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This blue goose,
designed by J.N.
Ding Darling,
has become the
symbol of the
National Wildlife
Refuge System.

cover photo:
Wood dusck pair

Eastern Neck National Wildlife
Refuge is one of more than 560
refuges in the National Wildlife
Refuge System administered by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The
National Wildlife Refuge System is a
network of lands and waters managed
specifically for the protection of
wildlife and wildlife habitat and
represents the most comprehensive
wildlife management program

m the world. Units of the system
stretch across the United States from
northern Alaska to the Florida Keys
and include small islands in the
Caribbean and South Pacific. The
character of the refuges is as diverse
as the nation itself

The Service also manages national
fish hatcheries, and provides federal
leadership in habitat protection,

fish and wildlife research, technical
assistance, and the conservation and
protection of migratory birds, certain
marine mammals and threatened
and endangered species.

Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge, located in Kent
County on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, was established
in 1962 for the protection and management of migratory
birds.

The 2,285 acres of diversified habitat on the island, plus
the waters of the Chester River and Chesapeake Bay,
provide habitat for a wide variety of bird life. Ducks,
swans and geese concentrate around the island in late
fall and early winter. Peak concentrations occur from
November to January.

This brochure lists the birds that are found in the area
of Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge. A total of 266
species have been recorded on the refuge. Twenty-three
accidental species are also listed.
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Canada Geese

This checklist incorporates changes thorough the 60th
supplement to the seventh American Ornithological
Society checklist. It was updated in 2020 by Walter
Ellison and Nancy Martin.

Most birds are migratory, therefore, their seasonal
occurrence is coded as follows:

SEASON
Sp Spring March — May

Summer June — August
F Fall September — November
A Winter December - February
RELATIVE ABUNDANCE

a abundant
¢ common

a species which is very numerous
likely to be seen or heard in suitable
habitat

u uncommon present, but not certain to be seen
occasional seen only a few times during a season
r rare may be present but not every year
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e Birds known to nest on or near the refuge



SWANS - GEESE
____ Snow Goose
___ Greater Whi
___ Brant .........

— DUCKS

te-fronted GOOSE ...

_ Cackling GOOSE ...ccoeeereerererererrerenennes
__*Canada GOOSE .....cccceveverererererereererenenenes

__ Mute Swan

_ Tundra SWan ...

____*Wood Duck
____ Blue-winged

Teal e,

___ Northern Shoveler .......ccocevvrererenenene.

__ Gadwall ......
__ Eurasian Wi
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American Wigeon .......cccceevvevrevverennene.

__*Mallard ......

____*American Black Duck .....cccccevvueuenenee.
_ Northern Pintail .......ccccoceeeennnnenccnce.
__ Green-winged Teal ......ccccoevurrrrrreenenen

___ Canvasback
___ Redhead .....

__ Ring-necked Duck .....cccceuereurururucnnce.
_ Greater Scaup .....coocoeeeveeerererereerereenenes
_ Liesser SCaup ..occcceevererenenenieneienensienenenas

___ Surf Scoter

___ White-winged Scoter .......c.cceeevevenenee
_ Black Scoter ....vecnercvnneneecenee
_ Long-tailed DUck .......cceceeeueurururecncnce.

____ Bufflehead .

___ Common Goldeneye .......cccoeeeeeereennes
___ Hooded Merganser ........cccocevveverenenenen
_ Common Merganser ........ccceeceveennes

Red-breasted Merganser ...................

~_ Ruddy Duck

NEW WORLD QUAIL
__ Northern Bobwhite .....ccccccovururureecucce.

TURKEYS

o Wild TUPKEY .eoveveneerreeenreeeneeeeeeenenennen

GREBES

__ Pied-billed Grebe ........ccccoeererururecnnce.
Horned Grebe ......ooveeeeeeieeicecens

~ Red-necked

Grebe... e

PIGEONS — DOVES

___ Rock Pigeon
___*Mourning D

CUCKOOS

OVE aieiiitiieiititineiecteeeaees

*Yellow-billed Cuckoo .......ccoeveeveenennee.

___ Black-billed
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NIGHTJARS

Common Nighthawk ......ccceceeeerenenene.

Chuck-will’s Widow .....ccceceveererurrerenennee
__ Eastern Whip-poor-will ......................

SWIFTS
___*Chimney Swift

HUMMINGBIRDS

____*Ruby-throated Hummingbird ...........

RAILS

___e*Black Rail ........
___ Clapper Rail ....
____*King Ralil .........
___*Virginia Rail ...
S ~ 1) R

Common Gallinule ........ccceeveevevvevreenens

__ American Coot

PLOVERS

___ Black-bellied Plover .........cccocevevrveunene.
American Golden Plover ....................

eKilldeer ...........

