






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 Rescue Report RSE1901 
 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 04 January 2019 Date of Initial Call: 03 January 2019 Filed by: S. Beard 

Rescue ID: RSE1901 Facility ID: N/A Other ID: MSE19002 

FWC Case Number: 0083 FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Female Length: 226 cm   Estimated: No Weight: 200 kg Estimated: No 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R: L:   

State: FL County: St. Lucie City: Ft. Pierce Waterway: Indian River 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 27.453130° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.322700° W 

Locality Description: 55 m SE of the southernmost shuffleboard court at the Riverwalk Center at 600 N Indian Drive 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Land Based: Hoop Net               

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Orphan  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

 

All Other 

Describe: The manatee was observed with bleached spots on most aspects, pitted lesions on the 

head, shoulders and ventral fluke, and a healing watercraft wound series on the mid and caudal 

dorsum; it had an elevated respiration rate and was grounded in shallow water. 

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 2019-01-04_FWC043_3970 through 3975 

 

HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

03 January 2019 

 

 

At 1022 hrs, FWC Intern-Emily Pepin (EP) received a text alert from FWC SO-

A Dispatch-Palm Beach regarding a manatee in distress at the Manatee 

Education and Observation Center (MOEC) in Fort Pierce, St. Lucie County. 
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04 January 

FWC case number 0083 was assigned. The complainant, Trish Walker (561-

596-2976), stated that the manatee was not diving and was breathing every 5 to 

15 minutes. At 1022 hrs, EP received photos showing a healing wound on the 

dorsum, but behavior was normal surfacing resting. At 1212 hrs, FWC 

biologist-Shelby Beard (SLB) received a direct call from MOEC volunteer-

Vince Zalenski (410-627-4588) who stated that a manatee had been at the 

MOEC for over 24 hours without submerging. It was breathing every 30 

seconds and had barely moved. Vince was unable to send video confirmation. 

At 1257 hrs, the animal swam away and was no longer in sight. 

 

At 1148 hrs, FWC biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) received text from FWC 

LE-Jon Arnold who had received a call from Ft. Pierce Marina Dock Master-

Matt Roach (772-359-9416) regarding the same manatee in shallow water. He 

sent ARH verification photos. ARH requested assistance with size verification 

from Harbor Branch-Steve Burton, who arrived at the animal’s location by 

1240 hrs. Due to FWC staff being in Fort Lauderdale when the information was 

received, they did not arrive at the manatee’s location until 1350 hrs. The 

manatee was captured via hoop net at approximately 1400 hrs, carried to a 

nearby beach area, and loaded into the rescue truck by 1420 hrs. At 

approximately 1442 hrs, the manatee was declared dead during transport. 

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Shelby Beard 

FWC ECFL: Lucy Bukowski 

FWC Intern: Emily Pepin 

FWC LE: James Payne, Randy Irwin 

Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute: Steve Burton, Jon Moore 
Edited by:  

ACP 
NJG 

DJS 

GLL 
AJG 

 
(Rev: 01/20/2017) 

 

PHOTOS 
 

 





Rescue Report RSE1903 

GENERAL

Date of Rescue: 08 February 2019 Date of Initial Call: 07 February 2019 Filed by: A. Howell 

Rescue ID: RSE1903 Facility ID: MSTm1902 Other ID: Tostone 

FWC Case Number: N/A FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Male Length: 152 cm   Estimated: No Weight: 45 kg Estimated: No 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R: L:  

State: FL  County: Palm Beach City: West Palm Beach Waterway: Lake Worth Lagoon 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 26.762388° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.050529° W 

Locality Description: approximately 135 m S of the Manatee Lagoon Center at 6000 N Flagler Drive 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Land Based: Hoop Net   

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following: 

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

Orphan  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

All Other 

Describe: The small, lone manatee had severe cold stress lesions and was emaciated. 

VISUAL RECORD

Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location 

Animal Before Rescue 

Actual Rescue 

Animal After Rescue 

Wounds 

Scars 

Gear Alone (if entangled) 

Photographs file name 2019-02-08_FWC043_8236 through 8266 

HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

07 February 2019 At 1035 hrs, FWC biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) received a direct call from 

Florida Power & Light (FPL) Manatee Lagoon manager-Sarah Marmion that 

her staff had observed a three-foot-long calf by itself since yesterday in the 

lagoon. At 1038 hrs, ARH received photos showing abscesses and severe cold 

stress lesions on the manatee. ARH requested FWC biologist-Shelby Beard 
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08 February 

(SLB) to respond, assess behavior and verify size. SLB arrived by 1110 hrs, 

and FPL staff advised they had lost sight of the calf. The area was searched, and 

the calf was not relocated. At 1545 hrs, FPL manatee master-Krystyna sent a 

text to ARH advising the calf was back. ARH and SLB arrived at the lagoon by 

1615 hrs and confirmed the calf needed to be rescued. Due to logistics, a rescue 

was postponed until the following morning.  

At 0830 hrs, FPL Manatee Lagoon staff began searching for the manatee. At 

1105 hrs, ARH received a text from FPL Manatee Lagoon staff-Wendy Puz 

stating that the calf had been located. ARH, SLB, and FWC biologist-Samantha 

Smith arrived at the calf’s location by 1150 hrs. The calf was caught using a 

hoop net from the beach by 1200 hrs and transported to Miami Seaquarium, 

arriving by 1407 hrs. 

PARTICIPANTS

FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Shelby Beard, Samantha Smith 

Edited by: 
ACP 
NJG 

GLL 

DJS 
AJG 

(Rev: 01/20/2017) 

PHOTOS 





 Rescue Report RSE1904 
 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 09 February 2019 Date of Initial Call: 09 February 2019  Filed by: A. Howell 

Rescue ID: RSE1904  Facility ID: MSTm1903  Other ID:  

FWC Case Number: 1302  FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Male Length: 325 cm   Estimated: No Weight: N/T kg Estimated: Choose an item. 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R: L:   

State: FL County: St. Lucie  City: Fort Pierce   Waterway: Indian River 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 27.451728° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.322921° W 

Locality Description: Manatee Observation and Education Center boat ramp at 480 N Indian River Drive 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Land Based: Net Set 

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Orphan  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

 

Watercraft 

Check all that apply:  

 Penetrating Cuts  Impact  Other 

Describe:  There was a fresh, superficial, linear wound extending from left cranial dorsum to 

right mid dorsum and three superficial, parallel propeller wounds, which were roughly 

perpendicular to the linear wound. The manatee was excessively buoyant, listing left side high, 

unable to submerge, and breathing every 90 seconds. 

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 2019-02-09_FWC043_8267 through 8295 
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HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

09 February 2019 At 0932 hrs, FWC biologist-Shelby Beard (SLB) received a text alert from 

FWC SO-A Dispatch-Palm Beach regarding an injured manatee near the south 

bridge in Moore’s Creek, Fort Pierce, St. Lucie County. FWC case number 

1302 was assigned. The complainant, Dennis (772-940-3491), stated that the 

manatee had three fresh cuts on the middle of its back, was floating high in the 

water on its side, and was unable to submerge. He was unable to take photos 

and said the manatee was moving south towards the Manatee Observation and 

Education Center. SLB requested FWC LE, ECFL and Harbor Branch 

Oceanographic Institute (HBOI) assistance. At 1016 hrs, SLB received a call 

from US Fish & Wildlife Service-Officer Jason Lowe who was with the animal 

at the Manatee Observation and Education Center. The manatee was nine feet 

long, buoyant, had fresh watercraft wounds, and had beached itself on the boat 

ramp. He sent confirmation photos at 1020 hrs. Ofc. Lowe, FWC-Lt. Doug 

Rogerson, and the US Coast Guard monitored the animal until the rescue team 

arrived. At 1145 hrs, Lt. Rogerson called FWC biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) 

to advise that the manatee had moved off the boat ramp and was swimming 

towards the marina. SEFL, ECFL, and HBOI staff arrived at the manatee’s 

location by 1150 hrs. After assessing the manatee by land, ARH got on Lt. 

