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The awards, totaling $1.3 million, were made under CDFW's Cannabis Restoration
Grant Program, and will support cleanup and habitat restoration at inactive cannabis

cultivation sites.

“These grants mark an important step forward in our efforts to address the extensive
damage to habitat and toxic chemicals threatening a host of wild species,” CDFW
Director Charlton H. Bonham said. “Providing a resource to address the impacts of
reckless cannabis cultivation adds an important piece to the complex puzzle of our
existing watershed restoration work.”

Projects approved for funding through the Cannabis Restoration Grant Program
include:

» Reclaiming our Public Lands and Watersheds from the Environmental Threats of
Trespass Cannabis Cultivation ($1,068,415 to Integral Ecology Research Center);

» Bull Creek Cannabis Recovery Project ($94,510 to Eel River Watershed
Improvement Group);

» SF Usal Creek Headwaters — Trash and Toxin Cleanup ($83,840 to Eel River
Watershed Improvement Group); and

» Whitethorn Grove Clean Up ($64,831 to Sanctuary Forest, Inc.).

Projects funded under the 2017 Cannabis Restoration Program are scheduled to
commence in early 2018.

The Cannabis Restoration Grant Program was established by CDFW in 2017 in
response to legislation aimed at regulating the burgeoning legal cannabis industry. In
his signing message to Assembly Bill 243 (Wood, Medical Marijuana), Governor
Brown directed, “the Natural Resources Agency to identify projects to begin the
restoration of our most impacted areas in the state.”

‘| have seen firsthand the devastation to the watersheds caused by these rogue
cannabis growers,” said Assemblymember Jim Wood, the author of AB 243. “They
divert water, use prohibited herbicides and leave behind hundreds of butane
canisters and chemical ponds that pollute our waterways affecting the salmon and
trout populations. | am thankful that Governor Brown allocated $1.5 million this year
to kick off this very targeted restoration program for the North Coast area and look
forward to the state identifying future funds so we can continue this critical work.”
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Officers arrested two male suspects and cut down and removed 180 fully mature
marijuana plants with an approximate value of $360,000. Officers also found and
removed several pounds of hashish, fertilizer, dozens of butane canisters used to
manufacture concentrated cannabis, and other harmful materials that cause direct
damage to the environment of Vicente Creek. CDFW officers conducted a full
reclamation of the site.

“These marijuana cultivation sites are not only illegal but the trash left behind causes
tremendous damage to the environment,” said CDFW Assistant Chief Brian Naslund.
“Our officers are working hard around the state to find and remove these cultivation
sites, keep harmful chemicals from entering state waters and ensure public safety.”

Marijuana cultivation is becoming an increasing problem in California as the historic
drought wears on.

“lllegal marijuana growers steal substantial amounts of water, exacerbating our
severe drought conditions,” said Naslund. “Marijuana plants use six to eight gallons
of water per plant, per day, and are a direct hazard to wildlife that eats the plants.”

Law enforcement officials are also concerned that that hikers and walkers could be in
danger if they accidentally come across a marijuana cultivation site. lllegal growers
often carry weapons.

The suspects were taken into custody and will be charged with multiple violations
including streambed alteration, pollution and placement of hazardous materials on
the property of another.

The lower Vicente Creek is the southernmost salmon stream in California. It is a
historic waterway that supports both anadromous steelhead and endangered Central
Coast Coho salmon.

CalTIP (Californians Turn In Poachers and Polluters) is a confidential secret witness
program that encourages the public to provide CDFW with factual information leading
to the arrest of poachers and polluters. If you witness a poaching or polluting incident
or any fish and wildlife violation, or have information about such a violation, please
call 1-888-DF G-CALTIP (888-334-2258), 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
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