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flowering annual. All species of cannabis are dioecious— 
that is, male and female flowers appear on separate plants. 
Males produce pollen, and females produce seeds—and 
that’s where the trickery begins. Both plants produce flow­
ers, but unpollinated females produce much more resin, 
the sticky substance that contains both the terpenes that 
give pot its potent aroma and the cannabinoids that are re­
sponsible for its psychoactive properties, notably delta-9- 
tetrahydrocannabinol, orTHC. In order to grow seedless fe­
male flowers, sinsemilla, you must remove the male plants 
before pollination.

Around the same time that marijuana growers in Hum­
boldt and the neighboring counties of Trinity and Men­
docino began producing sinsemilla, the U.S. government 
inadvertently helped create a market for their new industry. 
In the mid- to late 1970s, the American government sup­
ported the Mexican government's spraying of the toxic her­
bicide paraquat on the Mexican marijuana crop. At the 
lime, more than 90 percent of the marijuana smoked in the 
United States came from abroad. The strains were called 
Acapulco Gold, Colomhian Gold, and Panama Bed, after 
the places where they \vere grown. Like the jug wines that 
graced American dinner tables at the lime, these were sim­
ple, lightweight versions of what was to come.

Marijuana continued to flow north from Mexico, but after 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
warned of the serious health risks that paraquat-laced pot 
posed to consumers, there was a sudden interest in other 
sources. By 1979, the year Congress suspended the paraquat-
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