Rogerson’s vessel and attempted to encourage the manatee back to the boat 

ramp, but the manatee stayed in the marina. At 1320 hrs, Ofc. Arnold got in the 

water and at 1340 hrs, the manatee was encouraged into a land-based net set 

and pulled onto the boat ramp. The manatee was loaded in the SEFL transport 

truck by 1355 and transported to Miami Seaquarium by 1620 hrs. 

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Shelby Beard 

FWC ECFL: Bill Greer, Lucy Bukowski 

FWC LE: Officer Jon Arnold, Lieutenant Doug Rogerson 

Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute: Anne Sleeman, Beth Brady 

US Fish & Wildlife Service: Officer Jason Lowe 

 
Edited by:  

ACP 

NJG 
GLL 

DJS 

AJG 

 
(Rev: 01/20/2017) 
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PHOTOS 

 

 





 Rescue Report RSE1905 
 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 15 February 2019 Date of Initial Call: 15 February 2019  Filed by: S. Beard 

Rescue ID: RSE1905 Facility ID: MSTm1904  Other ID: Chickita 

FWC Case Number: 1542  FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Female Length: 171 cm   Estimated: No Weight: 80 kg Estimated: Yes 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R: L:   

State: FL County: St. Lucie   City: Fort Pierce  Waterway: Indian River  

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 27.438882° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.320068° W 

Locality Description: approximately 90 m E of 805 S Indian River Drive 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Land Based: Hoop Net 

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Orphan  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

 

All Other 

Describe: The manatee was small, emaciated, by itself and had severe cold stress lesions and a 

rapid breathing rate. 

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 2019-02-15_FWC043_8691 through 8715 

 

HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

15 February 2019 At 1507 hrs, FWC biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) received a direct call from 

FWC LE-Officer Marty Shermatero, who had received a direct call regarding a 

rapidly breathing, lone calf that was very close to shore along S Indian River 

Drive in the Indian River, Fort Pierce, St. Lucie County. FWC case number 
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1542 was assigned. ARH received video confirmation at 1513 hrs and was 

advised that Ofc. Shermatero was en route to the manatee. Ofc. Shermatero 

arrived at the manatee’s location by 1530 hrs and stayed with it until the rescue 

team arrived. ARH arrived at 1615 hrs and the rest of the rescue team and 

rescue truck arrived at 1630 hrs. The calf was captured using a hoop net by 

1640 hrs and transported to Miami Seaquarium by 2000 hrs. 

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Shelby Beard 

FWC intern: Yashwant Meghare 

FWC LE: James Payne, Officer Marty Shermatero, Aaron Amador, Randy Irwin 

 
Edited by:  

ACP 

NJG 
GLL 

DJS 

AJG 

 
(Rev: 01/20/2017) 
PHOTOS 

  
 

 





 Rescue Report RSE1909 
 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 25 May 2019 Date of Initial Call: 25 May 2019 Filed by: S. Beard 

Rescue ID: RSE1909 Facility ID: MSTm1906 Other ID:  

FWC Case Number: 6241 FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Male Length: 232 cm   Estimated: No Weight: 204 kg Estimated: Choose an item. 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R: L:   

State: FL County: Palm Beach City: North Palm Beach Waterway: North Palm Beach Waterway 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 26.831319° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.060729° W 

Locality Description: 130 m NW of the northernmost building at 1037 Marina Drive 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Land Based: Hoop Net 

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Orphan  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

 

Watercraft 

Check all that apply:  

 Penetrating Cuts  Impact  Other 

Describe:  The manatee had one fresh, superficial, short, roughly linear wound on the mid caudal 

dorsum and was negatively buoyant and emaciated. 

 

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 2019-05-25_FWC043_0571 through 0630 
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HISTORY 
25 May 2019 At 1431 hrs, FWC biologist-Shelby Beard (SLB) received a text alert from 

FWC SO-A Dispatch-Palm Beach regarding a 2 to 3-foot-long manatee on the 

rocks on the SW side of Parker Bridge in North Palm Beach, Palm Beach 

County. FWC case number 6241 was assigned. The complainant, North Palm 

Beach Police Department-Officer Mike Abramczyk stated that the manatee was 

small and had been in the same spot for hours. He sent photos at 1438 hrs, 

which were reviewed by SLB who concluded that the manatee appeared to be a 

bottom resting juvenile with an abnormal body position.  SLB responded and 

arrived by 1500 hrs. After monitoring the animal for about 20 minutes, SLB 

noted that the manatee had a small impact wound, was negatively buoyant, and 

used its flippers to hold itself up to breathe. SLB notified FWC biologist-Amber 

Howell (ARH) at 1530 hrs that, in her opinion, the manatee may need to be 

rescued. ARH reviewed the information and photos and noticed that the 

manatee also looked thin. ARH and FWC intern-Yashwant Meghare arrived at 

the manatee’s location with rescue gear at 1625 hrs. The manatee was captured 

via hoop net and hip towed via Officer Abramczyk’s vessel to Anchorage Park 

boat ramp. The manatee was loaded into the rescue truck by 1730 hrs and 

transported to Miami Seaquarium, arriving by 1900 hrs. 

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Shelby Beard 

FWC SEFL intern: Yashwant Meghare 

 
Edited by:  

NJG 

GLL 
DJS 

AJG 

 
(Rev: 01/20/2017) 

PHOTOS 

 





 Rescue Report RSE1913 
 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 22 November 2019 Date of Initial Call: 22 November 2019 Filed by: A. Peek 

Rescue ID: RSE1913 Facility ID: MSTm1912 Other ID: Scampi 

FWC Case Number: 13511, 13521 FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Female Length: 140 cm   Estimated: No Weight: NT kg Estimated: No 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R:  L:  

State: FL County: Palm Beach City: Jupiter Waterway: Jupiter Sound 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 26.958019° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.077964° W 

Locality Description: approximately 215m NE of 3175 Cove Road 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Boat Based: Net Set 

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Calf by itself 
 Other: (Specify): Calf of rescued mom 

________________________ 

 

Cold Stress, Red Tide, Tidally Stranded, Calf by itself or Other 

Describe: Dependent calf of watercraft injured mother (MSTM1911/RSE1914). 

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 
2019-11-22_FWC044_1992 through 1993, 2014 through 2024, 

2039 through 2049 

 

HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

22 November 2019 At 0937 hrs, FWC biologist-Blake Faucett (BMF) received a text alert from 

FWC SO-A Dispatch Palm Beach regarding a lethargic manatee with a 

dependent calf in Jupiter Harbour Marina, Jupiter, Palm Beach County. FWC 
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case number 13511 was assigned. The complainant, Mel Schumaker (561-306-

4081), reported the manatee had been floating in the same location for about 40 

minutes. Photo verification was received at 0947 hrs, and showed a thin, 

grounded adult. At 0955 hrs, FWC biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) and BMF 

arrived at the location but were advised the manatee had swam to deeper water. 

At 1203 hrs, ARH received a text alert from Dispatch regarding a distressed 

mom and calf pair beached by the Jupiter lighthouse. FWC case number 13521 

was assigned. The complainant, Nick Bowden (561-719-1800), advised the 

adult was not moving. ARH and BMF arrived at the manatees by 1218 hrs, and 

confirmed the adult was listing, thin, and had fresh watercraft wounds. A rescue 

team was organized with a planned meeting time of 1400 hrs. ARH requested 

FWC-LE assistance to stay with the manatees until the rescue boat could arrive. 

FWC-Officer Adam Boyd arrived by boat at the manatees at 1315 hrs. FWC 

staff arrived at the manatees by 1445 hrs. Both manatees were grounded 10ft 

from shore, so a net was slowly deployed off the boat around the manatees. The 

manatees were brought onto the rescue boat by 1500 hrs and were loaded into 

the transport truck by 1545 hrs. The manatees were transported to Miami 

Seaquarium, arriving by 1840 hrs.  

