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26 09-16 2009 INC BS Incidental EX Polar Bear & Walrus 4602 322 01-Apr-09 1800 PB - Land BS Badami No No Level B (Non-Hazing)

Bear Den
From observer Dale Eaton 4/1/09 
8:00: Informed by Fairweather to set up at mi. 16 until further notice; instructed to close ice road if bear seen at den.
From observer Ted Queen 4/1/09 
18:00: On duty, relieved Eaton
18:55 – 18:50: Adult bear came out of den and returned w/o moving from area.
18:55 – 19:02: Adult bear came out & went about 100 yds from den then returned.
19:16: Adult bear came out, crossed road about 300 yds. Returned to den, looked inside, then went back across road for about ½ mile 
before returning to den at 19:50.
20:15: Adult bear exited den, went about 1 mile across road before returning to den area where the two cubs were now walking in the 
area.
22:30: The three crossed the road and did not return.
23:00: Periodic checks of the den area using FLIR camera indicated bears had not returned.
4/2/09  6:00: Off Duty.
From observed Dale Eaton 4/2/09
6:00: Proceed to mi 14.7 to relieve Queen, and watch den site on south side of road. Queen advised of seeing adult bear and 2 cubs 
leave den about 22:30 and head north, not returning. FLIR did not indicate activity around den area.
6:30 – 10:30: No bear activity.
From observer Ted Queen 4/2/09
18:00 – 6:00: No bear activity. Bears have not returned.
6:00: Off duty.
SEE COMMENTS

From site interaction log, Dale Eaton, observer.
3/31/09 @ 9:25 @ MP 8.8    An Arctic Fox seen for 1 min., no reaction.
4/1/09 @ 14:15 @ MP 14.7, Brooks Camp, Female PB Smelled air, briefly rolled in snow, returned to den.
4/1/09 @ 18:42 @ MP 14.8, Brooks Camp, Female PB briefly sniffed air.
This sighting links with Savant, report 4601, and BP report 4604.

(CS 04/18/13) 3

26 09-06 2009 INC BS Incidental SAV Polar Bear & Walrus 4601 312 29-Mar-09 PB - Land BS Badami No No Level B (Non-Hazing)

Possible PB Den discovered. Savant directed to assume den occupied, and mitigate traffic with established protocols from previously 
known dens along ice road (Foggy Island). Road to remain open conditional upon: 1) movement of essential traffic only, with no 
stopping at den and no use of airbreaks, horns, or backup alarms 2) vehicle speed of 15 MPH or less by den, 3) place 24-hr Monitor at 
mile 14.7, and 4) chekpoints placed on either side of den approximately 1 mile from den (miles 13 & 16). The Service worked with BPXA, 
Exxon, and Savant to implement mitigation measures ASAP. On 3/30: Zane described smaller tracks and larger tracks near the den and 
going away from the den. He only photo'd the large tracks as he didn't want to get too close to the den. Said tracks were about 100m 
from the ice road. Storm covered tracks and there was no evidence of a den opening. It was assumed that if a bear had dug a shelter 
den, it would have vacated during good weather. The Service authorized two employees (BJ and Rusty) to go check out the den site 
taking all safety precautions. While they were digging the main entrance, a bear poked her head out of the den! In order to confirm the 
occupation of the den, the Service allowed den emergence researchers to establish a camera at the den site on 3/31. April 1: 
Numerous calls were made concerning the status of the den. At about 14:15 during a conference call with BP, Exxon, and USFWS; 
USFWS received a report from the observer at mile 14.7 that the polar bear poked her head out of the den. At that point the USFWS 
closed the ice road until further notice, and the conference call was postponed until 16:00 when Savant joined in and the terms of the 
closure were discussed. The question came up of what to do with traffic already on the road that couldn't be turned around; USFWS 
allowed two hours to get all traffic off the road. (Eric Opstad raised concerns about needing a fuel truck. USFWS said it would be ok if 
they moved the truck during dayllight hours when no bears were visible and to notify USFWS when this occurred. Diane Sanzone (BP) 
sent messages to Ron and Denny requesting them to spread the word to he Secutity checkpoints about the road closure at the den 
sight.) The cubs were first reported out of the den during the 22:00 on 4/1 (Video shows one cub out at 8:00 hour of 4/1.) At 23:00 the 
female with two cubs-of-the-year abandoned the den and did not return. Cubs looked healthy and estimated at about 25 lbs., and had 
no trouble keeping up with mom, easily climbing over the snow berm by the road. SEE COMMENTS

