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Hello again everyone,

Just to follow up - yesterday Gary Frazer received the letter inviting him to testify before the U.S. Senate
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs’ Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations on Wednesday,
July 26, 2017, at 2:30 p.m. at a hearing titled, “Cutting Through the Red Tape: Oversight of Federal Infrastructure Permitting
and the Federal Permitting Improvement Steering Council.”

Our Congressional and Legislative Affairs staff spoke with committee staff yesterday, and they are primarily interested in our
perspective as a coordinating agency and how the decentralized structure of FWS impacts our ability to implement FAST-41
across our "diverse regions." Chairman Portman is particularly interested in the RC Byrd Hydro Project, which spanned two
FWS regions, resulting in lots of confusion and delays for the project proponents.

CLA staff is preparing the testimony that discusses our role in FAST-41 implementation, including project examples, and how
FWS has worked to streamline our consultation process more generally. The DOI representatives have requested that we do
not include "lessons learned" in the testimony, but save that for the Q&A session.

So, just to clarify, while the projects located in the subcommittee members home states are preferred for inclusion in the the
testimony - if any of the other projects would provide good examples of our cooperation with other agencies or our
transparency with information - anything that made the permitting/authorization process go smoother - then I would like to
obtain summaries on those as well.

Thank you again for your help with this!
Frankie

On Wed, Jul 12, 2017 at 5:15 PM, Green, Frankie <frankie_green@fws.gov> wrote:
Hello everyone,

On July 26 the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations Subcommittee, which is
chaired by Rob Portman of Ohio, is holding a hearing on the FAST-41 implementation
experience.  They are interested in hearing the perspective of a cooperating agency on what
has worked, what could be better, and what is needed to improve the permitting process so one of our senior managers
(probably Gary Frazer) is going to testify.

To include in this testimony our Congressional and Legislative Affairs staff are looking for brief summaries of
projects where FWS, as a cooperating agency, coordinated with other agencies to ensure fast
and transparent review of the project. Also, if there are lessons that we've learned through
this process (or specific projects that can provide examples of that), those would be helpful
too.

In addition to Ohio, the subcommittee members hail from Delaware (Carper), Montana (Tester and
Daines), Oklahoma (Lankford), North Dakota (Heitkamp), Arizona (McCain), Kentucky (Paul), and Michigan (Peters).
 Since this hearing is focused on FAST-41 projects, these are the ones located in states
represented by the subcommittee:

Nexus Gas Transmission – OH, MI
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Ten West Link Transmission Line – AZ, CA
TN Gas Abandonment and Capacity Restoration - KY

Other projects not listed above may also provide good examples.

By COB on Thursday, July 14,  please provide brief summaries of the projects you are
responsible for (particularly if you think they will inform this testimony), or let me know if
the project is too premature for much discussion.

I apologize for the quick turnaround but appreciate any information you can share with me. 
Please call or email if you have any questions.

Thank you,
Frankie

PS - Just to refresh everyone's memory, attached is the list of 18 FAST-41 projects where
FWS is involved in some capacity.

-- 
Frankie Green
National Hydropower Coordinator
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mailstop: ES
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA  22041-3803
phone: 703-358-1884
fax: 703-358-1800

-- 
Frankie Green
National Hydropower Coordinator
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mailstop: ES
5275 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church, VA  22041-3803
phone: 703-358-1884
fax: 703-358-1800
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