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Blake Faucett, Austin Peek 

FWC SEFL Intern: Laura Cassetty 

FWC SEFL Volunteer: Angela Field 

FWC FWRI Fisheries: Seth Klepal, Peter Wilson 

FWC Habitat Species Conservation: Tyler Beck 

Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute: Steve Burton, Wendy Marks 

Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute Volunteer: Anna Brady 

 
Edited by:  

NJG 
BDB 

AJG 

 
(Rev: 06/11/2019) 
 

PHOTOS 

 





 Rescue Report RSE1914 
 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 22 November 2019 Date of Initial Call: 22 November 2019 Filed by: B. Faucett 

Rescue ID: RSE1914 Facility ID: MSTm1911 Other ID: Jumbo 

FWC Case Number: 13511, 13521 FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Female Length: 320 cm   Estimated: No Weight: NT kg Estimated: No 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R:  L:  

State: FL County: Palm Beach City: Jupiter Waterway: Jupiter Sound 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 26.958019° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.077964° W 

Locality Description: approximately 215 m NE of 3175 Cove Road 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Boat Based: Net Set                   

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Calf by itself  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

 

Watercraft 

Check all that apply:  

 Penetrating Cuts  Impact  Other 

Describe:  Two fresh, parallel, superficial linear wounds on left side. The manatee was left side  

high and grounded in shallow water with a calf (RSE1913).  

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 
2019-11-22_FWC044_1992-2013, 2025, 2027-2038, 2050-2092; 

2019-11-22_PUBLIC_FWC_SEFL_02 
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HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

22 November 2019 At 0937 hrs, FWC biologist-Blake Faucett (BMF) received a text alert from 

FWC SO-A Dispatch Palm Beach regarding a lethargic manatee with a 

dependent calf in Jupiter Harbour Marina, Jupiter, Palm Beach County. FWC 

case number 13511 was assigned. The complainant, Mel Schumaker (561-306-

4081), reported the manatee had been floating in the same location for about 40 

minutes. Photo verification was received at 0947 hrs, and showed a thin, 

grounded adult. At 0955 hrs, FWC biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) and BMF 

arrived at the location but were advised the manatee had swam to deeper water. 

At 1203 hrs, ARH received a text alert from Dispatch regarding a distressed 

mom and calf pair beached by the Jupiter lighthouse. FWC case number 13521 

was assigned. The complainant, Nick Bowden (561-719-1800), advised the 

adult was not moving. ARH and BMF arrived at the manatees by 1218 hrs, and 

confirmed the adult was listing, thin, and had fresh watercraft wounds. A rescue 

team was organized with a planned meeting time of 1400 hrs. ARH requested 

FWC-LE assistance to stay with the manatees until the rescue boat could arrive. 

FWC-Officer Adam Boyd arrived by boat at the manatees at 1315 hrs. FWC 

staff arrived at the manatees by 1445 hrs. Both manatees were grounded 10ft 

from shore, so a net was slowly deployed off the boat around the manatees. The 

manatees were brought onto the rescue boat by 1500 hrs and were loaded into 

the transport truck by 1545 hrs. The manatees were transported to Miami 

Seaquarium, arriving by 1840 hrs. 

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Blake Faucett, Austin Peek 

FWC SEFL Intern: Laura Cassetty 

FWC SEFL Volunteer: Angela Field 

FWC FWRI Fisheries: Seth Klepal, Peter Wilson 

FWC Habitat Species Conservation: Tyler Beck 

Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute: Steve Burton, Wendy Marks 

Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute Volunteer: Anna Brady 

 
Edited by:  
 NJG 

  BDB 
AJG 

 
 (Rev: 06/11/2019)  
 

Photos 

 





 Rescue Report RSE1915 
 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 29 November 2019 Date of Initial Call: 29 November 2019 Filed by: A. Howell 

Rescue ID: RSE1915 Facility ID: MSTm1801 Other ID: RSE1808, “Frappuccino” 

FWC Case Number: 13803 FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Male Length: 313 cm   Estimated: No Weight: 675 kg Estimated: No 

PIT Tag Present: Yes PIT Tag Applied: No R: 00-0788-5B1E L: 00-072A-CAA1 

State: FL County: Palm Beach City: Riviera Beach Waterway: Lake Worth Lagoon 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 26.766621° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.052387° W 

Locality Description: approximately 115 m E of the building at 119 E Port Road 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Boat Based: Net Set                   

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Calf by itself  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

 

Watercraft 

Check all that apply:  

 Penetrating Cuts  Impact  Other 

Describe: Manatee was listing right side and caudal high with breaths every minute, with a 

healing watercraft series which consisted of thirteen superficial propeller cuts perpendicular to 

one superficial linear skeg wound from left cranial aspect to right caudal aspect. Manatee was 

unable to dive when approached by vessel and forcefully popped up when attempted to dive. 

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 
2019-11-29_FWC044_2350 through 2364; 2019-11-

29_PUBLIC_01 through 35 

 



 Rescue Report RSE1915 
 

Page 2 

HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

29 November 2019 At 1200 hrs, FWC on-call biologist-Bill Greer (WDG) received a text alert 

from FWC SO-A Dispatch-Palm Beach regarding an injured manatee in slip 

#16 at the Port of Palm Beach, Palm Beach County. FWC case number 13803 

was assigned. The complainant, Clay (407-488-0738), sent video which showed 

a listing manatee with much of the right side and lower back out of the water.  

WDG requested FWC LE assistance and passed the information on to FWC 

biologist-Blake Faucett (BMF). FWC-Officer James Brodbeck arrived at the 

manatee at 1313 hrs and verified the manatee could not submerge and needed 

rescue. BMF passed information on to FWC biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) 

who organized a rescue team. Due to the holiday, staff with the West Palm 

Beach Police Department’s Tactical team agreed to respond. A plan was set to 

meet at a nearby boat ramp at 1500 hrs. The rescue team arrived at the manatee 

at 1540 hrs, and had the manatee captured and loaded on the boat by 1548 hrs. 

The manatee was moved into the transport truck by 1620 hrs and was 

transported to Miami Seaquarium, arriving by 1835 hrs. 

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Blake Faucett 

FWC SEFL Volunteers: Pascal Illy, Brenden Beard, Abby Schaffner 

West Palm Beach Police: Sergeant Tony Matias, Officers: Haven Sipple, Brian Vautin, Jonathan 

Chappell 

 
Edited by:  

NJG 

BDB 
AJG 

        
(Rev: 06/11/2019) 

 

Photos                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 





 Rescue Report RSE2003 
 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 17 January 2020 Date of Initial Call: 17 January 2020 Filed by: A. Howell 

Rescue ID: RSE2003 Facility ID: MSTm2003 Other ID:  

FWC Case Number: 0662 FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Female Length: 318 cm   Estimated: No Weight: 500 kg Estimated: Yes 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R: L:   

State: FL County:  Palm Beach City:  Lake Park Waterway: Lake Worth Lagoon  

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 26.79641° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.05199° W 

Locality Description: 165 m ENE of 10 Evergreen Drive 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Boat Based: Stretcher                

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Orphan  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

 

Cold Stress, Red Tide, Tidally Stranded, Calf by itself or Other 

Describe: The manatee was beached with no reaction when approached and had severe cold 

stress. (Chronic watercraft wounds noted on caudal left lateral aspect.) 

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 
2020-01-17_FWC044_3247 through 0373, 2020-01-

17_PUBLIC_01 through 11 

 

 

 

 

 



 Rescue Report RSE2003 
 

Page 2 

HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

17 January 2020 At 0754 hrs, FWC biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) received a text alert from 

FWC SO-A Dispatch-Palm Beach regarding a beached manatee in Lake Park, 

Palm Beach County. FWC case number 0662 was assigned. At 0825 hrs, ARH 

reached the complainant, Susan (561-889-2747), who stated she saw a manatee 

in shallow water from her 8th floor balcony and her husband thought it was dead 

because it didn’t move. She could not confirm if it was back up, belly up, or 

breathing. No photos were available. ARH requested FWC-LE to assist with 

verification and was advised by Dispatch an officer was already en route. FWC-

Officer Paul Godward arrived on site at 0850 hrs and confirmed the manatee 

was alive and advised it kept kicking its tail to move into shallow water. Officer 

Godward could not determine if there were wounds or if it needed rescued, so 

ARH requested that FWC Volunteer-Brenden Beard respond to assess the 

manatee. At 0915 hrs, Brenden arrived and confirmed the manatee was 

unresponsive, had chronic boat wounds, and showed signs of severe cold stress. 

