U. S.
FISH & WILDLIFE

SERVICE

Significant Portion of
the Range (SPR)




The Final SPR Policy

* Final Policy on Interpretation of the
Phrase “Significant Portion of Its
Range” in the Endangered Species Act's
Definitions of “Endangered Species”
and “Threatened Species”

o Effective July 31, 2014.




Status Definitions

Endangered Species
a species which is in danger of extinction

throughout all or a sighificant portion of its
range

Threatened Species
any species likely to become an endangered species
within the foreseeable future throughout all or a

significant portion of its range.



Range

The general geographical area within
which that species can be found at the
time of a status determination.

Lost historical range is relevant to the
analysis of the status of the species,
out it cannot constitute a significant
oortion of a species’ range.




Significant Portion

“...The portion’s contribution to the
viability of the species is so important
that, without the members in that
portion, the species would be in danger of
extinction or likely to become so in the
foreseeable future, throughout all of its
range.”
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Questions

The 2014 SPR policy is available online:




	20140929_GRSG2015_v2_SPR_Policy_for_10-2_Workshop
	Significant Portion of the Range (SPR)
	Slide Number 2
	Status Definitions
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9




