
There are three groups, also called stocks, of northern sea otters in Alaska. The Southwest 
Alaska stock is threatened, meaning they are at risk of becoming endangered in the future. 
Just like we use forks, knives, and spoons to eat, sea otters can use tools like rocks to break 
open their food when it has a hard shell. Sea otters eat clams, sea urchins, crabs, octopus, 
and snails. Their thick fur keeps them warm in the cold waters of Alaska. They rely on each 
other—sea otters get together and hold hands, so they won’t drift apart.

Protected by the U.S. Endangered Species Act and the Marine Mammal Protection Act
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