
2020 Microsoft Team Chats
Between Madeline Drake and Angela Picco

[3/9 10:15 AM] Picco, Angela
Hi Madeline! Are you able to help address a comment from Bridget?

[3/9 10:16 AM] Drake, Madeline K 
Yes, I am happy to help.

[3/9 10:17 AM] Picco, Angela 
Thanks!

[3/9 10:17 AM] Picco, Angela
I will try to paste it here. If that doesn't work, I will email it to you.

[3/9 10:18 AM] Drake, Madeline K 
Sounds good

[3/9 10:18 AM] Picco, Angela

(22) Comment One commenter disagreed with information we presented in the 2019 
Revised Proposed Rule regarding the historical and current distribution of fishers in the SSN 
subpopulation. The commenter suggested that our statement that historically the SSN 
subpopulation likely extended farther north than our current DPS boundary in the Sierra Nevada 
was conjecture and that historical museum specimens are limited to south of the Tuolumne 
River, which is currently the northern boundary of what was identified in the 2019 Revised 
Proposed Rule as the Sierra Nevada portion of the DPS. Further, the commenter mentioned that 
our statement that multiple lines of genetic evidence suggests that the NCSO and SSN 
subpopulations have been isolated since before European settlement contradicts the previous 
assertion that fishers historically occupied the area between the NCSO and SSN portions of the 
DPS. The commenter also disagreed with our statement that the current northern boundary of the 
SSN subpopulation is the Tuolomne River in Yosemite National Park, asserting that the northern 
extent of the current occupied distribution of the SSN subpopulation is actually the Merced 
River, varying from about 10 to 20 miles south of the Tuolomne River. They stated that only a 
single male fisher was recently detected north of the Merced River and that there is no fisher 
population between the Merced and Tuolomne rivers.

Our Response: Although not confirmed, there are numerous historical sightings of 
fishers, many of them from reported trapping locations from 1919-1924, in the areas between the 
SSN and NCSO DPSs (summarized in CDFW 2015, pp. 17-19). Thus, we conclude that at some 
point, fishers occupied portions of the northern Sierra Nevada at least temporarily. Whether the 
northern Sierra Nevada contained a viable population or only served as a movement corridor 
between the current NCSO and SSN DPSs is unknown. That said, genetic information supports 
that the NCSO and SSN DPSs have been largely separated for thousands of years (Tucker et al. 
2014, p. 3), so . [FBI]



We included the area between the Tuolomne and Merced rivers in the DPS boundaries 
[FB2] because that area contains suitable habitat that the SSN DPS may expand into in the near 
future. In addition, fishers may use the area between the rivers seasonallypBS], especially male 
fishers searching for mates in the spring.

[FBI]Connect the dots on how this information relates to onr overall answer, becanse it does seem like this 
info does conflict with the data from the early 1900s.

[FB2]1 thought we were maintaining that the map did not necessarily represent “DPS boundaries” but was 
our best approximation of where fishers, if fonnd, wonld be SSN fishers. Bnt we are listing the DPS “where fonnd”

[FB3]Can we back np this assertion with a citation?

[3/9 10:26 AM] Drake, Madeline K
For comment one: so we felt the Toulumne River was the most appropriate boundary supported by 
current genetic information.

[3/9 10:37 AM] Drake, Madeline K
For comment two & three maybe replace that second paragraph with this: "We included the area 

between the Tuolomne and Merced rivers in the SSN DPS because the area contains suitable habitat 
and fishers found in this area would be a part of the SSN DPS. In addition, the recent detection of at 
least one fisher north of the Merced River indicates that the SSN DPS has the capability to expand 
into the area between the Tuoloumne and Merced river (Stock 2020, pers. comm.).

[3/9 10:38 AM] Drake, Madeline K
Do you think those adequately address Bridget's comments?

[3/9 10:41 AM] Drake, Madeline K
The Stock 2020 pers. comm, is an email from the Yosemite staff with camera trap pictures of the 
fisher north of the Merced.

[3/9 10:52 AM] Picco, Angela
Maybe...I will take a deeper look when I finish with her comments. I will let you know. Thanks!

[3/9 3:26 PM] Picco, Angela
Flil Just checking to see when you expect to send me edits for the RTC doc. If not soon, then I might 
update my version of Word to see if that helps with editing (but takes 30 min).

[3/9 3:26 PM] Drake, Madeline K 
I can send it right now!

[3/9 3:26 PM] Picco, Angela 
Cool, thanks! I will wait then, (smile)




