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Relevant Federal and State Laws 

 



Relevant Federal and State Laws 

The following Federal and State laws are relevant to the actions considered in 

this EIS: 

National Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, an agency within the Department of Interior, is the principal 

Federal agency responsible for conserving, protecting, and enhancing fish, wildlife and plants 

and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. The Service manages the 

95- million-acre National Wildlife Refuge System, which encompasses 568 national wildlife 

refuges. 

Refuges are guided by various Federal laws and executive orders, Service policies, and 

international treaties. Fundamental are the mission and goals of the National Wildlife Refuge 

System (NWRS or Refuge System) and the designated purposes of the refuge unit as described 

in establishing legislation, executive orders, or other documents establishing, authorizing, or 

expanding a refuge. The purpose(s) for which a refuge was established represents its highest 

priority for resource management and conservation in addition to fulfilling the Refuge System 

Mission.  The purpose(s) must form the basis for planning and management decisions on units of 

the NWRS.  In accordance with the NWRSAA, as amended, “The purposes of a refuge are 

specified in or derived from the law, proclamation, executive order, agreement, public land 

order, donation document, or administrative memorandum establishing, authorizing, or 

expanding a refuge, refuge unit, or refuge subunit.” 

Key concepts and guidance of the Refuge System derive from the National Wildlife Refuge 

System Administration Act of 1966 as amended (16 U.S.C. 668dd-668ee), the Refuge Recreation 

Act of 1962 (16 U.S.C. 460k-460k-4), as amended, Title 50 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 

and the Fish and Wildlife Service Manual. The National Wildlife Refuge System Administration 

Act is implemented through regulations covering the National Wildlife Refuge System, 

published in Title 50, subchapter C of the Code of Federal Regulations. These regulations govern 

general administration of units of the Refuge System. 

National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act 

The National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act of 1997 (Public Law 105-57) amends 

the National Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act of 1966 in a manner that provides an 

“Organic Act” for the Refuge System. 

It was passed to ensure that the Refuge System is managed as a national system of related lands, 

waters, and interests for the protection and conservation of our Nation's wildlife resources. The 

only system of Federal lands devoted specifically to wildlife, the National Wildlife Refuge 

System is a network of diverse and strategically located habitats.  

 

The passage of this Act gave guidance to the Secretary of the Interior for the overall management 

of the Refuge System. The Act's main components include: 

• a strong and singular wildlife conservation Mission for the Refuge System; 



• a requirement that the Secretary of the Interior maintain the biological integrity, diversity 

and environmental health of the Refuge System; 

• a new process for determining compatible uses on refuges; 

• a recognition that wildlife-dependent recreational uses involving hunting, fishing, 

wildlife observation and photography, and environmental education and interpretation, 

when determined to be compatible, are legitimate and appropriate public uses of the 

Refuge System; 

• that these compatible wildlife-dependent recreational uses are the priority general public 

uses of the Refuge System; and 

• a requirement for preparing a comprehensive conservation plan for each refuge. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Mission 

The mission of the Service is “working with others, to conserve, protect, and enhance fish and 

wildlife and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people.” National natural 

resources entrusted to the Service for conservation and protection include migratory birds, 

endangered and threatened species, inter-jurisdictional fish, wetlands, and certain marine 

mammals. The Service also manages national fish hatcheries, enforces Federal wildlife laws and 

international treaties on importing and exporting wildlife, assists with state fish and wildlife 

programs, and helps other countries develop wildlife conservation programs. 

National Wildlife Refuge System 

The National Wildlife Refuge System is the world’s largest network of public lands and waters 

set aside specifically for conserving wildlife and protecting ecosystems. From its inception in 

1903, the Refuge System has grown to encompass 568 national wildlife refuges in all 50 states, 

and waterfowl production areas in 10 states, covering more than 95 million acres of public lands.  