April 2: Diane calls in the morning and is told the road is still closed. Conference call convened at 16:30 with Exxon (Phil/Rob), BP (Bruce/Diane/Bob), and USFWS (Tom) to update status. After 22:30 (4/1) 
there was no further PB sightings and the FLIR did not indicate that any bears iwere in the den. Phil/Rob asked if surveyors could look for a route south of the mile buffer zone and told this was a 
permitted activity. Questions came up as to the re-opening of the road and USFWS said it would be at least 48 hrs with no further bear activity, but it could be longer. Eric Opstad mentioned that he didn't 
think the female anad cubs would return because "she didn't look too happy in the photographs." At this point no one else on the conference call was aware of any photos of the female and cubs and 
there was some concern that this could be a considered a take. Diane said she would 'look into it'.
April 3: No further sighting or FLIR recordings of Bears. Appearently they closed the entire road, not just the 3 mile section by the den. Savant called and wanted to move a 3,000 gal Service Fueler, a 5,000 
gal (wter?) truck and 45' flatbed truck with drilling mud (essential equipment) on the closed road. The fuel truck permitted to go through on 4/1, did not go. After explaination of how bears may return for 
up to two weeks, was informed that shortages of food and water would occur if trucks did not get through. Savant mentioned that road maintenance vehicle needed permission to clear the road.Variance 
was granted that vehicles could move during daylight hours of 4/4. Security Officers were notified of the vehicles. It was asked if the road would open at 22:30 on 4/3 (48 hr period over) and told, possible 
closed through weekend;they complained about non-compliance of mitigation terms, and comprimise for potential opening was made for 4/5. Emergency conference call was set up to push for opening 
road sooner.. It was decided to allow one more night of no bear activity, road would open at 6;00am 4/4. All agreed.
April 4: No bear activity and no FLIR images indicating bear, so road opened at6:00 Saturday, 4/4.
April 17:  While reviewing the video footage of the den site, multiple mitigation measure infractions were observed. Including: 1) Speeding – 24 of 94 vehicles were classified as ‘driving fast’, 2) Driving on 
road during closure – traffic occurred with bear visible and while mitigation measures went unheeded, 3) Altering behavior of bears – At least 5 events occurred where bears were out, but no reaction 
observed, 4 events where the female was completely out of den and retreated back into den, 1 event of bear reacting to something off screen, and at least 7 events where bear had head out of den and 
reacted to vehicles by retreating back into den.

This sighting links with BP and Exxon sightings – Linked reports: 4602 (Exxon) and 4604 (BP)
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26 06-02 2006 INC BS Incidental BPX Polar Bear & Walrus 4604 191 26-Mar-09 PB - Land BS Badami No No Level B (Non-Hazing)

Den Sighting.
Thursday, March 26: Single bear reported to USFWS at mi. 14.8, ½ mi S of the ice road by Savant @ 13:00 by observer Jeremiah 
Vanderpool.
Friday, March 27
12:35: Single bear at MP 14.7 running South across road & over hill by Mike Romanello.
17:03: Email from Fairweather Exxon indicates additional bear watch is headed to scene on 3/28 flight, with instructions to monitor 
activities & document sightings.
18:57 Email to USFWS with attached PB Sighting Report.
19:13: Email from Exxon to Fairweather requesting to stop all traffic & notify EM if cub(s) observed.
Saturday, March 28
10:07: Exxon emails Fairweather w/ home phone number and to be notified immediately if bear(s) seen again in MP14.5 area.
11:00: BP reports bear tracks at MP14.7 of ice road to Savant HSE.
12:30: Zane Henning goes to MP 14.7 and takes pictures of tracks and what appears to be a den that bear emerged from.
19:42: Zane sends pictures to Craig Perham (USFWS, receives “Out of Office” reply.
Sunday, March 29
8:35 Zane forwards photos to Terry DeBruyn and Susanne Miller (USFWS) and copies Craig Perham to make sure USFWS received 
information. 
9:06: Exxon emails BJ Kirschoffer (PB International) asking if he or Rusty Robinson would check our mile 14.5 to see if a bear is in the 
area, and to coordinate with Scott Gemmell.
20:39: Craig returns Zane’s email requesting him to contact Tom Evans (USFWS), who is at Red Dog.
Monday, March 30
8:52: Zane receives email from Susanne Miller informing him of Tom Evan’s contact info and that Rusty and BJ (BYU-PBI emergence 
study team) will be contacting him to check den location.
15:00: Zane meets Rusty and BJ and finds a polar bear is still in the den.
16:00: Mike Barker, Rob Dragnich, Phil Walsh, (Exxon) Joe Serra, and Scott Gemmell (Fairweather) teleconference; advised of 
confirmed bear in den at MP 14.7 and discussed voluntary mitigation measures be imposed.   Mike and Phil spoke with Terry DeBruyn 
(USFWS) and Terry confirmed agreement with Tom Evans/Zane regarding road rules.
20:46: Zane (Savant) forwards photos of den to Rusty, BJ, and USFWS

Thursday, April 2
6:00 – 6:30: Ted Queen off, Dale Eaton on guard. (Don’t know when Ted came on)
12:46: Diane send email to Exxon, USFWS, Savant, and BP – “Sound like there is confusion as to whether or not the bear is present at this point. Guys on site have no reported in since last night. Message is 
updating everyone after conversation with USFWS, road is still closed. It will re-open when FLIR confirms bear is gone. Keep all in the loop. Thanks for standing by while we get this conflicting information 
dissected and disseminated. Crucial to keep everyone in loop, so road can be opened in timely manner for all companies impacted.”{
17:30-18:00: Ted Queen on Guard.
Friday, April 3
6:00 – 6:30: Crew Change. Dale Eaton on Guard.
16:04: Mark DeVries writes (Don’t know whether in email or??) “All players were on for a 3:30 conference with USFWS requested by Savant to discuss opening the Badami Ice Road. Savant’s request was 
for 22:30 tonight; however, USFWS arrived at Saturday morning after another night of the monitoring program that is currently in place. END/BAD Area Manager will be emailing BP Security watch reports 
to USFWS and others when they are received at shift change in morning, after which USFWS will email and opening announcement/message assuming no bear activity is observed.”
Saturday, April 4
6:00-6:30: Crew Change, Ted Queen off shift.
8:45: USFWS Issues statement – Based reports from bear watch on Friday, April 3, and from 2400 – 0600 hrs in April 4, no bears were sighted in the vicinity of the den at MP 14.7. In addition, the FLIR 
images do not indicate the presence of activity in the den. Therefore, USFWS believes that the bears have left the den site and are not returning. Thus, authorization for reopening as of 6:00, 4/4, is given. 
Appreciation for cooperation in mitigation measures for protection of bears.

This report links with reports 4601(Savant) and 4602 (Exxon)
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