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15 93-02 1993 INC BS Incidental GP Polar Bear & Walrus 2497 648 34047 920 PB - Land BS No No No Take

A survey crew consisting of one Nodwell 60 and 2 snowmachines encountered a polar bear sow at the entrance of a den. The bear was noticed at about 210 feet away from the snowmachine working in front of crew at 9:20 am. Approximate location of sight is 70 06.46N 147 11.54 W.  Survey crew 
withdraws from area at 10:00 am. All personnel are instructed to stay 1 mile away from this location.
Fixed wing overflight at 2 pm verifies den site. Steve Amstrup of FWS request on-site visual monitoring of den from distance. Observation spot was located .42mi. From approx GPS location during survey encounter. Den was clearly visible from this vantage point.  No signs of bear at this time.
See more details in comments.

3/20 - 2:30 pm: Bear was observed outside of the den. From this distance, binoculars were insufficient to see whether any cubs were out of den.  At approx 6 pm the fixed wing pilot reported from altitude 2 bears were seen outside the hole, he was unable to determine size.
3/21 - (No time given): Geco survey reports crossing PB tracks to the NW of the den location. Tracks show 2 cubs are accompanying the adult. It is believed that this is the bear who was in the den.  At 9 am observer traveled to intersect and follow the bear tracks to the boundary of the survey area.  The tracks were encountered 1/2 mile from the den and followed 
to the perimeter of the project area. Three coordinates taken on trail:
    70 07.35N   147 13.13W
    70 08.10N   147 14.00W
    70 08.25N   147 15.52W
The general direction of travel from the den was 300 degrees true. At the perimeter of survey area, could barely make out a moving yellow blur that was the bear headed out to sea.  At 11:00 am Michelle Gilders with BP was contacted. It was decided that we could now approach the den to make certain the den was vacated.
Accurate coordinates were taken at den. Size and shape were estimated and sketch made.
Den location: 70 06.57N   147 10.59 W.
(CS 10/26/11)

3
16 01-08 2001 INC BS Incidental EX Polar Bear 414                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 37175 0 PB - Land BS Flaxman Island No No Unknown Sighted 1 adult bear walking from 'possible' den into water.  10/14/01 A/C HSE Manager, while onsite, observed that 'possible' den location referred to in 10/11/01 daily report was not visible 1

17 00-19 2000 INC BS Incidental EX Polar Bear 342 19 36980 700 PB - Land BS Flaxman Island 1 No No 0.25 0.25 No Take

One adult sow moved from den area north east on pack ice, and returned to den area. Bear is about 1/4 mile from camp. 

The crew at G-2 location observed sow move northeast to icepack.  USGS helicopter landing and watched bear movement. 1
17 00-19 2000 INC BS Incidental EX Polar Bear 341 19 36979 1330 PB - Land BS Flaxman Island 4 No No 0.25 0.25 No Take One female polar bear was outside of den: at 13:30 for 30 minutes; at 15:45 sow outside den for 45 minutes; at 17:00 sow was outside den for 30 minutes.  Closest approach to camp and personnel was 1/4 mile. 1
19 01-08 2001 INC BS Incidental EX Polar Bear 420 53 37320 PB Tracks BS Flaxman Island No No No Take Visited den with Tony Fischbach and John Bridges who took data on den.  Tracks of adult bear around den.  Satellite data reports bear to be 16 miles ENE of den 1
21 01-08 2001 INC BS Incidental EX Polar Bear 407 53 37335 PB Research BS Flaxman Island No No No Take Sighted 1 cub only looking for short periods from den.  Observed from .3 miles sw with Ean Martin (NPS) and Kristen Simac (USGS).  Additionally, den was observed from .6 mile snow mound, no bear seen leaving or around den at 10:00am 1 407

21 01-08 2001 INC BS Incidental EX Polar Bear 404 53 37327 PB Research BS Flaxman Island No No Unknown
Sighted 1 female bear and cubs outside den upon arrival at observation point at 06:30.  They then moved to a mound of snow about 300 yards away from Tucker (southwest) and rested & nursed.  At 1615 bears quickly started moving nnw.  Watched until almost o

3 404

21 01-08 2001 INC BS Incidental EX Polar Bear 403 53 37325 PB Research BS Flaxman Island No No No Take
Sighted 1 female bear and two cubs.  Bears were out of den when observers arrived at viewing site, 750 yards from den.  They stayed out of den until ~ 10:30, then went inside not to be seen again during viewing period.  Observed with Steve Partridge and K

3 403
21 01-08 2001 INC BS Incidental EX Polar Bear 402 53 37324 PB Research BS Flaxman Island 5 No No No Take Sighted 1 female bear and 2 cubs.  Bears were looking from den, outside of den, excavating day bed, resting, nursing, moving away from den.  Observed over 5 hour period.  With USGS biologist Steve Partridge and Mike Barker (ExxonMobil) 3 402

21 01-08 2001 INC BS Incidental EX Polar Bear 421 53 37320 PB Research BS Flaxman Island No No No Take
Sighted 1 female bear that looked out of den briefly.  Observed from a point 500 7ards NE of den location.  Tracks observed above and behind den.  Den opening is large, estimated 3-4 feet high and 2-3 feet wide.  All obsereved by Tony Fischbach and John B