The mission of the Refuge System is “to administer a national network of lands and waters for 

the conservation, management, and where appropriate, restoration of the fish, wildlife, and plant 

resources and their habitats within the United States for the benefit of present and future 

generations of Americans” (National Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act of 1966, as 

amended)(16 U.S.C. 668dd-668ee). 

Wildlife conservation is the fundamental mission of the Refuge System. The goals of the 

National Wildlife Refuge System, as articulated in the Mission Goals and Purposes Policy (601 

FW 1) are to: 

• Conserve a diversity of fish, wildlife, and plants and their habitats, including species that 

are endangered or threatened with becoming endangered. 

• Develop and maintain a network of habitats for migratory birds, anadromous and inter- 

jurisdictional fish, and marine mammal populations that is strategically distributed and 

carefully managed to meet important life history needs of these species across their 

ranges. 



• Conserve those ecosystems, plant communities, wetlands of national or international 

significance, and landscapes and seascapes that are unique, rare, declining, or 

underrepresented in existing protection efforts. 

• Provide and enhance opportunities to participate in compatible wildlife-dependent 

recreation (hunting, fishing, wildlife observation and photography, and environmental 

education and interpretation). 

• Foster understanding and instill appreciation of the diversity and interconnectedness of 

fish, wildlife, and plants and their habitats. 

The NWRSAA, as amended, also legally mandates the maintenance, and where feasible, 

restoration of biological integrity, diversity, and environmental health (biological integrity) on 

the established refuge within the NWRS.   Biological integrity essentially equates to native fish, 

wildlife, plants, and the processes that support them (601 FW 3). 

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act 

The Act of March 10, 1934, authorizes the Secretaries of Agriculture and Commerce to provide 

assistance to and cooperate with Federal and State agencies to protect, rear, stock, and increase 

the supply of game and fur-bearing animals, as well as to study the effects of domestic sewage, 

trade wastes, and other polluting substances on wildlife. 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).   

NEPA requires that Federal actions be evaluated for environmental impacts, that these impacts 

be considered by the decision maker(s) prior to implementation, and that the public be informed. 

This EIS has been prepared in compliance with NEPA (42 USC Section 4231, et seq.,); the 

President’s CEQ Regulations, (40 CFR Section 1500 – 1508); Executive Order 13807; and 

Secretarial Order 3355. 

Animal Damage Control Act 

Animal Damage Control Act of March 2, 1931, (46 Stat. 1468) provided broad authority for 

investigation, demonstrations and control of mammalian predators, rodents and birds. Public 

Law 99-19, approved December 19, 1985, (99 Stat 1185) transferred administration of the Act 

from the Secretary of the Interior to the Secretary of Agriculture. Pub. L. 102-190(Div. A, title 

III, Sec. 348, Dec. 5, 1991, 105 Stat. 1348). 

The Animal Damage Control Act of March 2, 1931 (46 Stat. 1468; 7 U.S.C. 8351-352) states: 

“The Secretary of Agriculture may conduct a program of wildlife services with respect to 

injurious animal species and take any action the Secretary considers necessary in conducting the 

program…. 

The Act was amended in 1987 (Act of December 22, 1987 (101 Stat. 1329-331, 7 U.S.C. 8353) 

to further provide: 

On or after December 22, 1987, the Secretary of Agriculture is authorized, except for urban 

rodent control, to conduct activities and to enter into agreements with state, local jurisdictions, 

individuals, and public and private agencies, organizations, and institutions in the control of 

nuisance mammals and birds and those mammal and bird species that are reservoirs for zoonotic 



diseases, and to deposit any money collected under such agreement into the appropriation 

accounts that incur the costs to be available immediately and to remain available until expended 

for Animal Damage Control activities.” 

United States Department of Agriculture – Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service - 

Wildlife Services provides federal professional leadership and expertise to resolve wildlife 

conflicts to help create a balance that allows people and wildlife to coexist.  Wildlife Services 

applies and recommends a cohesive integrated approach, which incorporates biological, 

economic, environmental, legal and other information into a transparent wildlife damage 

management decision-making process, and includes many methods for managing wildlife 

damage, including non-lethal and lethal options.  The agency is funded by Congressional 

appropriations and by funds provided by governmental, commercial, private, and other entities 

that enter into an agreement with Wildlife Services for assistance.   

Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act provides the Service regulatory authority to protect species of 

birds that migrate outside the United States. All cooperating agencies coordinate with the Service 

on migratory bird issues. 

Migratory birds would not be affected by this proposal except in an unlikely event of non-target 

capture or lead poisoning from scavenging on predators shot with lead containing ammunition. 

Any impact on a migratory bird would be reported to the Service, Migratory Bird Management 

Office.  

National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended.  

The NHPA requires Federal agencies to: 1) evaluate the effects of any Federal undertaking on 

cultural resources, 2) consult with the State Historic Preservation Office regarding the value and 

management of specific cultural, archaeological and historic resources, and 3) consult with 

appropriate American Indian tribes to determine whether they have concerns for traditional 

cultural resources in areas of these Federal undertakings. Actions associated with juniper 

management would be evaluated under the NHPA. 

Wilderness Act of 1964  

Congress passed the 1964 Wilderness Act in order to preserve and protect certain lands “in their 

natural condition” and thus “secure for present and future generations the benefits of 

wilderness.”. The Act recognized the value of preserving “an area where the earth and its 

community of life are untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor who does not 

remain.” Congress therefore directed that designated wilderness areas “shall be administered for 

the use and enjoyment of the American people in such manner as will leave them unimpaired for 

future use and enjoyment as wilderness, and so as to provide for the protection of these areas, the 

preservation of their wilderness character, and for the gathering and dissemination of information 

regarding their use and enjoyment as wilderness.”  

In 1972 the President proposed that Congress designate 16,462 acres of Poker Jim Ridge as a 

Wilderness Area under the 1964 Wilderness Act. This proposal has never been acted upon, but it 

is Service policy that all proposed wilderness areas, including the Poker Jim Ridge Proposed 

Wilderness Area be managed consistent with policy and guidance for designated wilderness until 



further action is taken by Congress. Generally, activities that conflict with wilderness values, 

such as permanent artificial structures and roads, use of mechanized tools and equipment, and 

commercial uses are prohibited in wilderness areas unless there is an approved Minimum 

Requirements Analysis (MRA) decision authorizing a specific action. 

Relevant State Laws and Regulations 

ODFW - Wildlife Policy (ORS 496.012). It is the policy of the State of Oregon that wildlife be 

managed to prevent serious depletion of any indigenous species and to provide the optimum 

recreational and aesthetic benefits for present and future generations of the State. Included in this 

wildlife policy is maintaining all species of wildlife at optimum levels. 

Measure 18 of 1994 and ORS 498.164. A 1994 ballot measure (Measure 18) eliminated the 

public use of dogs for cougar hunting. However, Measure 18 specifically maintained provisions 

that allow employees of county, state, and federal agencies to use dogs while acting in their 

official capacities.  

ODFW Cougar Management Plan Content and Purpose: (1) The 2017 Oregon Cougar 

Management Plan establishes state policy and direction for Oregon’s cougar management 

program. The 2017 Plan replaces previous plans. Chapters III (Cougar Management Objectives), 

IV (Adaptive Management, Appendix B (Cougar Incident Response Guidelines), Appendix C 

(Captive Cougar Kitten Guidelines), Appendix I: (Glossary – Definition of Terms), and 

Appendix M (Process for Development and Selection of Cougar Target Areas) of that 2017 

Plan are incorporated here by reference as administrative rule. The 2017 Plan also serves as an 

informational and historical document for the Department. 