Brenden advised the breaths did not seem good and that the head had to be 

supported. A rescue team was assembled and arrived at the manatee by 1025 

hrs. The manatee was placed into a stretcher and loaded into the rescue boat by 

1035 hrs. The manatee was loaded into the transport truck by 1050 hrs and 

taken to Miami Seaquarium, arriving by 1230 hrs.  

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Blake Faucett 

FWC FWRI Tequesta: Tyler Beck, Sarah Webb, Seth Klepal, Peter Wilson 

FWC Volunteer: Brenden Beard 

FWC LE: Paul Godward 

 
Edited by:  

NJG 

BDB 
DJS 

AJG 

 

 
(Rev: 03/18/2019) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Rescue Report RSE2003 
 

Page 3 

PHOTOS 
 

 



 Rescue Report RSE2004 
 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 26 January 2020 Date of Initial Call: 26 January 2020   Filed by: A. Howell 

Rescue ID: RSE2004 Facility ID:  MSTm2005 Other ID: Lace 

FWC Case Number: 0959 FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Female Length: 166 cm   Estimated: No Weight: 45 kg Estimated: Yes 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R: L:   

State: FL County: Martin City: Hobe Sound Waterway: Peck Lake 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 27.11124° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.14691° W 

Locality Description:   30 m NE of 7735 SE Loblolly Bay Drive 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Boat Based: Hoop Net                   

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Orphan  Other: (Specify): Dependent calf of rescued mother 

 

Cold Stress, Red Tide, Tidally Stranded, Orphan or Other 

Describe: Dependent calf of RSE2005 (MSTM2004). 

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 2020-01-26_FWC044_3953 through 3985, 3991 through 3996 

 

HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

26 January 2020 At 1203 hrs, FWC biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) received a text alert from 

FWC SO-A Dispatch-Palm Beach regarding an injured manatee with a calf in 

Loblolly Marina, Hobe Sound, Martin County. FWC case number 0959 was 

assigned. The complainant, Eric (772-486-1084), stated the manatee looked 

high in the water and was unable to submerge. At 1213 hrs, ARH arrived at the 
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manatee and confirmed the adult needed rescue. A rescue team was assembled 

and arrived at the location by 1412 hrs. The calf was hoop netted by 1417 hrs 

and offloaded onto the dock so the rescue team could catch the adult. Both 

manatees were on the boat by 1435 hrs and taken to Miami Seaquarium, 

arriving by 1730 hrs. 

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Blake Faucett 

FWC SEFL Intern: Ian Anderson 

FWC FWRI Fisheries: Seth Klepal 

FWC SEFL Volunteers: Pascal Illy, Brenden Beard, Abbey Beard, Daniel Tomasello 

Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute: Wendy Marks 

 
Edited by:  

NJG 

BDB 
DJS 

AJG 
 

 
(Rev: 03/18/2019) 
 

PHOTOS 
 



 Rescue Report RSE2005 
 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 26 January 2020 Date of Initial Call: 26 January 2020 Filed by: A. Howell 

Rescue ID: RSE2005 Facility ID: MSTm2004 Other ID: BC337, “Ribbon” 

FWC Case Number: 0959 FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Female Length: 352 cm   Estimated: No Weight: kg 
Estimated: Choose an 

item. 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R: L:   

State: FL County: Martin City: Hobe Sound Waterway: Peck Lake 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 27.11127° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.14675° W 

Locality Description:   50 m NE of 7735 SE Loblolly Bay Drive 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Boat Based: Net Set                   

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Orphan  Other: (Specify): Undetermined; other  

 

Cold Stress, Red Tide, Tidally Stranded, Orphan or Other 

Describe: Manatee was listing 90 degrees right side high, unable to submerge and excessively 

buoyant. No external signs of trauma noted. 

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 
2020-01-26_FWC044_3953 through 3976, 3986 through 3990, 

3997 through 4008; 2020-01-26_PUBLIC_SEFL_01 

 

HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

26 January 2020 At 1203 hrs, FWC biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) received a text alert from 

FWC SO-A Dispatch-Palm Beach regarding an injured manatee with a calf in 

Loblolly Marina, Hobe Sound, Martin County. FWC case number 0959 was 
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assigned. The complainant, Eric (772-486-1084), stated the manatee looked 

high in the water and was unable to submerge. At 1213 hrs, ARH arrived at the 

manatee and confirmed the adult needed rescue. A rescue team was assembled 

and arrived at the location by 1412 hrs. The calf was hoop netted by 1417 hrs 

and offloaded onto the dock so the rescue team could catch the adult. Both 

manatees were on the boat by 1435 hrs and taken to Miami Seaquarium, 

arriving by 1730 hrs. 

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Blake Faucett 

FWC SEFL Intern: Ian Anderson 

FWC FWRI Fisheries: Seth Klepal 

FWC SEFL Volunteers: Pascal Illy, Brenden Beard, Abbey Beard, Daniel Tomasello 

Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute: Wendy Marks 

 
Edited by:  

NJG 
BDB 

DJS 

AJG 
 

 
(Rev: 03/18/2019) 

 

Photos 
 



 Rescue Report RSE2007 
 

 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 08 February 2020 Date of Initial Call: 08 February 2020 Filed by: A. Howell 

Rescue ID: RSE2007 Facility ID: MSTm1402 Other ID: MudPie, RSE1406, REC1710 

FWC Case Number: 1402 FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Female Length: 252 cm   Estimated: No Weight: N/T kg Estimated: Choose an item. 

PIT Tag Present: Yes PIT Tag Applied: No R:00-072A-8EE7 L:  00-072A-B976 

State: FL County:  St. Lucie City: Port St. Lucie Waterway: Indian River 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 27.28506° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.24612° W 

Locality Description: 100 m ENE of 12521 S. Indian River Drive 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Land Based: Stretcher 

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Orphan  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

 

Watercraft 

Check all that apply:  

 Penetrating Cuts  Impact  Other 

Describe: chronic: large deep scars on right lateral aspect, manatee was emaciated and grounded 

in shallow water  

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 

2020-02-08_FWC044_4357 through 4367, 2020-02-

08_PUBLIC_SEFL_06, 07, 10 through 12; 2020-02-

08_PUBLIC_SEFL_ARH_01 through 03 
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HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

08 February 2020 At 1443 hrs, FWC biologist-Blake Faucett (BMF) received a text alert from 

FWC SO-A Dispatch-Palm Beach regarding a stranded manatee in shallow 

water in Jensen Beach, St. Lucie County. FWC case number 1402 was 

assigned. The complainant, Cynthia (561-329-8882), stated the manatee had 

two white marks on the body and was grounded 30 yards off the beach. Photo 

confirmation was received at 1455 hrs and relayed to FWC biologist-Amber 

Howell (ARH) at 1457 hrs. ARH arrived at the manatee at 1530 hrs and 

confirmed it was a known animal nicknamed Mud Pie. ARH deemed a rescue 

was necessary. The rescue team arrived at 1640 hrs, walked out to the manatee 

and placed her into a stretcher by 1653 hrs. Due to the stranding location, the 

manatee was floated 200 meters to access the transport truck. Once on land, St. 

Lucie Sheriff’s Department, Martin County Sheriff’s Department, and St. Lucie 

Fire and Rescue assisted staff in carrying the manatee up a hill and into the 

transport truck by 1725 hrs. The manatee was taken to Miami Seaquarium, 

arriving by 1940 hrs.  

