(1) The plant species included in this
brochure, while all naturally occurring
in the area, were strategically chosen
and planted here to help support wildlife
and improve the health of the marsh. As
you explore CBI, try to locate and
identify some of these (native)
wildflowers, grasses, shrubs, and trees,
and think about the role they play in the
ecosystem.

Smooth cordgrass (Spartina
alterniflora) typically dominates the low
marsh (the seaward edge of the salt
marsh, between the average low and
high tide lines). Not only can smooth
cordgrass withstand the twice daily
flooding and high salinity of the low
marsh, but it provides cover for
waterfowl, wading birds, shorebirds,
and muskrats; and  habitat for
ecologically and commercially important
fish and shellfish.

(5) As the elevation continues to
increase, drainage is such that the soil
no longer becomes saturated for
extended periods of time. In a
maritime upland forest habitat, the
trees and vegetation are subject to
stresses like salt spray, high winds,
and occasional flooding. This unique
habitat contains some of the following
species:

Eastern red cedar
(Juniperus virginiana)

Sassafras ’
(Sassafras albim).ﬁ;w”

Pitch pine
(Pmus rig lda)«f’
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www.fws.gov/refuge/edwin_b_forsythe/
www.thegardencluboflbi.com/
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Cedar Bonnet Island (CBI) is the
largest of several bay islands found in
the middle of Manahawkin Bay in
Ocean County, New Jersey. When
compared with the heavily developed
areas surrounding it, the island
appears to be a relatively untouched
landscape. However, the dynamic salt
marsh environment and abundance of
native plant species that exist here
today are the result of a large-scale
restoration project undertaken by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
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