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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome everyone on behalf of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the managers and staff within our regional and field offices, including our Florida and Caribbean field offices. This presentation is a short summary of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s green sea turtle proposed critical habitat within the North Atlantic distinct population segment (or DPS) and the South Atlantic distinct population segment.



Green Sea Turtle Range
and Distinct Population Segments
(DPSs) Worldwide
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The colored band across the length of the world map on this slide delineates northern and southern limits of the green sea turtle’s range, clearly showing it as a circumglobal species. Most of its range is concentrated in tropical areas where sea grasses and seaweed are abundant. However, this species does extend into sub-tropical and temperate areas. The green sea turtle’s range is further subdivided into 11 segments, which are the 11 different distinct population segments, or DPSs, that were delineated in our final listing rule that published in the Federal Register on April 6, 2016. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s proposed critical habitat designation is focused on the 5 DPSs with nesting habitat in the United States, its territories, and its commonwealths (as well as basking habitat solely within the Hawaiian archipelago). These five areas are identified by 5 black stars on the map. NOAA’s proposed in-water critical habitat, which will be summarized after this presentation, is focused on those same DPSs with black stars, as well as the East Pacific DPS on the map with a white star. Today, this informational session and public hearing are focused specifically on the North Atlantic DPS and the South Atlantic DPS.


is critical habitat?

Critical habitat is habitat that

contains features or areas essential | — e ——

for the conservation and recovery

of species listed under the
Endangered Species Act. Itis a

regulatory requirement affecting

federal actions; it is not a park
preserve, or a closed area.

’

Why

do we designate
critical habitat?

Critical habitat is habitat
needed to support recovery of
listed species. When a species is
listed under the Endangered
Species Act, we must designate
critical habitat for that species.

How

do we designate
critical habitat?

We are required to designate
critical habitat based on the
best available science and after
considering economic, national
security, and other relevant

impacts, as well as public input.

Please see our website for more information on critical habitat:

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/endangered-species-conservation/critical-habitat

" Who

_is affected by
critical habitat?

Critical habitat designations
directly affect federal agencies.
They must ensure that any action
they permit, fund, or carry out is
not likely to destroy or adversely
modify critical habitat.

is critical habitat?

Critical habitat may be
designated anywhere in the
United States and its territories.

Where

S
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Critical habitat is defined by the Endangered Species Act as two different but associated parts:

First, critical habitat is specific areas within the geographical area occupied by the species at the time of listing that contain physical or biological features essential to the conservation of the species and that may require special management considerations or protection; and

Second, critical habitat can also be specific areas outside the geographical area occupied by the species if the agency determines that the area itself is essential for conservation of the species.

Critical habitat is only designated within U.S. jurisdictions. For the green sea turtle, we are only proposing critical habitat within U.S. jurisdictions in specific areas that are occupied by the species and that are essential to the conservation of the species and may require special management considerations or protection. The regulatory significance of critical habitat is that Federal agencies must consult on any actions they permit, fund, or carry out, that may affect critical habitat to ensure that such actions do not destroy or adversely modify it.

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/endangered-species-conservation/critical-habitat
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/endangered-species-conservation/critical-habitat

Features Essential to the
Conservation of Atlantic green turtle
DPSs In the terrestrial environment
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Dry sandy beaches
Unimpeded ocean access
Above mean high water
Suitable sand conditions
Sufficient darkness (nesters/hatchlings)

Natural coastal processes or artificially created habitat that
mimics natural conditions
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The physical or biological features essential to the conservation of green turtles in the Atlantic are focused on sand characteristics in terrestrial areas where nesting, incubation, hatching, hatchling emergence, and beach transit occur. Types of beach characteristics that green turtles need are extra-tidal or dry sandy beaches from the MHW line to inland areas of beach. These areas must include relatively unimpeded wet and dry sand nearshore or nearshore access areas from the ocean to the beach for nesting females and from the beach to the ocean for both post-nesting females and hatchlings. Some dryer sand areas are also necessary above the mean high water line to avoid being inundated frequently by high tides, typically extending inland to the toe of the secondary dune, if present, or developed structures (whichever comes first), and this can include areas with vegetation. Sufficient darkness was also considered because it is important to green turtles. 

Areas we have identified as proposed critical habitat are those that have known green turtle nesting activity.
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The range of the North Atlantic DPS is from South TX, around FL and up the Eastern U.S. Seaboard, to NY where nesting is extremely rare, as well as in the Caribbean region in PR. The most important beaches with the highest nesting densities, and the only proposed critical habitat for the North Atlantic DPS, are in FL and PR. 

In this map, the white lettered regions and lines in FL delineate the State’s management units that take into consideration the best available science on genetic diversity and geographical influences on green turtles for the state. 

As a whole, this DPS includes a total of 33 proposed critical habitat units marked as the yellow segments or spots on the map, 23 of which are spread across Florida and 10 within Puerto Rico. The proposed critical habitat area across both these regions totals 5,974 acres, and approximately 81 percent of this area overlaps existing designated critical habitat for a variety of federally threatened and endangered species, including loggerhead, leatherback, and hawksbill sea turtles, piping plover, and many more plant and animal species.

Jan Zegarra of the FWS Caribbean Field Office will now describe the proposed critical habitat in the Puerto Rico portions of the North Atlantic DPS.
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Zooming in to Puerto Rico, this area includes 10 out of the 33 proposed units for the North Atlantic DPS.  From east to west, Vieques Island has most of the units with 7, followed by two units in southeast Puerto Rico and one contiguous unit for Mona Island off the west coast.  Most of the units in Vieques Island are within the Vieques National Wildlife Refuge.
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For the South Atlantic DPS, the only U.S. jurisdiction is the U.S. Virgin Islands. Within the three main islands and numerous islets that comprise this territory, only one of the three main large islands, St. Croix, has critical nesting sites for the green turtle, in addition to the small Buck Island Reef National Monument on the northeastern end of the island.

Proposed critical habitat for this DPS includes a total of 8 units, again marked as the yellow segments or spots on the map. The total area proposed is 117 acres, approximately 27 percent of which overlaps existing designated critical habitat for two federally endangered species: the leatherback sea turtle and an endemic succulent called Agave eggersiana or St. Croix agave. 


Submit comments by October 17, 2023

Regulations.gov
* FWS-R4-ES-2022-0164
* NOAA-NMFS-2023-0087

Public hearings or via mail (see websites for more
information):

https://www.fws.gov/species/green-sea-turtle-chelonia-mydas
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/critical-habitat-green-sea-turtles
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In addition to any comments provided during the public hearing tonight, we can accept comments received or postmarked on or before October 17, 2023. Anyone wishing to provide comments can submit them electronically using the Federal eRulemaking Portal, but they must be received by 11:59 p.m. eastern time on October 17th. Comments on our U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s terrestrial proposed critical habitat designation should be submitted to the Docket number FWS-R4-ES-2022-0164. Comments submitted by hardcopy through the U.S. mail can be submitted to the Falls Church, Virginia address identified in the comment submission section of the proposed rule. More information about our terrestrial proposed rule is available on our website at the first address on this slide.

And now our NOAA colleague, Jennifer Schultz, will present on the marine proposed critical habitat.

https://www.fws.gov/species/green-sea-turtle-chelonia-mydas
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/critical-habitat-green-sea-turtles
https://Regulations.gov
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