1 421
23 01-08 2001 INC BS Incidental EX Polar Bear 405 53 37699 PB Research BS Flaxman Island No No No Take Sighted 1 female and cub.  Observed from .6 mile snow mound with Kristen Simac and Tom Smith.  Bears seen repeatedly looking out of den 2 405

23 01-08 2001 INC BS Incidental EX Polar Bear 401 53 37688 PB Research BS Flaxman Island No No Level B (Non-Hazing)
Sightd 1 Female bear and 2 cubs.  Bears looked from den several times during day and came out at approx. 5:35 for about 5 minutes.  They appeared to be disturbed by a sound from the east and quickly re-entered den, not to emerge again for the observation Appeared disturbed disturbed by a sound from the east and re-entered den.

3 401

25 06-GAP-02 2006 GAP BS Incidental CPAI Polar Bear & Walrus 973 209 38803 659 PB - Land BS Alpine 24 No No 400 No Take

Bear came out of den.  See attached polar bear sighting journal time line POLAR BEAR SIG H TING  JOURNAL TIMELINE From Purcell Security

27 March 2006

06:29   SOW POLAR BEAR EXITS DEN WITH  1 CUB 

06:32   SOW AND CUB ENTER DEN 

08:56   SOW AND 2 CUBS EXIT DEN MILL AROUND AREA WITH  IN 6-10 

        YARDS 

09:47   SOW AND 2 CUBS ENTER DEN 

11:59   SOW AD 2 CUBS EXIT DEN AND START MOVING  NORTH / NORTH WEST, ONE CUB DISPLAYING  WEAKNESS, SOW CONTINUALLY H AVING  TO COME BACK AND COAX IT ALONG

12:37   2 RAVENS FLY VERY CLOSE TO WEAKER CUB, SOW REACTS AND PULLS IN CUBS.  RAVENS LAND CLOSE BY 

12:41   RAVENS LEAVE, SOW NURSES CUBS 

13:22   SOW AND CUBS START MOVING  NORTH / NORTH WEST (N/ NW), SECOND CUB STILL LAG G ING  BEH IND 

13:29   RAVENS FLY VERY CLOSE TO WEAKER CUB, SOW REACTS AND PULLS IN CUBS,, RAVENS LAND 

13:35   RAVENS FLY OFF, SOW AND CUBS KEEP MOVING  N/ NW 

13:45   SOW AND CUBS APPROXIMATLEY ¾ MILE FROM DEN 

14:03   SOW AND CUBS STOP, POSSIBLY NURSING  

15:37   SOW AND CUBS START MOVING  AG AIN N/ NW 

16:08   SOW CLIMBS UP OVER PENG O BLUFF, CUBS NOT ABLE TO CLIMB UP, STOP FOR A BREAK 

16:20   SOW STARTS TO DIG  WH AT APPEARS TO BE A POSSIBLE DEN 

16:25   SOW LAYS DOWN WITH  CUBS 

16:27   SOW G ETS UP CLIMBS H ILL, CUBS TRY BUT FAIL, SOW MILLS AROUND 
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CONTINUATION OF 

POLAR BEAR SIG H TING  JOURNAL TIMELINE

27 March 2006

16:34   SOW STARTS DIG G ING  AG AIN, SAME SPOT 

17:30   SOW LAYING  IN DEN BUT PARTIAL BODY EXPOSED 

17:38   SOW CONTINUES TO DIG  

17:49   SOW NOW INSIDE DEN, NOT ABLE TO SEE H ER 

17:52   SOW DIG G ING  AG AIN 

18:30   SOW APPEARS TO BE DONE DIG G ING , MOVING  AROUND AREA 

18:41   SOW ENTERS DEN 

18:55   RELIEF OFFICER REPLACES ME ON LOCATION, BRIEFED H IM ON ACTIVITY 

LOCATION OF ORIG INAL DEN 

FROM G PS N70.24.340’  W150.52.804’   FROM TH IS LOCATION, DEN IS LOCATED APROXIMATELY 250-300 YARDS ALONG  TH E NORTH WEST SIDE OF TH E RIVER BANK

LOCATION OF SECOND DEN 

FROM G PS N70.24.496’  W 150.52.862’  FROM TH IS LOCATION IT IS LOCATED DUE NORTH  APPROXIMATLY 1.25 – 1.5 MILES ON A PENG O WITH  A CUT BLUFF FACING  SOUTH

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

"Rea, Caryn" <Caryn.Rea@conocophillips .com> 

03/ 27/ 2006 05:16 PM	To

<Craig_Perham@fws.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject

FW: CD-3 #5 bridge cross ing

	

	

	H istory:	

This  message has  been forwarded.

3

Fyi. Lets  talk in the morning.  9 am? 

caryn 

Caryn L. Rea 

Sr. Staff Biologis t 

(907) 265-6515 phone 

(907) 265-6216 fax 

(907) 229-8972 cell (NEW!) 

H ave a great day! 