Categories of Wildlife and Legal Take 

ORS §498.012: Taking wildlife causing damage, posing public health risk or that is public 

nuisance:  Cougar, bobcat, red fox, and black bear can be taken on private land at any time 

without a permit if the individual animal is causing damage, is a public nuisance, or poses a 

public health risk. Any person can take these species on private land as long as they have written 

permission from the landowner.  However, no person shall take at a time and under a 

circumstance when such taking is taking is prohibited by the State fish and Wildlife 

Commission, any game mammal or nongame species unless the person first obtain a permit from 

the commission.  No permit is required for taking of cougar, bobcat, red fox, or bear; but must 

have in possession written authority from the landowner or lawful occupant of the land.   

HB 2971: enacted by the 2007 Legislative Assembly, which authorized appointment of agents, 

subject to the ODFW’s direction and control, to assist ODFW in its official duties by pursuing 

black bear and/or cougar with dogs. These rules authorize two classes of agents: 

(1) volunteer agents; and 

(2) private contractors hired by the Department on personal services contracts — for responding 

to specific conflict or management actions consistent with the Oregon cougar and bear 

management plans and/or to work on specific research projects. 

ORS §610.105: Landowners or their agent can control predatory animals in good faith by using 

lawful poison, traps, or other appropriate or effective means.  



OAR 635-043-0085: Any person authorized to alleviate wildlife damage pursuant to ORS 

498.136 may hunt designated wildlife from a motor propelled vehicle, except while in motion or 

on any public road or highway. 

Use of Pursuit Dogs and Artificial Light 

ORS §498.164: Dogs and bait cannot be used to hunt or pursue black bears or cougars, except 

for county, state, or federal agencies in their official capacities. This rule does not apply to black 

bears or cougars taken under ORS §498.012. 

OAR 635-043-0090: Any person hunting bobcat, raccoon, or opossum may hunt with an 

artificial light not attached or operated from a motor-propelled vehicle. Any person authorized to 

alleviate wildlife damage pursuant to ORS 498.142 may use artificial light in manner prescribed 

by a permit. 

Use of Traps, Snares and Other Capture Devices 

ORS §498.172: Traps set for predatory animals must be checked on a regular basis. Furbearer 

traps set during the regulated furbearer season must be checked at least once during a 48-hour 

period.   

OAR 635-050-0045: The law limits foothold trap size and sets use parameters, such as a 

minimum trap check of 48 hours for furbearers and unprotected mammals. Additionally, any 

killing traps and snares must be checked at least once every 30 days, restraining traps and snares 

at least once every 76 hours, and at least once every 7 days for predatory animals damaging land, 

livestock, or agricultural or forest crops.  

OAR 635-050-0045: 

(9) It is unlawful for any person to trap for furbearers, predatory animals or unprotected 

mammals using:  

(a) A steel foothold trap with a jaw spread greater than 9 inches.  

(b) A No. 3 or larger foothold trap or any foothold trap with an inside jaw spread at dog greater 

than 6” not having a jaw spacing of at least 3/16 of one inch when the trap is sprung 

(measurement excludes pads on padded jaw traps) and when the trap is placed in a manner that is 

not capable of drowning a trapped animal.  

(c) The flesh of any game bird, game fish, game mammal for trap bait.  

(d) Any killing trap having a jaw spread of 9 inches or more in any land set.  

(e) Any killing trap having a jaw spread of 7.5 inches or more but less than 9 inches, in a land set 

on public lands, at a distance greater than 50 feet from a permanent water source or a seasonal 

water source when water is present except when authorized by the Oregon Department of Fish 

and Wildlife.  

(f) Any toothed trap, or trap with a protuberance on the facing edge of the jaws that is intended to 

hold the animal (except pads on padded jaw traps).  

(g) Or possessing the branded traps or snares of another unless in possession of written 

permission from the person to whom the brand is registered.  

(h) Sight bait within 15 feet of any foothold trap set for carnivores.  



OAR 635-050-0047: Sets limits on where traps and snares can be set on public lands, unless 

otherwise authorized by ODFW  

No traps or snares may be set on land:  

(1) Within 50 feet of any public trail; within 300 feet of any trailhead that is designated and 

maintained as such by the public land management agency and is accessible to vehicular traffic; 

within 300 feet of any public campground or picnic area designated and maintained as such by 

the public land management agency on the most current official map of the agency. 

