Serv ces. 

(b) MOCC Instructors. 

(c) Mar ne cert f ed personnel such as mar ne mechan cs. 

(d) Other qual f ed persons must be approved by the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager or 
a Reg onal Watercraft Safety Program Manager. 

(4) Def c enc es affect ng safe watercraft operat on w ll be corrected before the watercraft  s returned 
to serv ce. 

(5) Out-of-serv ce procedures are requ red to prevent the unauthor zed use of watercraft unt l 
correct ons are made. 

C. Federally owned vessel exemption  rom State registration. 

http://www.floatplancentral.org/download/USCGFloatPlan.pdf


              

              
  

       

              
                

             
              

             
             

         

              

       

                
              

             
          

               
                  

    

                 
  

                 
           

                  
    

          

     

                 
              

             
         

               
              

              
              

     

            
           

              
      

        

(1) The USGS w ll comply w th State requests to reg ster watercraft for stat st cal purposes. 

(2) NOTE: Cooperat ve Research Un ts often ma nta n State-owned watercraft and w ll comply w th 
State reg strat on requ rements. 

D. Exceptions to Watercra t PFD Requirements. 

(1) Except ons from PFD requ rements of th s chapter may be perm tted for spec al m ss on 
requ rements. A request for except on must be prepared  n wr t ng by the local Center D rector and 
subm tted to the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager and Occupat onal Safety and Health 
Program Manager for rev ew and cons derat on. The wr tten except on request w ll  dent fy the 
extenuat ng c rcumstances and alternate safety measures to be taken. Except ons w ll be author zed 
on a case-by-case bas s w th concurrence from the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager and 
approval by the Occupat onal Safety and Health Program Manager. 

(2) Except ons may be author zed for a per od not to exceed 1 year. 

E. Appropriate Footwear on USGS Watercra t. 

(1) Appropr ate footwear must be worn when work ng on watercraft w th heavy objects  n and 
around the craft and (or) work ng on sl ppery deck cond t ons. Examples  nclude handl ng lead 
sound ng we ghts (hand or dav t deployed), substrate samplers such as grab samplers, portable dr ll 
r gs, or metal throw-traps, and construct on mater als requ red for gauge/mon tor  nstallat on and (or) 
ma ntenance. 

(2) Appropr ate footwear wh le on watercraft  s def ned as footwear that prov des suff c ent tract on 
from sl ps on wet or sl ppery surfaces and offers protect on to the feet and (or) lower legs from 
 mpacts w th heavy objects. 

(a) JHAs w ll reference any act v t es onboard a watercraft that would def ne the appropr ate type of 
footwear requ red. 

(b) In s tuat ons where heavy objects w ll be l fted or moved around the deck, appropr ate footwear 
w ll requ re steel- or compos te-toed safety footwear des gned to protect aga nst  njury. 

(c) In s tuat ons where no heavy objects are be ng l fted, tenn s shoes and boat ng shoes may be 
cons dered appropr ate footwear. 

(3) Open-toed footwear  s not author zed for use aboard watercraft. 

F. Training and Certi ication. 

(1) Operators of watercraft must be properly tra ned, tested, and cert f ed pr or to off c al operat on of 
any watercraft. Pr or to cert f cat on, personnel may pract ce motorboat operat on under the d rect 
superv s on of a cert f ed operator on board the watercraft. Except for tra n ng 
and cert f cat on purposes, untra ned personnel are proh b ted from operat ng USGS watercraft. 

(2) Superv sors must ensure that watercraft operators rece ve safety and operat ons tra n ng on the 
spec f c watercraft,  n the env ronmental cond t ons that can be reasonably expected and  deally  n 
the area where they w ll be operat ng. Successful complet on of the Motorboat Operator Cert f cat on 
Course (MOCC) does not  mply that personnel are competent to operate a motorboat  n all 
cond t ons that they may encounter. 

(3) Motorboat Operator Instructor Certi ication Course (MOICC) Training. MOCC Instructors must 
successfully complete the MOICC tra n ng requ rements spec f ed  n Append x 31-B, MOICC 
Standards. Personnel successfully complet ng the MOICC w ll be author zed to present the MOCC 
and to cert fy  nd v duals to operate watercraft. 

(4) Motorboat Operator Certi ication Course Training. 



            

      

        

               
              
    

                
       

                
        

            
                

              
      

               
                

    

             
                
       

                  
              
      

         

                
           

              
                
         

    

              
 

               
                

      

                 
      

                    
               

         

                    
              

(a) Operators of all motorboats must successfully complete the MOCC tra n ng requ rements 

spec f ed  n Append x 31-C MOCC Standards. 

