
From: Phifer, Paul
To: Troy Andersen
Cc: Spencer Simon; John Schmidt; Cindy Schulz; Jennifer Stanhope; Tiernan Lennon
Subject: Re: FW: FAST-41 Quarterly Update: Mountain Valley and Equitrans Expansion Projects
Date: Wednesday, July 12, 2017 1:06:35 PM

Troy - Thanks for the heads up.  If you are on the timeline agreed to by FERC and
MVP, then we can be cc'd.  If you think we are on a different timeline, then I'll need to
know soon and why.  As you know, there is significant interest in the timeline
associated with any FAST-41 project.  

Thanks again, Paul

______________
Paul Phifer, PhD
Assistant Regional Director - Ecological Services
Northeast Region
Dept of the Interior
US Fish and Wildlife Service
413.253.8698 work
413.687.4764 cell

On Wed, Jul 12, 2017 at 12:36 PM, Troy Andersen <troy_andersen@fws.gov> wrote:

Paul/Spencer:

 

This is the email/task I mentioned on the call this morning.  We will work with WV to
provide an appropriate and consistent response back to Maggie.  Would either of you like to
review our response prior to us sending it on?

 

Thanks,
Troy

 

 

------------------------------------------

Endangered Species/Conservation Planning Assistance Supervisor

USFWS - Virginia Field Office

Phone: 804-824-2428
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Visit us at: http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/

 

 

 

From: Magdalene Suter [mailto:Magdalene.Suter@ferc.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2017 12:21 PM
To: troy_andersen@fws.gov; john_schmidt@fws.gov; USDOI-FWS-PA -; erika_vaughan@ios.doi.gov
Cc: Nicholas Tackett
Subject: RE: FAST-41 Quarterly Update: Mountain Valley and Equitrans Expansion Projects

 

Good afternoon FWS folks,

 

It is my understanding that FERC issued a Biological Assessment for the Mountain Valley
and Equitrans Expansion Projects, which was sent to both VA and WV field offices on July
7, 2017, and requested to initiate consultation.  I am trying to update the FAST-41
Dashboard to reflect the current status of Section 7 consultations, but do not want to make
any changes without FWS input.  There are 3 pre-set milestones for Section 7 consultation
on the Dashboard (these cannot be changed, although additional optional milestones may be
added).  They are as follows:

1)      Date of Request for formal consultation received

2)      Consultation Initiation Date

3)      Final Biological Opinion Issued

 

Each  milestone has a “status” indicator (options are planned, in-progress, paused,
complete).  Currently each of the 3 milestones above are identified as planned.

 

Each milestone also should have either a target or actual completion date, or a text
description of the number of days to complete the milestone based on another milestone or
action.  Currently, the description field reads: “This action is contingent upon receipt of the
Biological Assessment. Once FERC has initiated formal consultation and provided all
relevant data required by 50 CFR 402.14(c), section 7 implementing regulations (50 CFR
402.14) allow the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service up to 90 days to conclude formal
consultation and an additional 45 days to prepare the biological opinion, unless we mutually
agree to an extension.”

 

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/
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I am assuming that the first two milestones should be updated to an actual date of July 7,
2017, with the status identified as complete.  (I’m not sure what the difference is between
these two milestones, so please update as needed).  I am also asking if we need to update the
status and description field for #3, above.  Status would change to “in-progress”, and the
description field should be updated to reflect FWS review time and BO preparation.  (ex.
The description field could read “The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has up to 90 days to
conclude formal consultation and an additional 45 days to prepare the biological opinion,
unless we mutually agree to an extension.”)  Also a target date should be entered (based on
the description field, it would be November 19, 2017 – which is 135 days after the BA was
sent to FWS with a request to initiate formal consultation).    Again update this info per your
needs.

 

Please let me know for each field office (VA and WV) how you would like the information
for each milestone presented, and any text descriptors.