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Blake Faucett, Austin Peek 

Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute: Wendy Marks 

St. Lucie Sherriff’s Department 

Martine County Sherriff’s Department 

St. Lucie Fire and Rescue 

 
Edited by:  

NJG 

BDB 

DJS 
AJG 

 

 
(Rev: 03/18/2019) 
 

PHOTOS 
 



 Rescue Report RSE2008 
 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 13 February 2020 Date of Initial Call: 11 February 2020 Filed by: B. Faucett 

Rescue ID: RSE2008 Facility ID: MSTm2006 Other ID: Barracuda 

FWC Case Number: 1574 FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Female Length: 258 cm   Estimated: No Weight: N/T kg Estimated: Choose an item. 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R:  L:  

State: FL County: Palm Beach City: Boynton Beach Waterway: Lake Worth Lagoon 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 26.54571° N   Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.05309° W  

Locality Description: approximately 130 m SSE of 728 NE 20th Lane 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Land Based: Net Set 

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Calf by itself  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

 

Watercraft 

Check all that apply:  

 Penetrating Cuts  Impact  Other 

Describe:  Manatee had a healing watercraft series extending from the dorsal aspect to the left 

lateral aspect which consisted of one large, linear penetrating wound and three slightly 

penetrating parallel propeller cuts perpendicular to the large wound.  

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 
2020-02-13_FWC044_4374 through 4400; 2020-02-

13_PUBLIC_SEFL_01 through 07 
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HISTORY 
Date  Narrative 

11 February 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 February  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 February  

At 1102 hrs, FWC biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) received a text from 

Boynton Beach PD-Officer Darin Hederian regarding an injured manatee near 

the Boynton Beach boat ramp. No FWC case number was assigned. Officer 

Hederian described a manatee with a deep watercraft wound, breathing every 

30 seconds, and only submerging for a few seconds. Photo verification was 

received, but ARH could not tell how deep or chronic the wound was. ARH 

planned to assess further, but Officer Hederian stated the manatee was no 

longer there. At 1554 hrs, Officer Hederian contacted ARH to inform her the 

manatee had returned and provided additional photos and video. ARH 

requested Boynton Beach PD check if the manatee was still present the next 

morning.  

 

At 0745 hrs, ARH received a text from Officer Hederian who stated the 

manatee was back in the same location, but due to a broken lift gate on the 

rescue truck, and a backup plan to use Miami Seaquarium’s transport truck also 

failing due to mechanical issues, ARH had to request a rental truck from 

Enterprise. At 1000 hrs, FWC biologist-Blake Faucett (BMF) arrived at the 

manatee’s location, but the manatee swam into the channel of the main 

waterway. ARH arrived at 1110 hrs, and at 1122 hrs the manatee was relocated 

in a different location that was not suitable for a rescue.  While attempting to 

coax the manatee to a more suitable location, the manatee dove and was not 

relocated, so rescue was postponed. At 1615 hrs, BMF received a text from 

FWC SO-A Dispatch-Palm Beach regarding the same injured manatee. The 

complainant, Miranda (561-718-5964), stated the manatee was back at the 

Boynton Beach boat ramp. FWC case number 1574 was assigned. Photo 

verification was received at 1620 hrs. At 1714 hrs, BMF received an additional 

report from Dispatch regarding the same manatee. The complainant, Rachel 

(954-531-2013), also reported the manatee was near the Boynton Beach boat 

ramp. ARH requested FWC biologist-Austin Peek (AP) to check if the manatee 

was still there in the morning.  

 

At 0810 hrs ARH received a text from Boynton Beach Police-Officer Vinny 

Melo, who stated the manatee was still near the boat ramp. AP arrived at the 

boat ramp at 0830 hrs to monitor the manatee and wait for the rest of the rescue 

crew. BMF and FWC intern-Ian Anderson arrived at the manatee’s location by 

0920 hrs, where a few Boynton Beach PD Officers and FWC volunteers were 

standing by to assist with rescue. A net was deployed from land to keep the 

manatee from leaving. ARH arrived at 0940 hrs and after consulting with FWC 

Capture Coordinator-Andy Garrett (AJG), a second net was deployed to work 

the animal away from floating docks and towards shallow water.  The manatee 

was encompassed in the net by 1530 hrs, loaded into a rental truck by 1545 hrs, 

and transported to Miami Seaquarium, arriving by 1730 hrs.  
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PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Blake Faucett, Austin Peek 

FWC SEFL Intern: Ian Anderson 

FWC SEFL Volunteers: Brenden Beard, Abbey Beard 

Boynton Beach Police Department: Darin Hederian, Matt Mederois, Vinny Melo, Jason 

Viscome, Hap Crowell 

Boynton Beach Dive Shop: Rachel Taub, Nate Sorensen  

Palm Beach County Environmental Resources Management: Mike Evans 

 

 
Edited by:  

NJG 
BDB 

DJS 

AJG 

 

 
(Rev: 06/11/2019) 

 

PHOTOS 
 

 
 



 Rescue Report RSE2009 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 16 February 2020 Date of Initial Call: 16 February 2020 Filed by: A. Howell 

Rescue ID: RSE2009 Facility ID: MSTm2007 Other ID:  

FWC Case Number: 1682 FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Female Length: 183 cm   Estimated: No Weight: N/T kg Estimated: Choose an item. 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R:  L:  

State: FL County: St. Lucie City: Fort Pierce Waterway: Indian River 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 27.53376° N  Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.31767° W 

Locality Description: 120 m N of 800 Osprey Court 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Land Based: Hoop Net 

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following: N 

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Calf by itself  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

 

Cold Stress, Red Tide, Tidally Stranded, Calf by itself or Other 

Describe: Calf was alone, in same spot for two days, breathing every 45 seconds, and had cold 

stress lesions on all aspects with abscesses in the nostrils and along the ventral folds. 

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 
2020-02-16_FWC044_4401 through 4415; 2020-02-

16_SEFL_ARH_01 through 12; 2020-02-17_PUBLIC_SEFL_01 

 

HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

16 February 2020 At 0813 hrs, FWC biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) received a text alert from 

FWC SO-A Dispatch-Palm Beach regarding a calf by itself in Fort Pierce, St. 

Lucie County. FWC case number 1682 was assigned. The complainant, Steve 
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(407-948-6315), described a small calf by itself for two days nudging a seawall 

and breathing every 45 seconds. Steve stated that he was concerned the day 

before but didn’t know if he should call, but today noted the manatee was 

unresponsive to stimulus. At 0822 hrs, ARH received a photo confirmation that 

showed cold stress lesions. ARH requested FWC Volunteer-Laura Aleixo 

respond to verify the size and stay with the manatee until a rescue team could 

arrive. Laura arrived at the location at 0850 hrs and verified the manatee was 

closer to six feet in length. The rescue team arrived at 1007 hrs and the calf was 

hoop netted off a dock and placed into the ECFL transport truck by 1022 hrs. 

The manatee was transported to Miami Seaquarium, arriving by 1318 hrs.  

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Blake Faucett 

FWC ECFL: Sara Wappes 

FWC ECFL Intern: Kelly Etherton 

FWC Volunteer: Laura Aleixo 

 
Edited by:  

NJG 
BDB 

DJS 

AJG 

 
(Rev: 06/11/2019) 
 

PHOTOS 

 



 Rescue Report RSE2020 
 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 10 June 2020 Date of Initial Call: 06 June 2020 Filed by: A. Howell 

Rescue ID: RSE2020  Facility ID: MSTm2015 Other ID:  

FWC Case Number: 7115, 7355 FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Male Length: 269 cm   Estimated: No Weight:  N/T kg Estimated: No 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R:  L:  

State: FL County: St. Lucie City: Port St. Lucie Waterway: C-24 Canal 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 27.26028° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.33121° W 

Locality Description: approximately 60 m E of 2521 SE North Lookout Boulevard 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Boat Based: Net Set 

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Calf by itself  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

 

Watercraft 

Check all that apply:  

 Penetrating Cuts  Impact  Other 

Describe:  One superficial healing wound on the caudal right dorsum, and one superficial scrape 

on the mid left dorsum. The manatee was distended on the right side, emaciated, right side high, 

and grounded in shallow water with breaths every 15-30s.  

