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[bookmark: _Int_hWhq93Ml]Temporary change to hunting regulations in support of Tadpole Island side channel maintenance near Wooldridge
[bookmark: _Int_X5CX9gGO]Big Muddy National Fish and Wildlife Refuge will restrict deer hunting on the Overton Bottoms South Unit of the refuge to archery only for the fall 2023 hunting season. All other seasons will be open in accordance with state and federal codes. The reason for this change is to provide safer conditions for contractors and the public as contractors with heavy equipment begin work on a side channel construction project in the Tadpole Island area. This refuge unit is adjacent to the community of Wooldridge, Missouri, and south of the Interstate 70 bridge near Rocheport, Missouri.
[bookmark: _Int_y4lnmUVM]During this fall and winter, the Tadpole Island side channel will undergo maintenance to navigation and flow diversion structures. A contractor for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District, is performing maintenance and repairs to structures within the side channel to ensure the correct amount of flow remains in the navigation channel.
[bookmark: _Int_v3d7jTqg]Previously the unit was open to all legal hunting methods in accordance with state and federal codes. Other permitted activities such as hiking, fishing and nature observation will continue outside the immediate closed construction area. The immediate construction area will be closed to all public access for safety reasons until the project is complete. Violation of the closed construction area could result in prosecution.
 
The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and commitment to public service. For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit fws.gov.
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