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isolation between these two populations. The California fisher distribution has been
stable and increasing recent years, particularly the northern California population (CDFW
2015). CDFW added "Evidence available to the Department indicates that fishers are
widely distributed and common in northern California.” Despite these trends, concerns
regarding potential threats to fishers in California remain; however, these concerns are
particularly elevated for the southern California population due to issues associated with
geographic and genetic isolation from other fisher populations. Despite expressed
concerns the northern California population appears to have expanded its range
significantly over the last 9 years (See Exhibit A).

The CDFW considered these factors during their fisher status review (CDFW 2015) and
concluded that the northern and southern fisher populations are distinct Evolutionarily
Significant Units (ESU): the Northern California ESU and Southern Sierra Nevada ESU.
Their status review (CDFW 2015) determined the Southern Sierra Nevada ESU warranted
protections under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) due to the distinction
between these two populations and associated potential threat levels. The status review
concluded that listing the fisher as threatened or endangered under CESA within the
Northern California ESU was not warranted, and that listing the Southern Sierra Nevada
ESU as threatened under CESA was warranted (CDFW 2015). The California Fish and
Game Commission followed these conclusions and listed the Southern Sierra Nevada
ESU as threatened under CESA, while determining that listing the Northern California
ESU was not warranted (California Fish and Game Commission 2015).

Considering the CDFW conclusion, the numerous studies demonstrating genetic
divergence of the SSN and the additional data presented in this report concerning the
significant 120-mile gap between the northern California population and the SSN
population that the only population that qualifies under the Services guidelines is the
SSN. We conclude that the SSN population of the fisher is a distinct population
segment from the NCSO population and should be treated separately.
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unique fishers are located within this 19- to 21-year-old planted forest. Additionally,
based on the size comparison of fishers detected on camera, it is likely both male and
female and/or juvenile fishers are occupying portions of this area, indicating potential
reproduction. Hair samples collected at each camera station have been submitted for
analysis to confirm number of individuals present and pedigrees between individuals to
confirm reproduction.

i =

These images show some of the fisher detections in the Fountain Fire at SPI’s 2015 baited camera survey stations.

Given the lack of any residual tree component after salvage operations, the detections
of fishers approximately 19 years after planting, and the potential for this area of
planted even aged forest to be supporting reproducing fishers (based on size of
individuals), it is arguable that that fire does not pose a long term threat to the species
as long as proper reforestation measures are taken post fire.
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In a very comprehensive survey of both legal and illegal cultivation sites in Humboldt
County, Butsic and Brenner (2016) determined that in total 494.2 acres were in
cultivation, comprising 0.019 percent of Humboldt County’s 2,592,135 acres. This
provides perspective on the actual impact in terms of total area. On much of that area
anti-coagulant rodenticides are not used because they are prohibited on legal
cultivation sites.

Given legalization and regulation of the legal cannabis market, increased enforcement at
illegal sites, and increased restoration, including toxicant removal, at illegal cannabis
cultivation sites, it is reasonable to expect that this potential threat will continue
decreasing in the foreseeable future.
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