Protecting Human Safety 

ORS §498.166: Bears or cougars posing a threat to human safety or structures can be taken and 

immediately reported to ODFW, who will order disposal of the animal. 

ORS §498.166: Bears or cougars posing threat to human safety: 

A person may take a cougar or a bear that poses a threat to human safety, and immediately report 

the taking to a person authorized to enforce the wildlife laws and shall dispose of the animal in 

such a manner as the State Fish and Wildlife Commission directs.   

A threat involves the following behaviors: aggressive actions directed toward a person or 

persons, including but not limited to charging, false charging, teeth popping and snarling; 

breaking into or attempting to break into a residence; attacking a pet or domestic animal; loss of 

wariness of humans, displayed through repeated sightings of the animal during the day near a 

permanent structure, permanent corral or mobile dwelling used by humans at an agricultural, 

timber management, ranching, or construction site.   

OAR 635-043-0051: ODFW staff or their agents (including WS-Oregon) may take or harass 

wildlife as necessary for protection against a threat to human safety, protection of land or 

property from damage (among other reasons).  

Carcass Disposal and Report of Take 

OAR 635-002-0009: Disposition of Bear and Cougar Killed Posing a Threat to Human 

Safety: Black bear or cougar taken as a threat to human safety shall be disposed of in the 

following manner: carcass, hide, gall bladder, and female reproductive tract shall be delivered to 

a location determined by ODFW; edible portions shall be disposed of per OAR 635-002-0007 for 

black bear and per OAR 635-002-0010 for cougar.   

OAR 635-002-0010: Disposal of Inedible Wildlife: Carcasses of wildlife except black bear can 

be donated to public and charitable institutions, provided the receiving entity does not sell the 

meat; donated to low income people or those with medical conditions as long as the receiver eats 

the meat at their place of residence; donated to wildlife rehabilitators to feed animals in 

rehabilitation; or donated to rendering plants, pet food manufacturers, or disposed of by ODFW 

personnel. 

OAR 635-002-0012: Disposal of Wildlife or Wildlife Parts:  Any wildlife or part not 

specifically directed elsewhere by ODFW shall be disposed of per ODFW determination, with 

priority for scientific, enforcement, or educational purposes. 
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https://systems.fws.gov/pups
















https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-07/agdrift_2.1.1.zip


https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r6/forest-grasslandhealth/invasivespecies/?cid=stelprdb5302157
https://www.blm.gov/programs/natural-resources/weeds-and-invasives/vegetative-peis
















https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/inert-ingredients-overview-and-guidance
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/inert-ingredients-overview-and-guidance






http://npic.orst.edu/ppdmove.htm
























http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/label/labelque.htm%23regprods
http://cfpub.epa.gov/ecotox/
http://extoxnet.orst.edu/pips/ghindex.html
http://www.fao.org/agriculture/crops/thematic-sitemap/theme/pests/jmps/ps-new/en/
http://www.kellysolutions.com/clemson/pesticides/pesticideindex.asp
http://npic.orst.edu/npicfact.htm
http://www.cdms.net/Label-Database
http://oda.state.or.us/dbs/pest_productsL2K/search.lasso


https://www.epa.gov/ingredients-used-pesticide-products/brief-overviews-about-individual-pesticides
https://www.epa.gov/ingredients-used-pesticide-products/brief-overviews-about-individual-pesticides
https://iaspub.epa.gov/apex/pesticides/f?p=CHEMICALSEARCH:1:0::NO:1
https://www.invasive.org/gist/handbook.html
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Practices to Minimize the Introduction of  
Invasive Species by Service Activities 

 

 

The Section 508 amendment of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 requires that the information in  
federal documents be accessible to individuals with disabilities. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife  
Service has made every effort to ensure that the information in this document is accessible.  
If you have any problems accessing information, please contact the Hart Mountain National  

Antelope Refuge at Sheldon-Hart@fws.gov or (540) 947-3315. 
 