___ Semipalmated Plover ...........ccooo.emneeee.

SANDPIPERS
___ Stilt Sandpiper
____ Sanderling .......

Dunlin ..............

Ruddy Turnstone ........cceeeeeeveecvevenenee.

__ Least Sandpiper .......cccoeveerreereenenen

White-rumped Sandpiper ..................

__ Pectoral Sandpiper ......cccoceeeerueereeccnee
___ Semipalmated Sandpiper....................

Western Sandpi
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___ Short-billed Dowitcher ...........cccu......
American WoodcocK ......ceeveeveevennen.

Wilson's Snipe .

___ Spotted Sandpiper .......ccoceeerrereenenee
___ Solitary Sandpiper .........ccceceveeerrerennnen

Willet ................

Lesser Yellowlegs .....cccoceeveveererereneenne

___ Greater Yellowlegs .....cccocevervrerereennee

GULLS — TERNS

____ Bonaparte’s Gull .......ccoovevevreninneennnne.

_ Laughing Gull .
____ Ring-billed Gull
___ Herring Gull ....

___ Lesser Black-backed Gull ..................
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___ Great Black-backed Gull ....................

___ Least Tern ..............
___ Caspian Tern ..........
___ Black Tern ..............
___ Common Tern ........
_ Forster’s Tern ........
___ Royal Tern ..............

LOONS
____ Red-throated Loon

Common Loon ......

GANNETS

___ Northern Gannet ...

CORMORANTS

____ Double-crested Cormorant ................

_ Great Cormorant ...

PELICANS

__ American White Pelican .....................

____ Brown Pelican ........

BITTERNS — HERONS

__ American Bittern ..
___ Least Bittern .........
___ Great Blue Heron ..
___ Great Egret ............
____ Snowy Egret ..........
___ Little Blue Heron ..
___ Tricolored Heron ...
___ Cattle Egret ...........

*Green Heron ..........