(b) Substituted watercra t training  or MOCC. 

( ) Requests for subst tut on must be subm tted for approval by the Occupat onal Safety and Health 
Program Manager, upon rev ew and approval by the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager or 
Reg onal Watercraft Safety Program Managers. 

(  ) Subst tuted tra n ng must demonstrate that  t w ll meet the MOCC object ves,  nclud ng on the 
water prof c ency as descr bed  n Append x 31-C. 

(   ) Examples of acceptable tra n ng sources are U.S. Army Corps of Eng neers, the Federal Law 
Enforcement Tra n ng Centers, and Mar ne Law Enforcement Tra n ng Program. 

(5) Spec al-Use Watercraft Tra n ng. Operators of spec al-use watercraft such as a rboats, 
hovercraft, and jet sk s w ll be requ red to successfully complete tra n ng spec f c to these crafts  n 
add t on to the MOCC tra n ng. Tra n ng requ rements for operators of a rboats are spec f ed  n 
Append x 31-E, A rboat Operator Cert f cat on Course Standards. 

(6) Nonmotorized Watercra t Training. Operators of Nonmotor zed boats are exempt from the 
MOCC Tra n ng requ rements. However, they w ll comply w th the pol c es and gu dance as set forth 
 n Append x 31-F, Nonmotor zed Watercraft. 

(7) Wh le operat ng a watercraft, MOCC-cert f ed operator(s) w ll carry a lam nated, wallet-s zed card 
show ng current MOCC cert f cat on w th an exp rat on date. It w ll be the respons b l ty of the MOCC 
Operator to ma nta n th s card w th updated  nformat on. 

(8) Recerti ication. Motorboat operator cert f cat on w ll be val d for 5 years. Pr or to recert f cat on, 
operators w ll complete a refresher course that addresses the m n mum subject areas descr bed  n 
Append x 31-D, Motorboat Operator Refresher Tra n ng. 

(9) First Aid and Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR). 

(a) All operators, crew, and passengers who operate or work  n watercraft w ll be requ red to 
ma nta n cert f cat on  n Amer can Red Cross Standard F rst A d, or equ valent, and CPR. 

(b) Watercraft operators and crew operat ng  n areas where emergency med cal response  s 
determ ned to be greater than 1 hour away must rece ve add t onal tra n ng  n Advanced F rst A d or 
W lderness F rst A d. Recert f cat on must be ma nta ned as appropr ate. 

G. Report Accidents. 

(1) Report acc dents,  nc dents, and near m sses  n the Safety Management Informat on 
System (SMIS). 

(2) In add t on, for acc dents  nvolv ng watercraft, use USCG CG-3865, “Recreat onal Boat ng 
Acc dent Report,” to report the acc dent w th n 48 hours to the State Boat ng Law Adm n strator of the 
State  n wh ch the acc dent occurred. 

(a) A copy of th s form must also be forwarded to the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager 
w th n 48 hours of the acc dent. 

(b) The report must be made for any acc dent that results  n the loss of l fe, personal  njury wh ch 
requ res med cal treatment beyond f rst a d, complete loss of the vessel, or  n wh ch a person 
d sappears from a vessel under c rcumstances that  nd cate death or  njury 

(c) Report w th n 10 days other acc dents that result  n damage to the vessel or to other property  n 
the amount set as a threshold by the State  n wh ch the acc dent occurred. 

https://media.defense.gov/2022/Mar/08/2002952253/-1/-1/0/CG_3865.PDF


                 
             

 

  

  

           

              
          

    

               
  

       

            
 

               
               

           
              

        

               
      

                 
             

     

        

                
        

               
            

      

               
    

               
             

               
          

              
       

              
         

       

(d) Contact the State Boat ng Law Adm n strator of the State  n wh ch the acc dent occurred to ver fy 
the threshold for that State. The Federal threshold for report ng vessel damage  s $2,000. 

5.  esponsibilities. 

A. Director. 

(1) Requ res compl ance w th statutory, regulatory, and watercraft safety program cr ter a. 

(2) Holds the Des gnated Agency Safety and Health Off c al (DASHO), Assoc ate D rectors, and 
Reg onal D rectors accountable for effect vely fulf ll ng watercraft safety program respons b l t es 
w th n reg on, m ss on area, or off ce. 

(3) Delegates suff c ent author ty to the DASHO to effect vely manage and adm n ster the watercraft 
safety program. 

B. Associate Directors and Regional Directors. 

(1) Ensure adequate budget and personnel resources for  mplementat on of watercraft safety 
program requ rements. 