 

 

Maggie Suter
maggie.suter@ferc.gov

(202) 502-6463

 

From: Nicholas Tackett 
Sent: Friday, June 16, 2017 10:04 PM
To: jenniferpadams@fs.fed.us; jtwaroski@fs.fed.us; jobethbrown@fs.fed.us;
afaught@fs.fed.us; jtimm@fs.fed.us; Christopher.L.Carson@usace.army.mil;
todd.m.miller@usace.army.mil; Karen.a.kochenbach@usace.army.mil; Shaffer, Joshua D
CIV USARMY CELRP (US) <Joshua.D.Shaffer@usace.army.mil>; Bintrim, Tyler J CIV
USARMY CELRP (US) <tyler.j.bintrim@usace.army.mil>; Coleman, Jon T CIV USARMY
CELRP (US) <jon.t.coleman@usace.army.mil>; Hans, Scott A CIV USARMY CELRP
(US) <Scott.A.Hans@usace.army.mil>; blair.aaronM@epa.gov; McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov;
vcraft@blm.gov; mliberat@blm.gov; troy_andersen@fws.gov; john_schmidt@fws.gov;
USDOI-FWS-PA - <Robert_M_Anderson@fws.gov>; USDOI-NPS ANST-
<mary_c_krueger@nps.gov>; wendy_janssen@nps.gov; mark_woods@nps.gov;
bambi_teague@nps.gov; ryan_c_mccormick@nps.gov; USDOT-PHMSA -
<Karen.Gentile@dot.gov>; WV-SHPO - <Susan.M.Pierce@wv.gov>; WV-DEP -
<Nancy.J.Dickson@wv.gov>; WV-DNR - <Clifford.L.Brown@wv.gov>; VA-SHPO -
<roger.kirchen@dhr.virginia.gov>; VA- Dept of Game & Fisheries -
<ray.fernald@dgif.virginia.gov>; VA-DEQ - <Melanie.Davenport@deq.virginia.gov>;
Bettina.Sullivan@deq.virginia.gov; PA- SHPO - <amacdonald@pa.gov>; PA – DEP - <ra-
epair@pa.gov>; RA-epwater@pa.gov; aroda@pa.gov; Eggerding, Matthew
<MEggerding@eqt.com>; edward.e.belk.civ@mail.mil
Cc: Magdalene Suter <Magdalene.Suter@ferc.gov>; Heather Campbell
<heather.e.campbell@ferc.gov>
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Subject: FAST-41 Quarterly Update: Mountain Valley and Equitrans Expansion Projects

 

To whom it may concern:

 

In consideration of the new processes established by FAST-41, we are sending this email as
a reminder to submit updates for the Project’s Coordinated Project Plan and permitting
timetable no later than June 25th.  Please see the following website for the latest permitting
timetable: https://www.permits.performance.gov/projects/mountain-valley-and-equitrans-
expansion-project-n.  Please note that a new permitting timeline for the project appears at
the bottom of the FAST-41 webpage.  The Coordinated Project Plan from 1st Quarter 2017
is attached to this email for information purposes.   

 

FERC staff relies on agencies to provide updates for their respective permits.  According to
FAST-41 implementation guidelines, all milestones should include a calendar date, or
otherwise indicate the number of days it will take your agency to act on a permit/review
after receiving a complete application from the project sponsor.  Based on feedback received
from the agencies, FERC staff will circulate a final Coordinated Project Plan and publish a
revised permitting timetable, by June 30, 2017.

 

Please send quarterly updates to Nicholas.Tackett@ferc.gov and
Magdalene.Suter@ferc.gov.  On an annual basis, updates should be provided to FERC staff
by March 26th, June 25th, September 25th, and December 26th. 

 

Please remember that FERC’s rules prohibit off-the-record communications regarding the
merits of contested proceedings (18 C.F.R. § 385.2201).   

 

Thank you in advance for your participation. 