<<Rea, Caryn.vcf>> 

 -----Original Message----- 

From:   ALP Env Coord  

Sent:   Monday, March 27, 2006 4:26 PM 

To:     Rea, Caryn; ALP Survey Mgr; Uselmann, Charles  E. 

Cc:     Belman, Roger (LDZX); H arth, Justin 

Subject:        RE: CD-3 #5 bridge cross ing 

Caryn, 

H aven't consolidated your recommendations  into the enclosed document yet, 

but will do so.  We need a Plan for this  Cross ing and we need a hand out 

for the crew and probably need to send out an alert (s ince it's  already 

been done by Security and was  requested by Ted Cipra).  

4:18 pm Latest from Security Bear Watch is  the sow and cubs  are about 1.5 

miles  N-NE from the den.  One cub she's  had to s top several times  and go 

back for.  Two ravens  began to harass  the cub that fell behind each time 

that it occurred until the sow stopped to feed it.  KSOP wants  to go to 

the den as  soon as  they know she has  abandoned it.  Security said he hopes  

they do not do that too soon. 

We couldn't get the range-finder to read the polar bear.  Poss ibly LCMF 

can survey the den location.  Some survey tri-pods  are on-s ite over by the 

river VSM's . As  far as  activity goes , the crew was  mainly welding and 

moving large VSM pipe around the pad.  Not a lot of clanking when I was  

present for about 60 minutes  between 11-12 noon only small movements  on 

pad with equipment and materials .  It appeared the crew was  allowing the 

s lurry around the cas ing to set up.  The cas ings  are being s lurried into 

the riverbed and pipees  will be placed ins ide

25 06-GAP-02 2006 GAP BS Incidental CPAI Polar Bear & Walrus 972 209 38802 1900 PB - Land BS Alpine 24 No No 400 Level B (Non-Hazing) Denning sow hovering around den with small cub.  Sow seemed to ignore human activity which was happening approx 1/4 mile away. Only one cub was out at this time. 3

25 06-GAP-02 2006 GAP BS Incidental CPAI Polar Bear & Walrus 971 209 38800 1748 PB - Land BS Alpine No No 400 Level B (Hazing)

Reported bear at den site 400m downstream of river crossing #5 to CD3.

Reported by construction crew - not located by security- Aircraft unable to locate.

Back dated from 26 Mar to show that they had a bear observation on Friday, originally from an unsubstantiated bear observation, i.e. security could not confirm the original sighting by a field worker most likely because the bear disappeared into the den.  Told to CJP by Shellie Cosgrove (CPAI HSE-Alpine).

This bear family was eventually disturbed from the den site.  LE investigated.  

It was an extensive session - from Friday to Monday (24- 27 Mar 06).

3

25 06-03 2006 INC BS Incidental CPAI Polar Bear & Walrus 1983 192 38800 1748 PB - Land BS Alpine Unknown No Level B (Non-Hazing)

Reported by construction crew.  Not located by security.  Aircraft unable to locate.
Note:  This escalated into an unauthorized level B  and possibly Level A harassment and a NOV was issued.  Sow with 2 cubs at den.

"Alpine bear den"

extensive record in paper file 

FWS gives CPAI an NOV.  CPAI eventually pays $30K into a NFWF acct - no culpability - $10K/bear

POLAR BEAR SIGHTING JOURNAL TIMELINE
27 March 2006
06:29   SOW POLAR BEAR EXITS DEN WITH 1 CUB 
06:32   SOW AND CUB ENTER DEN 
08:56   SOW AND 2 CUBS EXIT DEN MILL AROUND AREA WITH IN 6-10 
        YARDS 
09:47   SOW AND 2 CUBS ENTER DEN 
11:59   SOW AD 2 CUBS EXIT DEN AND START MOVING NORTH/NORTHWEST, ONE CUB DISPLAYING WEAKNESS, SOW CONTINUALLY HAVING TO COME BACK AND COAX IT ALONG
12:37   2 RAVENS FLY VERY CLOSE TO WEAKER CUB, SOW REACTS AND PULLS IN CUBS.  RAVENS LAND CLOSE BY 
12:41   RAVENS LEAVE, SOW NURSES CUBS 
13:22   SOW AND CUBS START MOVING NORTH/NORTHWEST (N/NW), SECOND CUB STILL LAGGING BEHIND 
13:29   RAVENS FLY VERY CLOSE TO WEAKER CUB, SOW REACTS AND PULLS IN CUBS,, RAVENS LAND 
13:35   RAVENS FLY OFF, SOW AND CUBS KEEP MOVING N/NW 
13:45   SOW AND CUBS APPROXIMATLEY ¾ MILE FROM DEN 
14:03   SOW AND CUBS STOP, POSSIBLY NURSING 
15:37   SOW AND CUBS START MOVING AGAIN N/NW 
16:08   SOW CLIMBS UP OVER PENGO BLUFF, CUBS NOT ABLE TO CLIMB UP, STOP FOR A BREAK 
16:20   SOW STARTS TO DIG WHAT APPEARS TO BE A POSSIBLE DEN 
16:25   SOW LAYS DOWN WITH CUBS 
16:27   SOW GETS UP CLIMBS HILL, CUBS TRY BUT FAIL, SOW MILLS AROUND 
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CONTINUATION OF 
POLAR BEAR SIGHTING JOURNAL TIMELINE
27 March 2006