(2) Des gnate  nd v duals as appl cable to serve on the Bureau Watercraft Safety Comm ttee. 
Representat on on the Bureau Watercraft Safety Comm ttee may cons st of up to two techn cal and 
one management representat ve for each nat onal scope or reg onal organ zat on. All techn cal 
representat ves must be DOI MOICC cert f ed. The Bureau Watercraft Safety Comm ttee may also 
 nclude ex-off c o members to address spec f c subjects as needed. 

C. Designated Agency Sa ety and Health O  icial. Prov des appropr ate personnel and budgetary 
resources to establ sh a watercraft safety program. 

D. Chie , O  ice o  Management Services. Prov des suff c ent author ty and resources to effect vely 
support and represent the  nterests of the USGS  n the overs ght, management, and adm n strat on 
of the watercraft safety program. 

E. Occupational Sa ety and Health Program Manager. 

(1) Des gnates an  nd v dual as the respons ble person for all watercraft tra n ng and cert f cat on 
act v t es w th n the USGS ( .e., Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager). 

(2) Prov des approval on subst tut ons to other watercraft tra n ng programs upon rev ew and 
approval by the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager, Reg onal Watercraft Safety Program 
Managers, and (or) Bureau Watercraft Safety Comm ttee. 

(3) Prov des adm n strat ve support to the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager and Bureau 
Watercraft Safety Comm ttee, as appropr ate. 

(4) Prov des for the establ shment of a Bureau Watercraft Safety Comm ttee that adv ses the 
Des gnated Agency Safety and Health Off c al through ad hoc membersh p on the Occupat onal 
Safety and Health Counc l to address and rev ew watercraft  ssues, to rev ew acc dents related to 
watercraft, and to make recommendat ons to prevent recurrence of s m lar acc dents. 

(5) Approves except ons to the safe watercraft operat on requ rements on a case-by-case bas s w th 
concurrence from the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager. 

(6) Prov de ass stance to Reg onal Watercraft Safety Program Managers and CDSPCs  n the 
establ shment and  mplementat on of watercraft safety program requ rements and tra n ng. 

F. Specialized Sa ety Programs Section Chie . 



           
      

             
      

              

            

      

               
           

                
    

              
            

            

               
           

             
 

             
  

            
  

            

               
         

       

               
  

               
            

   

              
 

             
 

             
          

                    
 

(1) Prov de watercraft safety program overs ght, adm n strat on, budget coord nat on, and 
superv s on of the D ve Safety Program Manager. 

(2) Collaborates w th Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager on watercraft program pol c es, 
goals, and annual program plans and accompl shments. 

(3) Serves as the OSH Program Manager des gnee on the Bureau Watercraft Safety Comm ttee. 

(4) Prov des support, overs ght, and superv s on for the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program 
Manager. 

G. Bureau Watercra t Sa ety Program Manager. 

(1) Serves as the techn cal expert on watercraft safety  ssues and represents the USGS on 
watercraft  ssues requ r ng coord nat on w th the Department and other bureaus or agenc es. 

(2) Serves as the Bureau Watercraft Safety Comm ttee Cha r and  s respons ble for coord nat ng 
meet ngs, agendas, and publ sh ng m nutes. 

(3) When appo nted, serves as the lead  nvest gator or subject matter expert for watercraft acc dents 
 nvolv ng ser ous  njury or major property damage. Rev ews all watercraft-related acc dent reports to 
 dent fy any trends and makes recommendat ons to prevent s m lar acc dents  n the future. 

(4) Coord nates w th the OSH Program Manager to comp le a f scal year watercraft safety program 
act on/accompl shment plan and subm t the plan annually to the OSH Program Manager. 

(5) Completes an annual watercraft safety program self-assessment v a the Inspect on and 
Abatement System. 

(6) Mon tors watercraft operator and  nstructor tra n ng to ensure cons stency, accuracy, coverage, 
and overall qual ty. 

(7) Ma nta ns watercraft safety program management databases (e.g., tra n ng, operator,  nstructor, 
and watercraft asset). 

(8) Establ shes and coord nates respons b l t es w th the Reg onal Watercraft Safety Program 
Managers. 

(9) On a case-by-case bas s, concurs w th the Occupat onal Safety and Health Program Manager 
for any except ons to the safe watercraft operat on requ rements. 

H. Regional Watercra t Sa ety Program Managers. 

(1) Serve as l a son to the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager  n coord nat ng the 
watercraft safety program. 