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 
2020-06-10_FWC044_0348 through 0365; 2020-06-

06_PUBLIC_SEFL_01; 2020-06-10_ARH_01 through 12 
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HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

06 June 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

09 June  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 June  

At 1610 hrs, FWC biologist-Blake Faucett (BMF) received a text alert from 

FWC SO Dispatch-Palm Beach regarding a manatee attempting to beach itself 

in Kitching Cove, Port St. Lucie, St. Lucie County. FWC case number 7115 

was assigned. The complainant, Melissa Jensen (561-644-7889), stated a 

buoyant manatee with watercraft wounds had beached itself in shallow water, 

and moved to rest under mangroves when she approached it by boat. Video 

verification was sent at 1622 hrs but it was hard to confirm if the animal was 

injured. FWC-Officer Jon Arnold texted FWC biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) 

and stated he was going to look since the complainant was no longer in the 

area. At 1930 hrs, Officer Arnold advised he could not find the manatee. 

 

At 2040 hrs, FWC on call biologist-Anna Panike (ALP) received a text alert 

from Dispatch regarding a manatee with a watercraft wound on its back floating 

in Port St Lucie. FWC case number 7355 was assigned. The complainant, 

Dianne Sullivan (561-345-5463), stated she was concerned that the manatee 

wasn’t moving much. When a jet ski approached, it swam away and she could 

no longer see it. No photos were available. The information was passed to the 

FWC Tequesta field station, and ARH stated she and BMF would look for the 

manatee via kayak the following morning 

 

BMF and ARH launched kayaks at 1000 hrs, located the manatee in shallow 

water at 1015 hours, and verified it needed rescued. BMF stayed with the 

manatee while ARH drove back to the Tequesta field station to get the capture 

boat and assemble a rescue team, which included FWC’s ECFL, Harbor Branch 

Oceanographic Institute, and FWC LE. At 1305 hrs, the rescue team arrived at 

the manatee, captured the manatee by 1335 hours, and loaded it in the rescue 

truck by 1415 hrs. The manatee was transported to Miami Seaquarium, arriving 

at 1615 hrs. At 1820 hrs, ARH received a text from Miami Seaquarium-Maya 

Rodriguez that the manatee had passed away.   

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Blake Faucett 

FWC SEFL Intern: Ian Anderson  

FWC ECFL: Sara Wappes  

Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute Staff: Wendy Marks, Brittany Baldrica, Madison Hahn 

FWC Officers: Melissa Miano and Randy Irwin 

 
Edited by:  

NJG 

BDB 
AJG 

 
(Rev: 06/11/2019) 
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PHOTOS 
 

 
 

 

  

 



 Rescue Report RSE2022 
 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 14 September 2020 Date of Initial Call: 06 September 2020 Filed by: A. Howell 

Rescue ID: RSE2022 Facility ID: SWFTm2032b Other ID: MI146 

FWC Case Number: 14563,14897, 14898, 14910, 14985, 

15140 
FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Male Length: 300 cm   Estimated: No Weight:450 kg Estimated: No 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R:  L:  

State: FL County: St Lucie City: Ft Pierce Waterway: Indian River 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 27.53374° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.34843° W 

Locality Description: 250m NE of the boat ramp at Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute: 5600 US-1 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Boat Based: Net Set 

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Calf by itself  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

 

Watercraft 

Check all that apply:  

 Penetrating Cuts  Impact  Other 

Describe: Superficial watercraft wound series consisting of one linear wound extending from 

mid dorsum to mid right dorsum and three perpendicular propeller wounds. The tail also had a 

watercraft wound series consisting of one superficial, linear, healing wound with three 

perpendicular, slightly penetrating, healing propeller wounds near the 6 o’clock aspect. The 

manatee was observed listing left side high, excessively buoyant, and presented with elevated 

respiration rates.  

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   
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Photographs file name 

2020-09-06_PUBLIC_SEFL_08 through 10; 2020-09-

10_PUBLIC_SEFL_01 through 05; 2020-09-

11_PUBLIC_SEFL_02, 03; 2020-09-14_PUBLIC_SEFL_04; 

2020-09-14_FWC044_0710 through 0723 

 

 

HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

06 September 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 September 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 September 

 

 

 

 

At 1308 hrs, FWC biologist-Austin Peek (AP) received a text alert from FWC 

SO Dispatch-Palm Beach regarding an injured manatee in Blue Hole Creek, Ft 

Pierce, St Lucie County. FWC case number 14563 was assigned. The 

complainant, Pat (561-329-5226), reported the manatee had a large gash on its 

back and was bobbing at the surface. Video verification was received at 1325 

hrs. From videos, the manatee had a fresh, superficial, linear wound across the 

back, but was level in the water and able to fully submerge but presented with 

an elevated respiration rate. AP requested FWC Volunteer-Laure Aleixo 

respond. Laurie arrived at 1445 hrs and reported the manatee was slightly 

listing when at rest but did observe it submerging and swimming normally. The 

decision was made to monitor the animal. 

 

At 1640 hrs, FWC biologist-Blake Faucett (BMF) received a text alert from 

Dispatch regarding the same manatee in Wildcat Cove, Ft Pierce. FWC case 

number 14897 was assigned. The complainant, Megan (321-689-7825), 

reported the manatee was unable to submerge. Video confirmation was received 

at 1644 hrs, which showed a buoyant manatee but was too far away to confirm 

details. The caller offered to take her paddleboard out to take better photos. 

BMF received a 2nd call from Dispatch regarding the same manatee. FWC case 

number 14898 was assigned. The complainant, FWC volunteer-Penny 

Tranchilla (321-438-8733), stated the manatee had not submerged for over 45 

minutes, but was too far away to get photos or videos. BMF received further 

photos and videos from Megan at 1718 hrs, which confirmed it was the same 

animal reported on 06 September, and that the animal was buoyant and listing 

at a 90-degree angle. FWC-Officer Melissa Miano responded by boat at 1750 

hrs and confirmed the 9ft manatee was listing and breathing rapidly. Due to 

time of day, a rescue was postponed. At 1918 hrs, FWC afterhours biologist- 

Nadia Gordon (NJG) received a text alert from Dispatch regarding the same 

manatee. FWC case number 14910 was assigned. The complainant, Jeff Wilcox 

(561-714-8369), reported a manatee swimming on its side, unable to submerge, 

with a large gash on its back. No photos were available, and the caller stated 

they last saw it swimming towards Little Jim Bridge. 

 

At 1820 hrs, FWC afterhours biologist- Brandon Bassett (BLB) received a text 

alert from Dispatch regarding the same manatee. FWC case number 14985 was 

assigned. The complainant, Mike Smith (828-734-5974), reported seeing a 

listing, buoyant manatee near spoil island 14 in Ft Pierce, but had lost sight of 

the animal. No photos or videos were available.  At 1848 hrs, BLB received a 
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14 September 

text that the caller had relocated the manatee. Video confirmation was received 

at 1854 hrs. Due to time of day a rescue was postponed.  

 

At 1302 hrs, FWC biologist- Amber Howell (ARH) received a text alert from 

Dispatch regarding an injured manatee near DJ Wilcox Nature Preserve in Ft 

Pierce. FWC case number 15140 was assigned. ARH left a voicemail with the 

complainant, Lina (561-398-0463). At 1315 hrs, ARH tried Lina again with no 

answer, and put in a request for FWC LE to assist since this was likely the 

pending rescue. Lina called ARH back at 1320 hrs and was able to provide an 

updated location and video confirming it was the previously reported manatee. 