16:34   SOW STARTS DIGGING AGAIN, SAME SPOT 
17:30   SOW LAYING IN DEN BUT PARTIAL BODY EXPOSED 
17:38   SOW CONTINUES TO DIG 
17:49   SOW NOW INSIDE DEN, NOT ABLE TO SEE HER 
17:52   SOW DIGGING AGAIN 3

26 09-16 2009 INC BS Incidental EX Polar Bear & Walrus 4602 322 39904 1800 PB - Land BS Badami No No Level B (Non-Hazing)

Bear Den
From observer Dale Eaton 4/1/09 
8:00: Informed by Fairweather to set up at mi. 16 until further notice; instructed to close ice road if bear seen at den.
From observer Ted Queen 4/1/09 
18:00: On duty, relieved Eaton
18:55 – 18:50: Adult bear came out of den and returned w/o moving from area.
18:55 – 19:02: Adult bear came out & went about 100 yds from den then returned.
19:16: Adult bear came out, crossed road about 300 yds. Returned to den, looked inside, then went back across road for about ½ mile before returning to den at 19:50.
20:15: Adult bear exited den, went about 1 mile across road before returning to den area where the two cubs were now walking in the area.
22:30: The three crossed the road and did not return.
23:00: Periodic checks of the den area using FLIR camera indicated bears had not returned.
4/2/09  6:00: Off Duty.
From observed Dale Eaton 4/2/09
6:00: Proceed to mi 14.7 to relieve Queen, and watch den site on south side of road. Queen advised of seeing adult bear and 2 cubs leave den about 22:30 and head north, not returning. FLIR did not indicate activity around den area.
6:30 – 10:30: No bear activity.
From observer Ted Queen 4/2/09
18:00 – 6:00: No bear activity. Bears have not returned.
6:00: Off duty.
SEE COMMENTS

From site interaction log, Dale Eaton, observer.
3/31/09 @ 9:25 @ MP 8.8    An Arctic Fox seen for 1 min., no reaction.
4/1/09 @ 14:15 @ MP 14.7, Brooks Camp, Female PB Smelled air, briefly rolled in snow, returned to den.
4/1/09 @ 18:42 @ MP 14.8, Brooks Camp, Female PB briefly sniffed air.
This sighting links with Savant, report 4601, and BP report 4604.

(CS 04/18/13)
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26 09-06 2009 INC BS Incidental SAV Polar Bear & Walrus 4601 312 39901 PB - Land BS Badami No No Level B (Non-Hazing)

Possible PB Den discovered. Savant directed to assume den occupied, and mitigate traffic with established protocols from previously known dens along ice road (Foggy Island). Road to remain open conditional upon: 1) movement of essential traffic only, with no stopping at den and no use of 
airbreaks, horns, or backup alarms 2) vehicle speed of 15 MPH or less by den, 3) place 24-hr Monitor at mile 14.7, and 4) chekpoints placed on either side of den approximately 1 mile from den (miles 13 & 16). The Service worked with BPXA, Exxon, and Savant to implement mitigation measures 
ASAP. On 3/30: Zane described smaller tracks and larger tracks near the den and going away from the den. He only photo'd the large tracks as he didn't want to get too close to the den. Said tracks were about 100m from the ice road. Storm covered tracks and there was no evidence of a den 
opening. It was assumed that if a bear had dug a shelter den, it would have vacated during good weather. The Service authorized two employees (BJ and Rusty) to go check out the den site taking all safety precautions. While they were digging the main entrance, a bear poked her head out of the 
den! In order to confirm the occupation of the den, the Service allowed den emergence researchers to establish a camera at the den site on 3/31. April 1: Numerous calls were made concerning the status of the den. At about 14:15 during a conference call with BP, Exxon, and USFWS; USFWS 
received a report from the observer at mile 14.7 that the polar bear poked her head out of the den. At that point the USFWS closed the ice road until further notice, and the conference call was postponed until 16:00 when Savant joined in and the terms of the closure were discussed. The 
question came up of what to do with traffic already on the road that couldn't be turned around; USFWS allowed two hours to get all traffic off the road. (Eric Opstad raised concerns about needing a fuel truck. USFWS said it would be ok if they moved the truck during dayllight hours when no bears 
were visible and to notify USFWS when this occurred. Diane Sanzone (BP) sent messages to Ron and Denny requesting them to spread the word to he Secutity checkpoints about the road closure at the den sight.) The cubs were first reported out of the den during the 22:00 on 4/1 (Video shows one 
cub out at 8:00 hour of 4/1.) At 23:00 the female with two cubs-of-the-year abandoned the den and did not return. Cubs looked healthy and estimated at about 25 lbs., and had no trouble keeping up with mom, easily climbing over the snow berm by the road. SEE COMMENTS