mailto:Sheldon-Hart@fws.gov








https://naisma.org/programs/purchase-weed-free-products/
https://naisma.org/programs/purchase-weed-free-products/
https://www.oregon.gov/oda/programs/MarketAccess/ShippingPoint/Pages/WeedFreeForage.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oda/programs/MarketAccess/ShippingPoint/Pages/WeedFreeForage.aspx


























https://www.fws.gov/policy/713fw5.html
https://naisma.org/programs/purchase-weed-free-products/


https://stopaquatichitchhikers.org/
https://stopaquatichitchhikers.org/prevention/#clean-drain-dry
https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/
https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/map/
https://www.dontmovefirewood.org/resource-library/
https://www.dontletitloose.com/
https://www.playcleango.org/help-stop-invasive-species-with-playcleango


https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B4DHOwn76ZZod2U1cHEtV2cxbXM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B4DHOwn76ZZoUjVDR1VKdFNVMlk
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B4DHOwn76ZZodTN1NWRTM2QwRmM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B4DHOwn76ZZoVmE4MzZDZTJXZGs












https://www.eddmaps.org/
https://plants.sc.egov.usda.gov/java/
https://plants.usda.gov/java/noxiousDriver
https://plants.usda.gov/java/noxious?rptType=Federal
https://plants.usda.gov/java/noxious?rptType=State&statefips=41
https://plants.usda.gov/java/noxious?rptType=State&statefips=32
https://plants.usda.gov/java/noxious?rptType=State&statefips=06
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/
https://www.fs.fed.us/r6/fire/aquatic-invasive-species/
https://www.oregon.gov/oda/programs/Weeds/Pages/WeedMapper.aspx
https://geo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=54e9b0eaacb34bc4a146a33faa9f8966
https://geo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=54e9b0eaacb34bc4a146a33faa9f8966
https://www.oregon.gov/ODA/programs/Weeds/Pages/CWMA.aspx


https://sites.google.com/site/orimapresources/
https://imapinvasives.natureserve.org/imap/services/page/map.html
https://imapinvasives.natureserve.org/imap/login.jsp
https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/
https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/
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Current as of: December 2020 

 

 

 

 
 

Body Underside, crevices, ledges, footrest, skid plates  

Racks Front & rear utility racks  

Wheels All wheels, wheel wells, arm guards, & mud flaps  

Engine Engine compartments, exhaust, radiators  
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Current as of: December 2020 

Heavy Equipment – Tracked (such as Excavator and Bulldozer)  

 

 

 
 

Cabin Floor, mats, pedals, seats  

Engine Radiators, engine bay, grill, air cleaner  

Tracks Tracks, track frame, drive sprocket rollers, idlers  

Body plates Plates of cabin  

Body Ledges, channels  

Boom Boom, bucket, other attachments as applicable  

Turret pivot   
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Current as of: December 2020 

 

 

 

Cabin Floor, mats, pedals, seats  

Engine Radiators, engine bay, grill, air cleaner  

Tracks Tracks, track frame, drive sprocket rollers, idlers  

Body plates Belly plates, rear plates  

Body Ledges, channels  

Blade Pivot points, hydraulic rams, a-frame  

Ripper Ripper frame, ripper points  
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Heavy Equipment – Rubber-tired (such as Backhoe) 

 

 

 
 

Cabin Floor, mats, pedals, seats, ladder  

Engine Radiators, engine bay, grill, air cleaner  

Wheels All wheels, wheel arches, guards  

Front end loader Blade, hydraulics, booms  

Backhoe Buckets, boom, hydraulics, stabilizers  
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Appendix X2-D.  Standard Operating Procedure for High Pressure Washer 

Use 

 

All employees using the portable pressure washer must be trained in safe operation of the 

equipment and familiar with all controls.  Untrained personnel are not permitted to 

operate this equipment.  Owner’s manual should be kept with the washer and read by all 

persons who will operate the equipment. 