ARH organized a rescue team. At 1410 hrs, FWC- Officers Elisha Cernuto and 

Ronald Stoker arrived by boat and searched the last known location and could 

not locate the manatee. They agreed to keep searching while FWC-Officer 

James Payne went to DJ Wilcox Nature Preserve by land to look. At 1422 hrs, 

Officer Cernuto called ARH to update that she had located the manatee heading 

north along the west shoreline of the preserve. The rescue boat was launched 

from Harbor Branch at 1530 hrs and arrived at the manatee at 1600 hrs. The 

manatee was captured on the first set and pulled onto the rescue boat by 1630 

hrs. The manatee was loaded into the transport truck by 1705 hrs, and ECFL 

staff transported the manatee to SeaWorld Orlando, arriving at 1905 hrs.   

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Blake Faucett, Austin Peek 

FWC ECFL: Bill Greer, Sara Wappes 

FWC LE: James Payne, Elisha Cernuto, Ronald Stoker 

Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute: Steve Burton, Wendy Marks, Brooke Davis, Madison 

Hahn 

 
Edited by:  

NJG 
BDB 

AJG 

 
(Rev: 06/11/2019) 
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 Rescue Report RSE2023 
 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 16 September 2020 Date of Initial Call: 15 September 2020 Filed by: A. Howell 

Rescue ID: RSE2023 Facility ID: SWFTm2033b Other ID: REC1221, “Braille”, SWFTm1218b 

FWC Case Number: 15235 FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Female Length: 273 cm   Estimated: No Weight: 290 kg Estimated: No 

PIT Tag Present: Yes PIT Tag Applied: No R: 00-074F-DFE0 L: 00-074F-D685 

State: FL County: Martin City: Palm City Waterway: St. Lucie River (S. Fork) 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 27.18187 ° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.27128° W 

Locality Description: approximately 35 m ENE of 1873 SW Mockingbird Lane  

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Boat Based: Net Set 

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Calf by itself  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

 

Watercraft 

Check all that apply:  

 Penetrating Cuts  Impact  Other 

Describe:  Healing, superficial wound series consisting of one linear wound extending from the 

mid left lateral aspect to mid dorsum with three perpendicular propeller wounds. The linear 

wound was associated with a large hump. The manatee was floating with the lump out of the 

water and would rock right side high when taking a breath. The left side of the body did not 

distend when the manatee took a breath. The manatee was emaciated.  

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 2020-09-16_FWC049_2276 through 2290 
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HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

15 September 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 September  

At 1905 hrs, FWC afterhours biologist-Brandon Bassett (BLB) received a text 

alert from FWC SO Dispatch-Palm Beach regarding an injured manatee in St. 

Lucie River, Palm City, Martin County. FWC case number 15235 was 

assigned. The complainant, Kerry (772-260-0482), reported a manatee that had 

been floating behind their house since 1500 hrs, and the manatee was having a 

hard time submerging. Video verification was received at 1925 hrs, which 

confirmed the manatee was emaciated and had a chronic watercraft wound. 

BLB passed the information to the SEFL, but due to time of day, a rescue was 

postponed. 

 

At 0655 hrs, FWC biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) arrived at the Meridian 

Marina, near the reported address, to search for the manatee. ARH called Kerry 

at 0705 hrs, who stated the manatee was still behind her home. ARH arrived at 

the manatee’s location at 0710 hrs.  ARH contacted ECFL, FWRI Fisheries, 

and Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute staff to request rescue and transport 

assistance. The rescue team was with the manatee by 1050 hrs, and the manatee 

was captured in an open water set by 1112 hrs. The manatee was loaded into 

the ECFL transport truck by 1145 hrs and transported to SeaWorld Orlando, 

arriving by 1350 hrs.  

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Blake Faucett 

FWC ECFL: Bill Greer, Sara Wappes, Carley Metcalf 

FWC FWRI Fisheries: Sarah Webb 

Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute: Wendy Marks, Brooke Davis, Megan Hoffman, Lydia 

Moreland 

 
Edited by:  

        NJG  
BDB 

AJG 

 
(Rev: 06/11/2019) 
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 Rescue Report RSE2025 
 

 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 02 December 2020 Date of Initial Call: 02 December 2020 Filed by: B. Faucett 

Rescue ID: RSE2025 Facility ID:  Other ID: MSE20100 

FWC Case Number: N/A FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Female Length: 315 cm   Estimated: No Weight: N/T kg Estimated: No 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R:  L:  

State: FL County: St. Lucie City: Ft. Pierce Waterway: Ten Mile Creek 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 27.40291° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.39885° W 

Locality Description: Directly west of the Gordy Road Structure 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Land Based: Opened Structure                  

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Calf by itself  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

 

Entrapment-Human Related 

Describe: The manatee cow/calf pair were trapped west of the Gordy Road Structure. 

 

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 2020-12-02_FWC044_0979 through 1002 

 

HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

02 December 2020            At 1115 hrs, FWC biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) received a direct call from 

North St. Lucie Water Control District-Bill Price (772-201-4781), regarding a 

manatee trapped behind the Gordy Road Structure in Ten Mile Creek, Ft. 

Pierce, St. Lucie County. No FWC case number was assigned. Bill stated there 
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was a large manatee resting its head on the top of the weir and appeared to be 

looking to go over. ARH arrived at the manatee’s location by 1210 hrs, and by 

1215 hrs had verified there was a mom and calf pair trapped on the west of the 

structure. In an effort to free the manatees, it was decided to open the structure 

gate, and the manatees were past the gate by 1220 hrs. Immediately after 

opening the gate, ARH saw the adult thrash her tail downstream of the 

structure. After 20 minutes of observation, it was presumed the manatees were 

past the turnpike overpass, so ARH moved further downstream to see them 

swim by. While searching at a nearby nature preserve, ARH noted shallow 

water and downed trees, so she contacted FWC biologist-Blake Faucett (BMF) 

to request a kayak to search the area. At 1420 hrs, ARH met FWC intern-Jordan 

Wheatley at the structure with a kayak and immediately discovered RSE2025 

floating belly-up. ARH kayaked out to the manatee and confirmed the deceased 

manatee was the female from the structure based on the scar patterns. The calf 

was not located.   

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell 

FWC Intern: Jordan Wheatley 

North St. Lucie Water Control District: Bill Price 

 
Edited by:  

NJG 
BDB 

AJG 

 
(Rev: 06/11/2019) 
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 Rescue Report RSE2026 
 

 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 02 December 2020 Date of Initial Call: 02 December 2020 Filed by: B. Faucett 

Rescue ID: RSE2026 Facility ID:  Other ID: 

FWC Case Number: N/A FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Unknown Length: 170 cm   Estimated: Yes Weight: N/T kg Estimated: No 

PIT Tag Present: Unk PIT Tag Applied: No R:  L:  

State: FL County: St. Lucie City: Ft. Pierce Waterway: Ten Mile Creek 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 27.40291° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.39885° W 

Locality Description: Directly west of the Gordy Road Structure 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Land Based: Opened Structure                  

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Calf by itself  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

 

Entrapment-Human Related 

Describe: The manatee cow/calf pair were trapped west of the Gordy Road Structure. 

 

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 2020-12-02_FWC043_0974 through 0997 

 

HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

02 December 2020        

 

 

 

At 1115 hrs, FWC biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) received a direct call from 

North St. Lucie Water Control District-Bill Price (772-201-4781), regarding a 

manatee trapped behind the Gordy Road Structure in Ten Mile Creek, Ft. 

Pierce, St. Lucie County. No FWC case number was assigned. Bill stated there 
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03 December   

was a large manatee resting its head on the top of the weir and appeared to be 

looking to go over. ARH arrived at the manatee’s location by 1210 hrs, and by 

1215 hrs had verified there was a mom and calf pair trapped on the west of the 

structure. In an effort to free the manatees, it was decided to open the structure 

gate, and the manatees were past the gate by 1220 hrs. Immediately after 

opening the gate, ARH saw the adult thrash her tail downstream of the 

structure. After 20 minutes of observation, it was presumed the manatees were 

past the turnpike overpass, so ARH moved further downstream to see them 

swim by. While searching at a nearby nature preserve, ARH noted shallow 

water and downed trees, so she contacted FWC biologist-Blake Faucett (BMF) 

to request a kayak to search the area. At 1420 hrs, ARH met FWC intern-Jordan 

Wheatley at the structure with a kayak and immediately discovered RSE2025 

floating belly-up. ARH kayaked out to the manatee and confirmed the deceased 

manatee was the female from the structure based on the scar patterns. The calf 

was not located.   