 

 

Nicholas Tackett
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 1st Street NE | Washington, DC 20426
202-502-6783 | nicholas.tackett@ferc.gov
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From: Magdalene Suter 
Sent: Thursday, April 13, 2017 10:44 AM
To: jenniferpadams@fs.fed.us; jtwaroski@fs.fed.us; jobethbrown@fs.fed.us;
afaught@fs.fed.us; jtimm@fs.fed.us; Christopher.L.Carson@usace.army.mil;
todd.m.miller@usace.army.mil; Karen.a.kochenbach@usace.army.mil;
blair.aaronM@epa.gov; McCurdy.Alaina@epa.gov; vcraft@blm.gov; mliberat@blm.gov;
troy_andersen@fws.gov; john_schmidt@fws.gov; USDOI-FWS-PA -
<Robert_M_Anderson@fws.gov>; USDOI-NPS ANST- <mary_c_krueger@nps.gov>;
wendy_janssen@nps.gov; mark_woods@nps.gov; herbert_young_jr@nps.gov;
bambi_teague@nps.gov; ryan_c_mccormick@nps.gov; USDOT-PHMSA -
<Karen.Gentile@dot.gov>; WV-SHPO - <Susan.M.Pierce@wv.gov>; WV-DEP -
<Nancy.J.Dickson@wv.gov>; WV-DNR - <Clifford.L.Brown@wv.gov>; VA-SHPO -
<roger.kirchen@dhr.virginia.gov>; VA- Dept of Game & Fisheries -
<ray.fernald@dgif.virginia.gov>; VA-DEQ - <Melanie.Davenport@deq.virginia.gov>;
Bettina.Sullivan@deq.virginia.gov; PA- SHPO - <amacdonald@pa.gov>; PA – DEP - <ra-
epair@pa.gov>; RA-epwater@pa.gov; aroda@pa.gov; Eggerding, Matthew
<MEggerding@eqt.com>; edward.e.belk.civ@mail.mil; lisa.mensah@osec.usda.gov
Cc: Nicholas Tackett <Nicholas.Tackett@ferc.gov>
Subject: FAST-41 Quarterly Update: Mountain Valley and Equitrans Expansion Projects

 

In compliance with section 41003(c) of FAST-41, please take note of the ongoing quarterly
update process for the Mountain Valley and Equitrans Expansion Projects.  The initial
Coordinated Project Plan for the Project was circulated to you at the end of November 2016,
and must be updated quarterly thereafter.  Please see the following website for the latest
Permitting Timetable for the Projects:   https://www.permits.performance.gov/projects/
mountain-valley-and-equitrans-expansion-project-n.

 

On an quarterly basis going forward, please email any revisions to the Coordinated Project
Plan and Permitting Timetable to Nicholas.Tackett@ferc.gov and
Magdalene.Suter@ferc.gov.  Quarterly updates should be sent no later than March 26th,
June 25th, September 25th, and December 26th of each year.  (FPISC has allowed a 1
month extension for the first quarter 2017 update for this project because a NEPA
schedule update was imminent – see below.  As such, please send any first quarter
updates no later than April 27, 2017.) At the end of each respective quarter, FERC staff
will post revised Coordinated Project Plans to max.gov, and revised Permitting Timetables
to the Permitting Dashboard.  FERC staff will rely on agencies to inform us if changes are
needed to their completion dates. 

 

As you may be aware, on March 31, 2017, FERC issued a Revised Notice of Schedule for
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Environmental Review of the Mountain Valley and Equitrans Expansion Projects.  This
revised notice modified the final EIS issuance date to June 23, 2017.  Please identify any
revised permitting timetable dates or timelines based on this modified information.  As a
reminder, all participating agencies have been instructed by the Executive Director of the
Council to remove TBDs, based on guidance prepared by OMB and CEQ.  TBDs should be
replaced with calendar dates or, alternatively, a timeframe based on another milestone. 
Please speak with your FAST-41 representative for verification, as needed.

 

Due to the fact that States have not opted into the FAST-41 process for this Project, FERC
staff plans to revise State completion dates to “TBD,” to indicate that completion dates have
not been determined.

 

Please remember that  FERC’s rules prohibit off-the-record communications regarding the
merits of contested proceedings.  See 18 C.F.R. § 385.2201.   

 

Thank you in advance for your participation. 

 

Maggie Suter
maggie.suter@ferc.gov

(202) 502-6463
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