__ Black-crowned Night-Heron ............
___ Yellow-crowned Night-Heron ............

IBISES

___ Glossy Ibis ..............

VULTURES

___e*Black Vulture .........
____*Turkey Vulture ......

OSPREY

_ *0SPrey .ceeeeereevenenens

HAWKS — EAGLES

____ Golden Eagle ..........
____ Northern Harrier ..

__ Sharp-shinned Hawk ......cccocovurureececnce.

___ Cooper’s Hawk ......

___ Northern Goshawk
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Sp S F
___*Bald Eagle ...occevvevnreieeireennne. c u c
___ Red-shouldered Hawk ............c.c......... 0 0 o
____ Broad-winged Hawk ......ccocevevvruenennnnee 0 0
__*Red-tailed Hawk ......ccececvvuervurururcecncnee u u u
____ Rough-legged Hawk ......cccocecevvrueuenenn. r r
OWLS
_ Barn Owl . r r r
___*Eastern Screech-Owl .......ccccoeveecuceee. u u u
____*Great Horned OWl .....ccccceevvvevevueennnnee u u u
_ SNOWY OWL e
_ Barred OWl ....ooeeeeeveeneinnrniesieenenes 0 o0 o
_ Long-eared OWl .....cccccevveevrrrenuereenenee
__ Short-eared OWl .....cccocveveerenererceccnee r r
___ Northern Saw-whet Owl .................... r
Blue jay
KINGFISHERS
__ Belted Kingfisher .......ccccccevvueurunecncnce. 0 0 O
WOODPECKERS
___*Red-headed Woodpecker ................... 0 0 o0
____*Red-bellied Woodpecker .................... c c ¢
__ Yellow-bellied Sapsucker .................... u u
___*Downy Woodpecker .......c.coeeuevereuenee. c ¢ ¢
____*Hairy Woodpecker ........ccceeeverreennnne. c ¢ ¢
___*Northern Flicker ......ccccceeeevrurureeccnce. c c ¢
___ Pileated Woodpecker .........cccceveueuenee. 0O 0 o
FALCONS — CARACARAS
_ American Kestrel ......cccoceevreeenenenee u r u
 Merlin e 0O 0 o
_ Peregrine Falcon ........cccoceecuvevenecncnee. 0O 0 o
TYRANT FLYCATCHERS
____*Great Crested Flycatcher .................. ¢ ¢ u
_ Western Kingbird .......cccceervvrererennenes r
___*Eastern Kingbird .....c.cccccoeoeurrureecncnce. c c ¢
____ Olive-sided Flycatcher ..........cccoceueueue. r r
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Sp S F W Sp S
____*Kastern Wood-Pewee ......ccceuvuevueeec. c ¢ ¢ GNATCATCHERS
___ Yellow-bellied Flycatcher ................... r r ____*Blue-gray Gnatcatcher .............c......... ¢ u
___*Acadian Flycatcher ........cccooeueuecncece. u u u
___ Willow Flycatcher ........cccccevevenurenenee r 0 KINGLETS
_ Least Flycatcher .......cccococoerrueeeeecnnce. 0 ___ Golden-crowned Kinglet .................... u
___*Kastern Phoebe .....ccoevnnnrerueenene. ¢ o ¢ r ____ Ruby-crowned Kinglet ............ccu....... ¢
VIREOS THRUSHES
__*White-eyed Vireo ......ccoeovuveurvencurennas c u u __*Eastern Bluebird ........cccccceovuruniicncce. c c
___ Yellow-throated Vireo ......c.cceevueuene. 0 0 o L VBETY et 0
___ Blue-headed Vireo .......ccceevuveruvuenneee. 0 0 ___ Gray-cheeked Thrush ......ccccceeveuenneee. 0
___ Philadelphia Vireo .......ccccoeoveuveececncnee r _ Swainson’s Thrush ....cccccccevvevereeccnee. 0
_ Warbling Vireo ......cccceeeeeeveeerererverenenenee r r r _ Hermit Thrush ...c.cccevvvvvnneeennee u
___*Red-eyed VIreo .....c.ccceceeveeererererrenennee c u c __ *Wo0d Thrush ....cccceceemrveverevenerreennnnes u u
___*American Robin .....cccoceceeveeennercecncnce a ¢
JAYS - CROWS
_ *Blue Jay . c ¢ a ¢
___*American Crow .......ccececeeeeeeererceccnee c c ¢ c
_ *Fish Crow .cceceeveveneececccceereeecenene c c u o
LARKS
__ Horned Lark .....cccoceveveveveninnenirenreenenee 0 0
SWALLOWS
_ Bank Swallow .....cccceveveveveninnennnenrrenenes 0 0 o0
_* Tree SWallow .c.coceeveececvccrcrrenererccenens c ¢ ¢ r
___ Northern Rough-winged Swallow... u u u
_ Purple Martin ......cccoeeevevevernnneennee u u u MIMIC THRUSHES
__* Barn SWallow ....ccoceceevevenreninnrenennns c ¢ ¢ e Gray Cathird .....c.cooeeeeeererreererrenrennans c c
. CLfT SWALLOW eveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerreeereeseneeeens r r T e Brown ThraSher ..o ¢ c
____*Northern Mockingbird ........cccccceue... c c
CHICKADEES - TITMICE
___*Carolina Chickadee ......ccccocrrururreuenee. c ¢c ¢ ¢ STARLINGS
__ Black-capped Chickadee .................... r r ___*European Starling .......c..ccceeevverrennnne. c c
___*Tufted TitMOUSE ....ceeevrrrererrrrererrrrenennes c c c ¢
WAXWINGS
NUTHATCHES __*Cedar Waxwing ......co.eeeveemvermresmseresennns c u
___ Red-breasted Nuthatch ...................... u u u
__ White-breasted Nuthatch .................. u r u u OLD WORLD SPARROWS
___*Brown-headed Nuthatch ................... u u u u ¢ House SParrow .......eeeeeeeeseesssssensens 0o o
CREEPERS PIPITS
__ Brown Creeper .........eicunneee. u u u _American Pipit ...ccoeeveereneeeereneneennens r
WRENS FINCHES
_ *House Wren ... c ¢ u r ___ Evening Grosbeak ........ccccccoevverrrnrenes r
_ Winter Wren .....cccccceveveveeeveenererenrenenenee 0 0 o ___*House Finch ...ooceceeerererrrrerrrenenns 0 o
_ Sedge WIen .....cceceeveeneneneneensesiennnenes r r r —_ Purple Finch ..o o
o Marsh Wren ......cccoveverevenncnennnenennne O o O r ___ Common Redpoll ........ccoeruerrerrerrerrenrnne
___*Carolina Wren .......ccececeeverevrererereeccnene c c ¢ c __ Red Crossbill ......cooeeveerreereerrerreerrenrens
_ Pine SisKin .ccoeeeeerrereecccceneecenen 0