 

ARH and BMF kayaked the area up to I-95 where the vegetation became too 

thick to pass by kayak (but over kayak paddle deep so a manatee could still get 

through) and did not find RSE2026. 

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell 

North St. Lucie Water Control District: Bill Price 

 
Edited by:  

NJG 

BDB 

AJG 

 
(Rev: 06/11/2019) 
PHOTOS 

            



 Rescue Report RSE2028 
 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 15 December 2020 Date of Initial Call: 02 December 2020 Filed by: A. Howell 

Rescue ID: RSE2028 Facility ID: N/A Other ID:  

FWC Case Number: N/A FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Male Length: 285 cm   Estimated: No Weight: N/T kg Estimated: No 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R:  L:  

State: FL County: St. Lucie City: Ft. Pierce Waterway: Ten Mile Creek 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 27.40113° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.41988° W 

Locality Description: 900 m SW of 8319 Cobblestone Drive 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Land Based: Net Set 

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Calf by itself  Other: (Specify): ________________________ 

 

Entrapment-Human Related 

Describe: The manatee is presumed to have swum through the Gordy Road structure during king 

tides and heavy rainfall the last week of October through the first week of November. With tides 

returning to normal and no following heavy rainfall, the downstream water level became 

significantly lower, and the manatee was trapped upstream behind the Gordy Road Structure. 

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 

2020-12-02_FWC044_1015 through 1028; 2020-12-

10_FWC043_3692, 3693; 2020-12-15_FWC044_1851 through 

1877 
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HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

02 December 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

03 December 

 

 

05 December 

 

 

 

10 December 

 

 

 

12 December 

 

 

14 December 

 

 

15 December 

After kayaking RSE2025/MSE20100 to a field necropsy location, FWC 

biologist-Amber Howell (ARH) observed another adult manatee on the 

upstream side of the Gordy Road structure. No FWC case number was 

assigned. Photographs were taken and ARH informed FWC rescue coordinator-

Andy Garrett. It was decided to recon the area for potential capture locations. 

 

No manatees were observed on the upstream side of the structure while 

necropsying MSE20100. 

 

FWC biologist- Blake Faucett (BMF) kayaked from the structure to the water 

control district pump station to assess capture locations. No manatees were 

observed.  

 

FWC Intern- Jordan Wheatley located two manatees on the upstream side of the 

structure. It was determined that one of the manatees was the same animal 

previously observed by ARH on 02 December. 

 

While responding to MSE20107, staff did not observe any manatees on the 

upstream side of the structure. 

 

While doing recon of the area for a rescue planned for the following day, ARH 

located the original manatee at the pump station upstream from the structure. 

 

The rescue team arrived at the capture location at 0900 hrs. The manatee was 

located at 0915 hrs swimming upstream of the pump station. A blocker net was 

deployed at 0930 hrs and the rescue boat and two jon boats were launched by 

0945 hrs. The two jon boats headed upstream, located the manatee, and were 

used to herd the manatee downstream and into a land based net set at 1020 hrs. 

The manatee was captured by 1035 hrs and loaded into the transport truck by 

1050 hrs.. A health assessment was completed by 1115 hrs, and the manatee 

was determined to be in good health The manatee was transported to the Fort 

Pierce Manatee Observation and Education Center by 1205 hrs, and was 

released by 1215 hrs.  

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Blake Faucett 

FWC MMPL: Andy Garrett, Anna Panike, Sean Tennant 

FWC ECFL: Bill Greer 

FWC SEFL Interns: Alexa Herrendorf, Jordan Wheatley 

FWC LE: Officer James Payne, Officer Elisha Cernuto 

Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute: Wendy Marks, Brittany Baldrica, Megan Hoffman, 

Madison Hahn, Brook Davis, Lydia Hixon 

St. Lucie Environmental Resource Division: Brion Pauley, Andrew Cunningham 
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 Rescue Report RSE2029 
 

GENERAL  

Date of Rescue: 16 December 2020 Date of Initial Call: 15 December 2020 Filed by: B. Faucett 

Rescue ID: RSE2029 Facility ID: MSTm2018 Other ID:  

FWC Case Number: 21371 FWC Region: SO-A 

Sex:  Female Length: 305 cm   Estimated: No Weight: NT kg Estimated: No 

PIT Tag Present: No PIT Tag Applied: No R:  L:  

State: FL County: Palm Beach City: West Palm Beach Waterway: Lake Worth Lagoon 

Latitude (Decimal Degrees): 26.76254° N Longitude (Decimal Degrees): -80.05050° W 

Locality Description: 120 m SSE of 6000 N Flagler Drive 

Method of Capture or Assistance:  Land Based: Net Set 

REASON FOR RESCUE 

Check one of the following:  

Watercraft  Entanglement  Entrapment (Human) 

 Cold Stress  Red Tide  Tidally Stranded 

 Calf by itself  Other: (Specify): Natural; Starvation UME 

 

Cold Stress, Red Tide, Tidally Stranded, Calf by itself or Other 

Describe: The thin manatee was observed listing almost 90 degrees right side high and resting in 

shallow water. No external wounds were observed. 

 

VISUAL RECORD  
 Photo - Digital Video 

Rescue Location   

Animal Before Rescue   

Actual Rescue   

Animal After Rescue   

Wounds   

Scars   

Gear Alone (if entangled)   

Photographs file name 2020-12-16_FWC044_1888 through 1913 

 

HISTORY 
Date Narrative 

15 December 2020 

 

 

 

At 1047 hrs, FWC intern-Alexa Herrendorf received a text alert from the 

Tequesta Field Station administrative secretary-Trish Randall regarding a direct 

report of an injured manatee in Lake Worth Lagoon, West Palm Beach, Palm 

Beach County. No FWC case number was assigned. The complainant, Nathan 
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16 December 

(561-460-1156), stated the manatee was floating with its right side out of the 

water and was unable to submerge. Photo and video verification were received 

at 1110 hrs. Due to an ongoing rescue in Ft. Pierce (RSE2028), the decision 

was made to respond the following morning. At 1133 hrs, Alexa received a text 

alert from FWC SO Dispatch-Palm Beach regarding the same injured manatee. 

FWC case number 21371 was assigned. The complainant, Jim (561-718-6355), 

stated the manatee was floating right side high. Video verification was received 

at 1500 hrs. At 1912 hrs, Jim sent video verifying the manatee had not moved 

from the previously reported location. FWC biologist- Amber Howell (ARH) 

contacted Manatee Lagoon staff for assistance in searching the area the next 

morning. 

 

At 0645 hrs, FWC biologist-ARH received a text from the Manatee Lagoon 

security guard stating that the injured manatee was still in the same location. 

FWC intern-Jordan Wheatley arrived at the manatee’s location at 0715 hrs, 

confirmed it was the previously reported manatee, and sent photo verification to 

ARH. A rescue team arrived at the boat ramp at 0850 hrs, and were at the 

manatee’s location by 0920 hrs. The manatee was captured in a modified boat 

based net set and brought onto the boat by 0930 hrs. The manatee was loaded 

into the transport truck by 1000 hrs, and transported to Miami Seaquarium, 

arriving by 1150 hrs. 

 

PARTICIPANTS  
FWC SEFL: Amber Howell, Blake Faucett 

FWC SEFL Interns: Jordan Wheatley, Alexa Herrendorf 

Riviera Beach Police: Officer Ralph Brau 

West Palm Beach Police: Officer Joanne Rumbelow, Sergeant Robert Heisser, Sergeant Deanna 

Rideau 

Palm Beach Sheriff’s Department: Deputy Mike O’Connor 

Palm Beach Environmental Resource Management: Teal Kawana, Thomas Steinhoff 
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