(2) Ass st the Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Manager  n prov d ng support and ass stance to 
the f eld, CDSPCs, and MOICC  nstructors  n establ sh ng and  mplement ng watercraft safety 
program requ rements and tra n ng. 

(3) Ma nta n contact w th Reg onal Safety Managers relat ve to  mplementat on of the watercraft 
safety program. 

(4) Ma nta n contact w th Bureau Watercraft Safety Comm ttee members relat ve to watercraft safety 
program requ rements. 

(5) Ass st Bureau Watercraft Safety Program Managers and (or) conduct watercraft safety program 
 nspect ons or ass stance v s ts  n coord nat on w th Reg onal Watercraft Safety Programs Managers. 

I. Bureau Watercra t Sa ety Committee. See SM 308.66 for the membersh p and respons b l t es of 
the comm ttee. 



                
             

           
            

    

                 
              

              
                

 

               
      

              
             
      

                  
  

                 
               

   

           

      

       

       

            

J. Science Center Directors, Cost Center Managers, and Project Chie s. Prov de appropr ate 
personnel and budget resources to establ sh a local watercraft safety program  nclud ng operator 
tra n ng, per od c  nspect on and ma ntenance, personal protect ve equ pment, and other equ pment 
as  s necessary for the safe operat on of watercraft  n all expected cond t ons. 

K. Watercra t Operators. 

(1) Are respons ble for the overall safety of all personnel on board regardless of pos t on and grade, 
and are respons ble for operat ng the watercraft  n compl ance w th ex st ng pol c es, gu del nes, and 
tra n ng. 

(2) Rout nely evaluate weather, env ronmental, and other cond t ons. Look for s te-spec f c 
hazards. Abort act v ty any t me unsafe cond t ons affect an operator’s ab l ty to p lot the watercraft 
safely. 

(3) Thoroughly  nspect the watercraft and boat tra ler components to ensure safety, rel ab l ty, and 
funct onal ty pr or to launch ng for each m ss on. 

(4) Ensure that effect ve emergency commun cat ons equ pment  s  n good work ng cond t on pr or to 
launch ng for each m ss on. Commun cat ons equ pment (e.g., 2-way rad o, cell phone, SPOT w ll be 
adequate and rel able for the area(s) of the m ss on. 

(5) Br ef crew members and passengers on the locat on and use of all emergency equ pment on the 
watercraft,  nclud ng PFDs. 

(6) Report acc dents and near m sses  n the Safety Management Informat on System, to the Bureau 
Watercraft Safety Program Manager, and to the State Boat ng Law Adm n strator of the State  n 
wh ch the acc dent occurred. 

(7) Have absolute f nal author ty over the operat on of the watercraft. 

I. Watercra t Crew and Passengers. 

(1) Comply w th  nstruct ons of the operator. 

(2) Adhere to all watercraft safety regulat ons. 

(3) Conduct themselves  n a reasonable and prudent manner at all t mes. 
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		42						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		ListNumbering		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		43						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Meaningful Sequence		Passed		No Untagged annotations were detected, and no elements have been untagged in this session.		

		44						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Tabs Key		Passed		All pages that contain annotations have tabbing order set to follow the logical structure.		

		45						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Orientation		Passed		Document is tagged and content can be rendered in any orientation.		

		46				Doc		Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Format, layout and color		Passed		Make sure that no information is conveyed by contrast, color, format or layout, or some combination thereof while the content is not tagged to reflect all meaning conveyed by the use of contrast, color, format or layout, or some combination thereof.		Verification result set by user.

		47				Doc		Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Minimum Contrast		Passed		Please ensure that the visual presentation of text and images of text has a contrast ratio of at least 4.5:1, except for Large text and images of large-scale text where it should have a contrast ratio of at least 3:1, or incidental content or logos
		Verification result set by user.

		48						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Reflow		Passed		Document is tagged and content can be rendered in any device size.		

		49						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Text Spacing		Passed		Document is tagged and content can be rendered by user agents supporting tagged PDFs in any text spacing.		

		50						Guideline 2.1 Make all functionality operable via a keyboard interface		Server-side image maps		Passed		No Server-side image maps were detected in this document (Links with IsMap set to true).		

		51						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Headings defined		Passed		Headings have been defined for this document.		

		52						Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Outlines (Bookmarks)		Passed		Bookmarks are logical and consistent with Heading Levels.		

		53				MetaData		Guideline 2.4 Provide ways to help users navigate, find content, and determine where they are		Metadata - Title and Viewer Preferences		Passed		Please verify that a document title of Chapter 31 Watercraft Safety is appropriate for this document.		Verification result set by user.