___*American Goldfinch .......cccoeuvururecncce. c c
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Sp S F W Sp S F W
SNOW BUNTING ___ Northern Parula .......ccccceveerervreeeenenes c r c
_ Snow Bunting ........cccceeeveeeneenenrereenene. r o ___ Magnolia Warbler ........ccceeevererreennnee u ¢
____ Bay-breasted Warbler ..........cccceueueeue. r 0
NEW WORLD SPARROWS ___ Blackburnian Warbler ..........cccceuueueee. 0 u
____ Grasshopper Sparrow ..........cceeceeenee. 0O 0 o __*Yellow Warbler .......cccceevrrnneeennee ¢c c u
____*Chipping Sparrow ........ccececeeeeeereerenes c ¢ ¢ o ___ Chestnut-sided Warbler ..................... u u
___*Field Sparrow ........ccceeeeverereerrerrenenenes 0 0 0 o __ Blackpoll Warbler .........ccceceuvururrerenenee. u u
_ Fox Sparrow ........ccceceeeveeeneeenenerennenenenes 0 u u ____ Black-throated Blue Warbler ............ u ¢
___American Tree Sparrow ..........c.cee..... 0 0 o _ Palm Warbler ........cccevvnnnnerevenenen u u r
_ Dark-eyed Junco ......ccceverrreruenenen. c c c ___*Pine Warbler .......ccccccevevevnnrneereenenee ¢ ¢c ¢ r
____ White-crowned Sparrow ................... 0 0 o ___ Yellow-rumped Warbler ...................... ¢ ¢ u
___ White-throated Sparrow ...........c.c...... ¢ c a __*Yellow-throated Warbler .................... u o o
_ Vesper SParrow ..........eeeeeeeenes r r r _ Prairie Warbler .......ccccoevvvnreeenene. 0 0
Seaside SParrow .........cceeeseeeeeereeenes 0 0 0 o ___ Black-throated Green Warbler .......... 0 u
_ Nelson's Sparrow .......c.cccececeeeereererenenes r ___ Canada Warbler ........ccceceverrrerrerereenenes 0 0
Savannah Sparrow ... u u u _ Wilson’s Warbler .......cccoeevereereennee r r
_ *S0NEZ SPAITOW .evevverererenreeeereresesseserenes c c c ¢ ___*Yellow-breasted Chat ......ccccceeueueueeee. u u u r
___ Lincoln's Sparrow ........ceeceeeeeeereenenes 0
_ *SWaAMP SPALTOW ..eeveverererererereersvesenerenes c r c ¢ CARDINALS — GROSBEAKS — RELATIVES
*Eastern Towhee ......ccccecevevevevererenennnnnes c ¢ ¢ u __ Summer Tanager ........cccoceevevrerreenenes r r r
___*Scarlet Tanager ........cccoceveerrerrerereenenes u o u
BLACKBIRDS ___*Northern Cardinal .......cccecervrvrrerenenene. c c ¢ ¢
_ BODbOUNK oot 0 0 ___ Rose-breasted Grosbeak .................... 0 u
Eastern Meadowlark .........cceeeveuneee. 0 0 o __*Blue Grosbeak .......ccoececveuevnnnineeccnce. c ¢ u
*Orchard Oriole .......cccceeveveereeveereennas c c o ____*Indigo Bunting ........cccecevevereenireennnnee c ¢ ¢
____*Baltimore Oriole ......ccceeveererrrrenenene. u o u r
___*Red-winged Blackbird ..........ccccc...... a c a a
____*Brown-headed Cowbird ..................... c ¢ ¢ o VAGRANTS
____ Rusty Blackbird .......ccocevevenreninrennnnn. 0 o r Fulvous Whistling-Duck Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
*Common Grackle ........cceeeeverveeennne c ¢ ¢ c Ross's Goose Fork-tailed Flycatcher
Cinnamon Teal Loggerhead Shrike
NEW WORLD WARBLERS Western Grebe Northern Shrike
_0venbird ..o u r u Sandhill Crane White-winged Crossbill
_ Worm-eating Warbler .......cccccevueueneee. r r American Avocet Lark Bunting
____ Louisiana Waterthrush ...................... r r Parasitic Jaeger Clay-colored Sparrow
___ Northern Waterthrush ..........ccccec.... u u Little Gull Henslow's Sparrow
___ Golden-winged Warbler .................... r Iceland Gull Yellow-headed Blackbird
___ Blue-winged Warbler .........ccceueveeuceee. 0 0 Black Skimmer Lawrence's Warbler
___ Black-and-white Warbler ................... ¢ c Brown Booby Painted Bunting
____ Prothonotary Warbler ..........cccoueueuene. r r r Mississippi Kite
____ Tennessee Warbler ........ccccevevenurenennn. r 0
____ Orange-crowned Warbler ................... r
___ Nashville Warbler ........cccoevervrvrreneneee r 0
___ Connecticut Warbler ........ccceevrverenenenee r
__ Mourning Warbler .......cccccoevururereecncnee r r
_ Kentucky Warbler ........cccccevvrreneneen. 0O r o
____*Common Yellowthroat ..........cccerueuene. c c ¢ r
___ Hooded Warbler .........cccovurururrrerreenenee r Please report any sightings of birds not in agreement with this
___ American Redstart ......cccoevvvrrererennnen ¢c r ¢ list to refuge staff using the contact information on the back of
___ Cape May Warbler .........ccccevrrrrrrnnnns r 0 this brochure.

__ Cerulean Warbler ........ccceceverururrerenenee r



