Received June 10, 2015

Kimberley D. Bose, Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission JUL 2 02065
888 First Street NE, Room 1A V - ; :
Washington, DC 20426 iIrginia Field Office

Re: Docket Number PF15-3-000

This correspondence regards the environmental impact to Craig County if MVP is allowed to construct
their pipeline along Alternate 110. | own property in a development at Maggie, Virginia called Black
Diamond. For many years Black Diamond was a 1600 acre, black angus, cattle ranch. In 2006-
ecided to buy the ranch and develop in into a 103 lot subdivision. In addition to large lots,
ranging from 5 to 60 acres, a main attraction was the outstanding trout fishing in John’s Creek.

About half of Black Diamond is pasture and the other half is wooded. Black Diamond properties lie on
both sides of a 3-1/2 miles stretch of John’s Creek and the wooded portions on both sides of the creek
back up to the Jefferson National Forest. In order for*o develop this residential property
he was required to embrace requirements from the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the US Corps of
Engineers, the Department of Environmental Quality, the Virginia Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries and the Virginia Marine Resources Commission.

As a result of these requirements hundreds of trees were planted in places along John’s Creek where
woods did not grow and all the drainages that flow from the Jefferson National Forest through Black
Diamond to John’s Creek were marked with Stream Buffer signs. These signs are set back 100’ from the
center of the tributary creating a 200’ wide mitigation area. Requirements were established and
covenants were written and recorded in Craig County.

The trees along the creek help keep erosion from entering the creek and also serve to keep the water
temperatures cooler during the summer months. The stream buffers or filter strips provide a variety of
benefits. These environmental measures are one reason that my wife and | were attracted to Black
Diamond and we were among the earlier purchasers of property in Black Diamond in 2007. We
purchased Lot 76 which has a stream buffer running across the back corner of our property and down
one side. Our lot is only 6-1/2 acres and this stream buffer represents about 30% of our acreage.

The stream buffers carry a number of restrictions including the following: No ditching, diking, damming,
filling, excavating, grading, plowing, flooding/ponding, mining, or drilling. No trash or yard debris. No
removing or adding of topsoil or sand. No livestock to graze, inhabit or otherwise enter the preservation
area. No cultivating, harvesting, cutting, logging, planting or pruning of trees or plants. No use of
fertilizers or spraying of biocides. This list would indicate to me that the federal and state agencies
involved not only wanted, but insisted, with these regulations that John’s Creek would not be
contaminated or harmed in any way.

While their intent was to protect the clean water of John’s Creek they also wanted to provide habitat for
a wide variety of wildlife and, especially, the federally endangered James Spinymussel. The Black






to avoid the air and water pollution that can occur from poorly planned growth and
development.”

In the case of Black Diamond could it be said that the air and water pollution from pipeline construction
could be considered a “poorly planned ..... development”? Or at least, a violation of environmental
guidelines already established by five government agencies?

While Black Diamond is a great treasure there are many more like it in Craig County. 53% of Craig
County is National Forest. The county is crossed from east to west by several, tall, steep, mountain
ranges. They provide a remote habitat for wildlife and they form the beginning for numerous,
headwater streams. These streams are clean and they represent the best of what can be enjoyed
downstream. Clean water is important to all of us, but especially so for folks in Craig County where
everyone gets there water from wells or springs.

Is Craig County suitable for the MVP construction project? | think not. The construction over our steep,
mountain slopes creates enormous risk to the people of Craig County and the environment.
Construction will be most difficult and erosion will be difficult to control. Water sources would likely be
damaged and mitigation might be impossible. Wildlife habitats would be altered and our forests
compromised. If a thorough environmental impact study is conducted | think it will show that Alternate
110 is not a feasible route.

With that said where are we now? Folks on the proposed route don’t want it and folks along Alternate
110 don’t want it. Scoping time has been limited, but especially so for Craig County who was not an
alternate until February of this year. Scoping meetings for public input have been limited. It would
appear that the FERC wants to move this process along quickly.

If the government has already decided that this project will move forward | hope that it will run through
a route that can handle it with services and infrastructure and through a route that will have the least

environmental impact. If services, infrastructure and environmental impact are the controlling factors of
the decision making process then the pipeline if built will not follow Alternate 110 through Craig County.

Sincerely,

Mailing Address:
Craig County, Virginia

Copy: Cindy Shultz, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services, Gloucester, Virginia
Danielle Courtois, US Army Corps of Engineers, Floyd, Virginia
Jay Roberts, Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, Roanoke, Virginia
Brain Watson, Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, Forest , Virginia
Tony Watkinson, Virginia Marine Resources Commission, Newport News, Virginia
Roberta Rhur, Commonwealth of Virginia, Dept. of Conservation and Recreation, Richmond, VA















