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Great!  But in this instance we'll need an internal survey if possible - since they'll miss the fall
window.  So I'd just add that as another option.

On Thu, Oct 19, 2017 at 9:28 AM, Lennon, Tiernan <tiernan_lennon@fws.gov> wrote:
This is the Phase 1/2 protocol we use in WV:

https://www.fws.gov/westvirginiafieldoffice/PDF/Caveassessment.pdf

What if I revise it to read:

"MVP shall conduct surveys on all unsurveyed potential hibernacula within the action area prior to construction to
determine suitability and/or occupancy for the Indiana bat using Service approved protocols.If potential hibernacula Phase
1 surveys determine suitability, and MVP is unable to complete Phase 2 surveys, MVP shall assume presence of Indiana
bat and reroute the Project so that all subactivities are 0.5 mile (or more) away from all cave passages/openings to avoid
adverse effects to hibernacula. Or, if Phase 2 surveys are completed and result in the capture of an Indiana bat, MVP shall
reroute the Project so that all subactivities are 0.5 mile (or more) away from all cave passages/openings to avoid adverse
effects to hibernacula. In certain site specific situations a distance of less than 0.5 mile may be acceptable, but MVP will
not begin construction until approval to do so has been received from the Service." 

On Thu, Oct 19, 2017 at 8:51 AM, Niver, Robyn <robyn_niver@fws.gov> wrote:
Do you have portal and bat survey protocols?  Phase 2 to me would be looking for Ibats
while they are hibernating - not capturing.  I know that Andy/Mike have some.  If 0.5
miles isn't possible - as long as they are not within the cave system closer could work.  See
what they say.

Robyn

On Thu, Oct 19, 2017 at 8:45 AM, Lennon, Tiernan <tiernan_lennon@fws.gov> wrote:
Robyn and Barb - Based on our discussions yesterday, I've drafted the following
conservation measure to share with the applicant for their consideration:

"MVP shall conduct surveys on all unsurveyed potential hibernacula within the action
area to determine suitability and/or occupancy for the Indiana bat using Service
approved protocols.
If potential hibernacula Phase 1 surveys determine suitability, and MVP is unable to
complete Phase 2 surveys, MVP shall assume presence of Indiana bat and reroute the
Project so that all subactivities are 0.5 mile (or more) away from all cave
passages/openings to avoid adverse effects to hibernacula. Or, if Phase 2 surveys are
completed and result in the capture of an Indiana bat, MVP shall reroute the Project so
that all subactivities are 0.5 mile (or more) away from all cave passages/openings to
avoid adverse effects to hibernacula."

Please edit as you see fit! Thanks for your help with this! 
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-Tiernan 
-- 
Tiernan Lennon
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
West Virginia Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
694 Beverly Pike
Elkins, WV 26241
304-636-6586 Ext. 12
Fax: 304-636-7824
Tiernan_Lennon@fws.gov

-- 
********************************************************************
Robyn A. Niver
Endangered Species Biologist
USFWS
New York Field Office
Cortland, NY  13045
607-299-0620

"Let us have faith that right makes might, and in that faith, let us to the end, dare to do our
duty as we understand it." - Abraham Lincoln
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"Let us have faith that right makes might, and in that faith, let us to the end, dare to do our
duty as we understand it." - Abraham Lincoln
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