April 2: Diane calls in the morning and is told the road is still closed. Conference call convened at 16:30 with Exxon (Phil/Rob), BP (Bruce/Diane/Bob), and USFWS (Tom) to update status. After 22:30 (4/1) there was no further PB sightings and the FLIR did not indicate that any bears iwere in the den. Phil/Rob asked if surveyors could look for a route south of the mile 
buffer zone and told this was a permitted activity. Questions came up as to the re-opening of the road and USFWS said it would be at least 48 hrs with no further bear activity, but it could be longer. Eric Opstad mentioned that he didn't think the female anad cubs would return because "she didn't look too happy in the photographs." At this point no one else on the 
conference call was aware of any photos of the female and cubs and there was some concern that this could be a considered a take. Diane said she would 'look into it'.
April 3: No further sighting or FLIR recordings of Bears. Appearently they closed the entire road, not just the 3 mile section by the den. Savant called and wanted to move a 3,000 gal Service Fueler, a 5,000 gal (wter?) truck and 45' flatbed truck with drilling mud (essential equipment) on the closed road. The fuel truck permitted to go through on 4/1, did not go. After 
explaination of how bears may return for up to two weeks, was informed that shortages of food and water would occur if trucks did not get through. Savant mentioned that road maintenance vehicle needed permission to clear the road.Variance was granted that vehicles could move during daylight hours of 4/4. Security Officers were notified of the vehicles. It 
was asked if the road would open at 22:30 on 4/3 (48 hr period over) and told, possible closed through weekend;they complained about non-compliance of mitigation terms, and comprimise for potential opening was made for 4/5. Emergency conference call was set up to push for opening road sooner.. It was decided to allow one more night of no bear activity, 
road would open at 6;00am 4/4. All agreed.
April 4: No bear activity and no FLIR images indicating bear, so road opened at6:00 Saturday, 4/4.
April 17:  While reviewing the video footage of the den site, multiple mitigation measure infractions were observed. Including: 1) Speeding – 24 of 94 vehicles were classified as ‘driving fast’, 2) Driving on road during closure – traffic occurred with bear visible and while mitigation measures went unheeded, 3) Altering behavior of bears – At least 5 events occurred 
where bears were out, but no reaction observed, 4 events where the female was completely out of den and retreated back into den, 1 event of bear reacting to something off screen, and at least 7 events where bear had head out of den and reacted to vehicles by retreating back into den.

This sighting links with BP and Exxon sightings – Linked reports: 4602 (Exxon) and 4604 (BP)

(CS 04/18/13)
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26 06-02 2006 INC BS Incidental BPX Polar Bear & Walrus 4604 191 39898 PB - Land BS Badami No No Level B (Non-Hazing)

Den Sighting.
Thursday, March 26: Single bear reported to USFWS at mi. 14.8, ½ mi S of the ice road by Savant @ 13:00 by observer Jeremiah Vanderpool.
Friday, March 27
12:35: Single bear at MP 14.7 running South across road & over hill by Mike Romanello.
17:03: Email from Fairweather Exxon indicates additional bear watch is headed to scene on 3/28 flight, with instructions to monitor activities & document sightings.
18:57 Email to USFWS with attached PB Sighting Report.
19:13: Email from Exxon to Fairweather requesting to stop all traffic & notify EM if cub(s) observed.
Saturday, March 28
10:07: Exxon emails Fairweather w/ home phone number and to be notified immediately if bear(s) seen again in MP14.5 area.
11:00: BP reports bear tracks at MP14.7 of ice road to Savant HSE.
12:30: Zane Henning goes to MP 14.7 and takes pictures of tracks and what appears to be a den that bear emerged from.
19:42: Zane sends pictures to Craig Perham (USFWS, receives “Out of Office” reply.
Sunday, March 29
8:35 Zane forwards photos to Terry DeBruyn and Susanne Miller (USFWS) and copies Craig Perham to make sure USFWS received information. 
9:06: Exxon emails BJ Kirschoffer (PB International) asking if he or Rusty Robinson would check our mile 14.5 to see if a bear is in the area, and to coordinate with Scott Gemmell.
20:39: Craig returns Zane’s email requesting him to contact Tom Evans (USFWS), who is at Red Dog.
Monday, March 30
8:52: Zane receives email from Susanne Miller informing him of Tom Evan’s contact info and that Rusty and BJ (BYU-PBI emergence study team) will be contacting him to check den location.
15:00: Zane meets Rusty and BJ and finds a polar bear is still in the den.
16:00: Mike Barker, Rob Dragnich, Phil Walsh, (Exxon) Joe Serra, and Scott Gemmell (Fairweather) teleconference; advised of confirmed bear in den at MP 14.7 and discussed voluntary mitigation measures be imposed.   Mike and Phil spoke with Terry DeBruyn (USFWS) and Terry confirmed 
agreement with Tom Evans/Zane regarding road rules.
20:46: Zane (Savant) forwards photos of den to Rusty, BJ, and USFWS
21:09: BP reports in an email that BJ and Rusty encountered a PB in newly discovered den 100 meters south of ice road @ MP14.7. Den is in plain view of road. Zane reported to Craig and asked Geoff for FLIR camera.
Tuesday, March 31
04:50: Exxon receives email of details of den emergence. Entrance could not be seen so BJ and Rusty ‘probed around with no results. A hole was excavated, and den examined. Nothing could be seen, and it felt as if hole was in wrong place. A second hole was excavated and female bear 
appeared. All parties quickly vacated area.
08:46 Zane emails BP with pictures of camera set up. No pictures of bears are included in set of photos.
10:39: BP forwards photos (does not say to whom)
11:33: Diane Sanzone (BP) emails Craig and offers to get map made, and asks what mitigation measures will be put in place to protect bears.
13:47: Diane calls Security to prioritize use of FLIR camera.
13:59: Diane double checks with Zane via email that all procedures have been followed and sighting report sent to USFWS.
14:18: Craig left a voicemail for Rob Dragnich (Exxon) to advise of requirement of mitigation measures discussed including a 24 hr guard. Voicemail also suggests of road closure if bear(s) emerged again, but it wasn’t really clear.
14:45 Diane sends following to all Security and field ops Personnel:
Below are actions to date and future actions by our PB crew in the field and potential upcoming actions by USFWS in relation to newly discovered den at MP 14.7, 125 meters off Savant ice road.
Actions to Date: 1) Examined the den and found a bear occupying the den (3/31). 2) PB crew (at direction of USFWS) setting up a camera at the den. 3) Double checking to make sure Savant has filed PB Sighting Report with USFWS (Not just call.)
Planned Actions: 1) Hoping to obtain FLIR unit from Security to monitor den. 2) Exxon is setting

