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Feathering turbines below established wind speeds is a critical conservation measure to reduce 
bat fatalities at wind turbines.   Habitat Conservation Plans (HCP) use curtailment to minimize 
bat fatalities and Technical Assistance Letters (TAL) use curtailment to reduce bat fatalities such 
that take of federally listed bats is unlikely. 

To show that the turbines were operating as expected and according to the curtailment plan, the 
Service will request data from at least five turbines be provided for between two to four nights 
during each curtailment season (April 1 – May 15 and/or May 16 – July 31 and/or August 1 – 
October 15).  The Service will randomly select the turbines and dates after the curtailment 
season. 

Data should be provided in either a tabular or a graphical format (see examples below).  The 
precise presentation can be different, but it must be data from the turbines themselves that 
demonstrates that curtailment is occurring as described in the HCP or TAL. The following 
information must be provided for each turbine: 

• Date
• Time
• Wind speed
• Temperature – if part of the curtailment strategy
• System code – the code used to program and indicate the operational state of the turbine

Example 1: Graphical Format – preferred 
If temperature is part of the curtailment strategy then it should be included in the graph. 
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Example 2:  Tabular Format  
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