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REF: FWS-2019-00945

Dear Mr. Tobias:

This letter is in regard to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated March 26, 2019
and assigned control number FWS-2019-00595. Please cite this number in any future
communications with our office regarding your request.

In your request, you asked for the following records from January 20, 2017 to present:

1. All records, including work plans, memorandums, guidances, or instructions, related to any draft
environmental impacts statements, environmental impact statements, habitat conservation plans, incidental
take permits or other crucial policy decisions concerning the Florida panther, an endangered species.

2. All written or electronic communications, including attachments and text messages, between Region 4
Supervisor Leo Miranda (or his executive assistants) and any person who:

i Has, at any time since January 20, 2017, been a political appointee (including without limitation any
government employee that was appointed by the President, any government employee that was appointed
by the Secretary or Administrator of a federal agency, any government employee that has held a
Schedule C position, or any employee who has worked in the Executive Office of the President),

ii. Has, at any time since January 20, 2017, held a position listed in any version of the document “United
States Government Policy and Supporting Positions,” otherwise known as the “Plum Book,” whether
or not the person’s actual name appears in a version of the Plum Book;

ii. Whose hiring was coordinated with the Presidential Personnel Office, or
iv. Who, as a part of their job responsibilities with the Service, communicates with elected officials or their
offices.

3. This request seeks communications and other records specifically concerning the Florida panther.

4. This request seeks records produced between January 20, 2017 and the date this request is processed.
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Response

One June 6, 2019, you modified Item 3 to read “This request only seeks records specifically
pertaining to the Eastern Collier Multi-Species Habitat Conservation Plan, or any related draft
biological opinions, final biological opinions, draft environmental impact statements,
environmental impact statements or species status assessments, as well as similar records
pertaining to the Florida panther’s status and habitat in Collier County.

We are writing today to partially respond to your request on behalf of the Fish and Wildlife Service.
We have partially responded to this request on October 27, 2020, February 9, 2021 and February
18,2021. We have enclosed one (1) Adobe PDF consisting of 233 pages, and one (1) KMZ file
(170 KB), which are being released to you in their entirety. We are continuing to review records
responsive to your request.

Because this is our fourth interim response to your request, we will provide notice of your appeal
rights in our final response letter.

Conclusion

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national
security records from the requirements of FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. 552(¢). This response is limited to
those records that are subject to the requirements of FOIA. This is a standard notification that is
given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do
not, exist.

If you have any questions, please contact me by phone at (303) 236-4473 or by email at
stacey_cummins@fws.gov. Thank you for contacting the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Sincerely,

STAC EY Digitally signed by
STACEY CUMMINS

CUMMINS %525

Stacey Cummins

FWS FOIA Coordinator
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