Thursday, April 2
6:00 – 6:30: Ted Queen off, Dale Eaton on guard. (Don’t know when Ted came on)
12:46: Diane send email to Exxon, USFWS, Savant, and BP – “Sound like there is confusion as to whether or not the bear is present at this point. Guys on site have no reported in since last night. Message is updating everyone after conversation with USFWS, road is still closed. It will re-open when FLIR confirms bear is gone. Keep all in the loop. Thanks for standing 
by while we get this conflicting information dissected and disseminated. Crucial to keep everyone in loop, so road can be opened in timely manner for all companies impacted.”{
17:30-18:00: Ted Queen on Guard.
Friday, April 3
6:00 – 6:30: Crew Change. Dale Eaton on Guard.
16:04: Mark DeVries writes (Don’t know whether in email or??) “All players were on for a 3:30 conference with USFWS requested by Savant to discuss opening the Badami Ice Road. Savant’s request was for 22:30 tonight; however, USFWS arrived at Saturday morning after another night of the monitoring program that is currently in place. END/BAD Area Manager 
will be emailing BP Security watch reports to USFWS and others when they are received at shift change in morning, after which USFWS will email and opening announcement/message assuming no bear activity is observed.”
Saturday, April 4
6:00-6:30: Crew Change, Ted Queen off shift.
8:45: USFWS Issues statement – Based reports from bear watch on Friday, April 3, and from 2400 – 0600 hrs in April 4, no bears were sighted in the vicinity of the den at MP 14.7. In addition, the FLIR images do not indicate the presence of activity in the den. Therefore, USFWS believes that the bears have left the den site and are not returning. Thus, authorization 
for reopening as of 6:00, 4/4, is given. Appreciation for cooperation in mitigation measures for protection of bears.

This report links with reports 4601(Savant) and 4602 (Exxon)

(CS 04/19/13)
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30 10-04 2010 INC BS Incidental EX Polar Bear 2004 351 40286 955 PB - Land BS Point Thomson 72 No No 65 Level B (Non-Hazing)

Female emerged from a den approximatley 65m from Exxon iceroad at MP 36.5 on 18 April.  Stayed at least until 20 April.  Active throughout day of April 20, but no activity that evening.  Heavy mitigation - road closure until 23 April.  See comments for timeline.  

As a result of mitigation bear is not harassed and is assumed to have abandoned the den naturally.

----- Original Message -----
    From: Craig Perham
    Sent: 04/23/2010 11:39 AM YDT
    To: Terry DeBruyn
    Cc: Thomas Evans
    Subject: Exxon iceroad bear den
Hey Terry,

Here's a quick synopsis of the events surrounding the active bear den at MP36 on the Exxon ice road.  

4/18 Sun:  I'm notified by Exxon that an AF2COY is in the area visual crossing the road - S to N.  Den site appears to be 65 m N of ice road.  Road closed.  I notify Tom and Christopher.  

4/19 Mon: Exxon bear monitors watch bear and den on closed ice road.  Tom and I have phone confs with Exxon to establish procedures.  Set up morning and afternoon calls for the duration of the event.  		Send Christopher up north to monitor for us.  No cameras available so 24-hr monitoring with eyes is best resource we have with support from potential FLIR 
images.  Christopher takes the 		evening shift with bear monitor.  Location of the den is such that we need to go on the ice to get clear visuals of den site and bears.  	Exxon provides a Tucker for that purpose.  			Christopher monitors den site from 400m.  Bears still active. 

4/20 Tues:  Road closed. Bears active during the day shift.  Two meetings with Exxon.  Action items:  Try to get a FLIR image of the den entrance, hopefully with bears in it, as a baseline thermal image for 		later comparison when we suspect bears have abandoned.  Exxon preps for rolligon travel of supplies outside the one-mile buffer of the den.  Heavy fog in 
evening prevents FLIR 			images.  Bears not observed during the foggy evening shift.  