		54				MetaData		Guideline 3.1 Make text content readable and understandable.		Language specified		Passed		Please ensure that the specified language (en-US) is appropriate for the document.		Verification result set by user.

		55						Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Change of context		Passed		No actions are triggered when any element receives focus		

		56						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Figures		Not Applicable		No Figure or Formula tags with alternate representation were detected in this document.		

		57						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Formulas		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		58						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Forms		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		59						Guideline 1.1 Provide text alternatives for all non-text content		Alternative Representation for Other Annotations		Not Applicable		No other annotations were detected in this document.		

		60						Guideline 1.2 Provide synchronized alternatives for multimedia.		Captions 		Not Applicable		No multimedia elements were detected in this document.		

		61						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Form Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		62						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Other Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Annotations (other than Links and Widgets) were detected in this document.		

		63						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		RP, RT and RB - Valid Parent		Not Applicable		No RP, RB or RT elements were detected in this document.		

		64						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - Ruby		Not Applicable		No Ruby elements were detected in this document.		

		65						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table Cells		Not Applicable		No Table Data Cell or Header Cell elements were detected in this document.		

		66						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		THead, TBody and TFoot		Not Applicable		No THead, TFoot, or TBody elements were detected in this document.		

		67						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table Rows		Not Applicable		No Table Row elements were detected in this document.		

		68						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Table		Not Applicable		No Table elements were detected in this document.		

		69						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - Warichu		Not Applicable		No Warichu elements were detected in this document.		

		70						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Correct Structure - WT and WP		Not Applicable		No WP or WT elements were detected in the document		

		71						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Header Cells		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document.		

		72						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Summary attribute		Not Applicable		No Table elements were detected in the document.		

		73						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Scope attribute		Not Applicable		No TH elements were detected in this document.		

		74						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Article Threads		Not Applicable		No Article threads were detected in the document		

		75						Guideline 1.3 Create content that can be presented in different ways		Identify Input Purpose		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		76						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Images of text - OCR		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		77						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Non-Text Contrast		Not Applicable		No Paths, XObjects, Form XObjects or Shadings were detected in document.		

		78						Guideline 1.4 Make it easier for users to see and hear content including separating foreground from background.		Content on Hover or Focus		Not Applicable		No actions found on hover or focus events.		

		79						Guideline 2.1 Make all functionality operable via a keyboard interface		Character Key Shortcuts		Not Applicable		No character key shortcuts detected in this document.		

		80						Guideline 2.2 Provide users enough time to read and use content		Timing Adjustable		Not Applicable		No elements that could require a timed response found in this document.		

		81						Guideline 2.3 Do not design content in a way that is known to cause seizures		Three Flashes or Below Threshold		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		82						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Label in Name		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		83						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Pointer Cancellation		Not Applicable		No mouse down events detected in this document.		

		84						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Motion Actuation		Not Applicable		No elements requiring device or user motion detected in this document.		

		85						Guideline 2.5 Input Modalities		Pointer Gestures		Not Applicable		No RichMedia or FileAtachments have been detected in this document.		

		86				Pages->0		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Not Applicable		Page 1 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		Verification result set by user.

		87				Pages->1		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Not Applicable		Page 2 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		Verification result set by user.

		88				Pages->2		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Not Applicable		Page 3 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		Verification result set by user.

		89				Pages->3		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Not Applicable		Page 4 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		Verification result set by user.

		90				Pages->4		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Not Applicable		Page 5 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		Verification result set by user.

		91				Pages->5		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Not Applicable		Page 6 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		Verification result set by user.

		92				Pages->6		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Not Applicable		Page 7 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		Verification result set by user.

		93				Pages->7		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Not Applicable		Page 8 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		Verification result set by user.

		94				Pages->8		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Not Applicable		Page 9 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		Verification result set by user.

		95				Pages->9		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Not Applicable		Page 10 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		Verification result set by user.

		96				Pages->10		Guideline 3.2 Make Web pages appear and operate in predictable ways		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Not Applicable		Page 11 contains content but does not define header or footer pagination artifacts. Please confirm this is correct.		Verification result set by user.

		97						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Required fields		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		98						Guideline 3.3 Help users avoid and correct mistakes		Form fields value validation		Not Applicable		No form fields that may require validation detected in this document.		

		99						Guideline 4.1 Maximize compatibility with current and future user agents, including assistive technologies		4.1.2 Name, Role, Value		Not Applicable		No user interface components were detected in this document.		

		100						Guideline 4.1 Maximize compatibility with current and future user agents, including assistive technologies		Status Message		Not Applicable		Checkpoint is not applicable in PDF.		
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