 

Before Each Use 

1. Check equipment 

a. Check/add pump oil-verify oil level is half way up the sight glass 

2. Check the engine oil level and add oil as needed  

a. Use recommended oil type for your engine and expected ambient conditions.  See 

owner’s manual for additional information. 

3. Inspect spray system 

a. Inspect for damage and/or leaks before use.  Check hoses, fittings, wand, trigger 

gun and connections for signs of wear, cracks, looseness, or leaks.  Replace as 

needed. Check and clean nozzle and inlet filter.  See owner’s manual for 

maintenance details. 

b. Never use your finger to check for leaks.  Never operate machine with damaged 

or missing hoses/parts.  Do not start pressure washer until repairs have been 

completed. 

4. Inspect fuel system 

a. Always inspect (engine and burner) fuel systems & check for leaks before starting 

pressure washer.  Inspect fuel system looking for signs of leaks or deterioration, 

spongy fuel hose, loose connections, missing or loose fuel hose clamps, damaged 

gasoline tank, or defective gasoline shut-off valve. 

5. Perform other scheduled maintenance as needed 

a. Refer to the owner’s manual “Maintenance and Repair” section. 

6. Select Suitable Outdoor Worksite 

a. Outdoor use only, and at least 20 feet from all building windows and air intakes 

b. Do not locate and use the pressure washer in the presence of flammable 

vapors, dust, gases, or other potentially combustible materials.  Burner is an 

open flame, which can ignite airborne dusts and flammable vapors.  Operate only 

where open flame or torch is permitted. 

c. Usage of this washer requires adequate, unobstructed ventilation airflow.  

Proper combustion can only be obtained when there is a sufficient supply of 

oxygen available for the amount of fuel being burned.  Cooling ventilation is 

required to prevent overheating of the pressure washer and possible fire.  

d. The exhaust gas from your pressure washer is extremely hot and can cause 

combustible materials to catch on fire.  Make sure both the engine exhaust and 

burner exhaust are at least 7 feet from all combustible materials and structures 

during operation.  Keep a fire extinguisher rated "ABC" nearby; keep it properly 

charged and be familiar with its use  

e. The pressure washer should be positioned on a firm, level (less than 3 degree 

slope), heat-resistant surface with good drainage and a nearby water supply.  
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Ensure that the pressure washer sits level and will not slide or shift during 

operation.  If applicable, block the pressure washer's wheels to prevent 

movement.  Surface should be heat resistant if you will be using the burner for 

heated spray.  

f. Wash water effluent must not enter state waters, therefore the power washing 

operations must be located in a flat gravel area where water will seep into the 

ground without ponding. 

7. Add fuels 

a. Check the gasoline tank level. If needed, fill tank.  

b. If you are planning to use heated water, fill burner fuel tank with appropriate fuel 

(see owner’s manual for specifics) 

Operation: 

1. Connect hoses, water supply and spray nozzle.  Ensure water supply is steady and 

capable of flowing at rate (20%) above rated flow of pump if using tap water.  Water 

should be clean, debris can cause excess pump wear and reduce performance.  

2. Attach high pressure hose to the pressure washer’s water outlet.  See owner’s manual for 

details on coupler device usage and component specifications. 

3. Select appropriate spray nozzle for the job.  Generally, wider the spray angle of the 

nozzle, the lower the spray pressure produced.  Use low pressure when applying 

approved chemicals with the pressure washer.  

4. Attach nozzle to the spray gun.  First depressurize hose line by squeezing the spray gun 

trigger while engine is off.  Install the nozzle and check connection by pulling.  It will 

rotate but stay in place if installed correctly.  

5. Put on personal protective gear.  Wear waterproof, thermally insulated gloves, safety 

glasses with side and top protection, face protection, and protective clothing when 

operating the machine.  If spraying pressure washer specific chemicals, wear a respirator 

mask to avoid inhalation of vapors if directed on the chemical label.  Wear non-slip, 

protective footwear.  Use of pressure washer can create puddles and slippery surfaces.  