4/21 Wed:  Road closed.  No sightings of the bears during the day shift.  Discussion that bears may have abandoned Tues night/early Weds morn during the fog.  We establish that 48-hours of no activity 		will occur before road reopens.  The "no-activity" clock starts at the 9:30 Weds. meeting.  If bear is seen, then clock resets.  Exxon runs supplies outside the one-
mile buffer using rolligons.  		Night shift tasked with cutting tracks.  Find family tracks heading north and a set coming back south to the den site.  Tracks inconclusive.  No bear activity during the night shift.  

4/22 Thurs:   Road closed.  Monitoring continues.  No bear activity during the day shift.  Exxon preps for road opening after Fri 9.30 am meeting.  Night shift tasked with cutting tracks again and moving 		closer (up to 100m) to get FLIR image of den entrance.  They find: no bear activity, no new tracks, no heat signature above ambient of den entrance, no new tracks 
in vicinity of den.  			Monitor den site at 100m.  

4/23 Fri:   Road re-opened at 9:30 meeting after 48-hrs of no activity.  Ice road open to normal operating conditions.  Bear monitor to watch den site for any activity as traffic moves behind it along the ice 		road for 2 hours after first vehicle passes.   

The event and communication between FWS and Exxon went well.  Exxon had good operating procedures.  I don' feel this bear was impacted in any way by Exxon's activities other than the standard minimal disturbance of the initial sighting when they were observed crossing the road.  This initial event was covered under Exxon's LOA.  The ability to put Christopher 
in the field was a great asset for us and I get the sense that Exxon was relieved that he was there as our representative.  The largest positive impact of a FWS presence (Christopher) I believe was to the Exxon field personnel where miscommunication often occurs.  Christopher was able to get a hand on anything that wasn't working quite right or 
miscommunication, such as tasking, and bring it to our attention sooner and quicker so we could adjust things to make the operation run smoother.  

I can debrief you in more detail next week.  

Regards,
Craig
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31 11-14 2011 INC BS Incidental ENI Polar Bear 3340 396 40620 820 PB - Land BS Spy Island Drillsite 30 No No 50 50 No Take

Bear pushed up through snow drift, stuck its head up, then went back into den. Attractant is listed as the snow srift.

No deterrents used.

(CS 9/10/12) 1

32 11-22 2011 INC BS Incidental CPAI Polar Bear 6300 404 41976 2225 PB - Land BS Kuparuk 5 Yes No 761 No Take

Initial Behavior: Bear observed on tailings pile at freshly excavated den. 

Contact Behavior:  Bear was not seen on subsequent flyby.  Presumed the bear was in the den.  

Description of Encounter:  Observation only. Bear did not react to plane.

Attractant: Den

Bear was observed during den survey.

1

33 14-02 2014 INC BS Incidental SAE Polar Bear 5907 537 41720 1230 PB - Land BS 10 No No 275 14848 No Take
Sub/rep and ice checker were sent to confirm a plossible bear den.  At 11:40, den was confirmed, heading to line to fet near other co-workers, they reported bear sighting, per sub-rep William Leavitt, Adult female with one alive and one dead cub. Crew was informed to leave area and to stay over 
a mile away in each direction.

Possibly 5903 <moved from retired Animal_Seen_Before_Desc, kdobelbower, 05/18/2016>.
3

33 14-02 2014 INC BS Incidental SAE Polar Bear 5903 537 41719 2330 PB - Land BS Colville River Delta 24 No No 800 No Take Mother and one cub sighted NW of possible bear den in a pressure ridge. Adult bear was dragging a presumed carcass of a dead animal. Crew followed bears overnight. 2

34 13-14 2013 INC BS Incidental ENI Polar Bear 6550 504 42015 1240 PB - Land BS Yes No 0 Level B (Non-Hazing)

1/11/15: Bear was observed digging into the side of a hill near the Oxbow gravel pit. It was believed that the
bear had a den, but no cubs were seen. Bear den was monitored closely, but the bear was not seen again until 2-26-15. After that date, she was observed near the den entrance regularly until 3-7-2015, when she was last observed traveling NE from the east dock  and DSL area. See attached 
summary of the observation reports. See also M:\Regulatory_Program\Incidental_Intentional take\Incidents-Dens & Lethal Take\Den PUT 23 Prudhoe Bay 2015

One Level B take. "03-05-15: The bear latercame out again, but Security lost sight of her until she reappeared within 30 ft of the truck. Security backed up their vehicle and the bear returned to her den." <changed from No take by Kimberly Klein, after careful review of the observations and with consideration for denning females>
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35 16-12 2016 INC BS Incidental CEA Polar Bear 6403 797 42681 1320 PB - Land BS Unknown No 100 0 Level B (Non-Hazing)

Driving along the edge of Nuna Pad. Bear emerged from a den on the edge of the pad and departed to the north. Bear was very large for a sow, and in very good condition . Observers left the area imediately and access to the pad has been blocked. Observer verbally reported that the bear was 
possibly the biggest sow he's seen and he initially thought it was a boar. Her belly hung almost to the ground.

This sighting occurred on Nov. 7, which is early for a bear to establish a maternity den. It is possible that she was excavating to investigate den sites and test snow conditions rather than to select a long term den. The bear was observed on a security patrol, but the pad was not active at the time of the sighting and there is no planned activity there in the 
upcoming winter season. Caelus agreed to restrict access and remain clear of the area. The area will be included in this season's FLIR survey to determine whether a den site is remains in this location. It is unknown wheter she will return or would have stayed in this site throughout the winter. The closest facilities other than the NDS1 pad are CPAI's 3S pad at 2 
miles from the site, and the Helmericks homestead at 3 miles away.
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37 16-14 2016 INC BS Incidental BPX Polar Bear & Walrus 6833 810 43181 1505 PB - Land BS Prudhoe Bay-East Operating Unit L5 Pad near Niakuk Yes No 400 384 Unknown

3-22-2018, 15:05:  Description of encounter/other bear behavior:_Contractor called_LPC operator_about spotting a Sow and 2 cubs about 80 yards south of L5 pad. LPC contacted Dispatch who sent Security to locate the Polar Bear and cubs. Bears located approximately 100-150 yards South of 
the road going into L5. [Distances were initially reported at 100-150, which was later confirmed to be wrong. The actual distances were 400 to 450 yds]. Sow did not appear to have a collar and the cubs look to be this years. The Bears stayed within 100 meters from the first sighting going back 
and forth along a ridge line. Sow was digging along the downside of the ridge line. 1505 to_18:15 Relieved_by 253

3-22-2018, 18:10: Playing w/ cubs, digging in ground and laying around. Did not seem bothered by traffic in area. Relieved by at 2000 by 207 Woldstad. At approx. 2030 hrs, female began acting curious. Snow blower was working about 1/2 mi away. Female began walking toward blower w/ cubs 
following. Blower Shut down and bear turned and slowly walked back to area of digging and at 2034 hrs, disappeared. I attempted to locate with thermal imaging camera but did not see them. I went back to area at 0100, 0340 and 0420 hrs but was unable to locate the bears again. 18:15 to 
20:34

3/23/2018, 08:20:  At first light returned to area were sow and two cubs observed yesterday.  Bears were last observed at about 8:34pm on 3/22/18.  Periodic checks with flir camera during the night revealed no bears.  Returned to area at 0820 am at dawn. No bears were observed in the area.  
BP Env Notified. FLiR camera was brought out and was unable to pick up any signature of the bears.    At 1157 AM, Security  departed the area due to deteriorating road conditions & drifting.  Will conduct periodic checks as long as road remains passable.

3-23-2018, 14:00:Returned to area to see if bears were visible. No sign of bears Snow removal equipment cleared roadway and did not appear to disturb the bears. Remained on scene until relieved by Ofc Bates at 1750.

023-23-2018, 17:50 :Relieved Ofc. Brown.  No sign of bears in the area. Maybe in den. Remained at location until relieved by 257 Woldstad. Scanned area with thermal camera and was unable to locate the bears. Stayed in area scanning until 213o hours

3-24/2018, 06:55: Believed to be in possible den.  FLiR conducted by Shannon Carver @ 0710 - 0724, No heat signature detected.  Relieved by Jared Scott at 0757.   Bears were not observed during this observation period.

03/24/2018, 07:57: No visual sighting of the bears.  Security Departed the area at 1000 hours due to the road becoming impassable by high winds and drifting snow.: Returned to the area to monitor site during snow removal on roadway.  Initially unable to get close to den area due to road 
conditions.  Roads and Pads arrived at 1310 and began snow removal.  At approximately 1324 hours, I was able to get a visual sighting of the sow and cubs on a mound approximately 400 meters south of the L-5 access road and about 600 meters west of the L-5 Pad.  During the snow removal 
operations neither the sow or cubs appeared to be concerned by snow removal equipment (blade and blower) working.  The sow was occupied either eating exposed grass or snow and the cubs were rolling around in the snow wrestling.  Relieved by Phil Brown at 1350 hours.

03/24/2018, 16:24: no sign of bears until about 1700 hours. Sow and cubs walked on top of hill. Sow was watching cubs play in the snow. At 1745 hours, sow and cubs went back out of sight behind hill. Bears seen on hill at about 2041 hours and were in and out of view until 2100 hours. No 
sightings after that. Stayed on scene until snow removal completed
work. Bears did not re-appear.Checked for bear activity about every 3 hours throughout the night. No further sighting since 2100 hrs. On scene @ 0035 until 0113. Back again on at 0328 for snow removal.  Bears not sighted.

03/25-2018, 07:00: No bears observed

 03/25-2018

Female with cubs detected at den. Observed over 5 days, including during snow clearing activities on adjacent roadway 400 yds away. Traffic was minimized otherwise.  The Female responded with attention toward the activities, at one point approaching the activities and at another point turning to look. The female left the site with the cubs after 5 full days (120 
hrs), with no obvious stimulus causing her to leave, slowly walking NW until they were 2.5 miles away and then no longer visible. The den was declared abandoned 48 hours after she initially left.
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