Wear footwear capable of maintaining a good grip on wet surfaces.  

6. Prime water supply.  Never run the pump without water supply connected and primed.  

See owner’s manual for specific process based on water source used.   

7. Start engine.  Engage safety latch on spray gun and follow the instructions in the Engine 

Manual for starting.  

8. Turn on burner for hot spray.  Make sure vicinity is free of flammable vapors and fuel in 

the burner fuel tank.  Make sure engine throttle is all the way open, turn heat switch on 

and adjust thermostat to the desired temperature.  

9. High pressure spray.  Clear cleaning area of all persons.  Hold spray gun firmly with two 

hands and a sturdy stance.  Wash from the bottom to the top, using side-to-side motions. 

This washes away heavy dirt and allows detergent to soak as you work toward the top.  

a. Use width of spray pattern to wash a wide path.  Overlap spray paths for complete 

coverage. 

b. Nozzle should be 12-24 inches from work, closer for packed dirt areas. 

c. Small parts should be washed in a basket so the pressure does not push them 

away.  Larger, lightweight parts should be clamped down.  

d. To reduce pressure, turn unloader know counterclockwise. 







https://www.cal-ipc.org/docs/bmps/dd9jwo1ml8vttq9527zjhek99qr/BMPLandManager.pdf
https://www.cal-ipc.org/docs/bmps/dd9jwo1ml8vttq9527zjhek99qr/BMPLandManager.pdf
https://winapps.umt.edu/winapps/media2/wilderness/toolboxes/documents/invasive/CIPM_prevention_guide.pdf
https://winapps.umt.edu/winapps/media2/wilderness/toolboxes/documents/invasive/CIPM_prevention_guide.pdf
https://www.usbr.gov/mussels/prevention/docs/EquipmentInspectionandCleaningManual2012.pdf
https://www.usbr.gov/mussels/prevention/docs/EquipmentInspectionandCleaningManual2012.pdf
https://www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Clean-Equipment-Protocol_June2016_D3_WEB-1.pdf
https://www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Clean-Equipment-Protocol_June2016_D3_WEB-1.pdf
http://www.kenaiweeds.org/user_images/Prevention%20Guidelines.pdf
http://www.michigandnr.com/FTP/forestry/Forest%20Certification%20Audit%20Documents%202015/Forest%20Certification%20Auditor%20Master%20CD%20File/Management%20Plans%20and%20Guidelines/DNR%20Guidelines/Wildlife%20Division%20guidance%20for%20decontamination_FINAL_June2015.docx
http://www.michigandnr.com/FTP/forestry/Forest%20Certification%20Audit%20Documents%202015/Forest%20Certification%20Auditor%20Master%20CD%20File/Management%20Plans%20and%20Guidelines/DNR%20Guidelines/Wildlife%20Division%20guidance%20for%20decontamination_FINAL_June2015.docx
http://www.michigandnr.com/FTP/forestry/Forest%20Certification%20Audit%20Documents%202015/Forest%20Certification%20Auditor%20Master%20CD%20File/Management%20Plans%20and%20Guidelines/DNR%20Guidelines/Wildlife%20Division%20guidance%20for%20decontamination_FINAL_June2015.docx
http://www.michigandnr.com/FTP/forestry/Forest%20Certification%20Audit%20Documents%202015/Forest%20Certification%20Auditor%20Master%20CD%20File/Management%20Plans%20and%20Guidelines/DNR%20Guidelines/Wildlife%20Division%20guidance%20for%20decontamination_FINAL_June2015.docx
https://www.invasive.org/gist/products/handbook/methods-handbook.pdf
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The Section 508 amendment of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 requires that the information in  
federal documents be accessible to individuals with disabilities. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife  
Service has made every effort to ensure that the information in this document is accessible.  
If you have any problems accessing information, please contact the Hart Mountain National  

Antelope Refuge at Sheldon-Hart@fws.gov or (540) 947-3315. 
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