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Candidate Species
What are candidate species?
Candidate species are plants and
animals for which the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS) has sufficient
information on their biological status
and threats to propose them as
endangered or threatened under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA), but for
which development of a proposed
listing regulation is precluded by other
higher priority listing activities. The
current list of FWS candidate species is
available at https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/
report/candidate-species. The National
Marine Fisheries Service, which has
jurisdiction over most marine species,
also maintains a list of “species of
concern” for which more information is
needed before they can be proposed for
listing.

for listing under the
ESA. The FWS
Regional Offices
then provide
recommendations
for additions to the
candidate list to the
FWS Director,
whose concurrence
is necessary before
a species becomes
an official candidate
species. Candidate
species are assigne
a listing priority
from 1 to 12 based
on the magnitude of
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threats they face,
the immediacy of
threats, and their taxonomic uniqueness
(for example, full species have higher
priority than subspecies). The species’
listing priority dictates the relative order
in which proposed listing rules are
prepared, with the species at greatest
risk (listing priority 1 through 3) being
proposed first. Species may also be
placed on the candidate list through the
petition process (https://www.fws.gov/
endangered/what-we-do/listing-petitionprocess.html)
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Section 4 of the Endangered Species Act

of endangered species requires a means
of addressing species that have not yet
been listed but face immediate,
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requirements associated with listed
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How does the public know what
greater management flexibility to
Identification of potential candidates is species are candidates for listing?
stabilize or restore these species and
a cooperative effort. The FWS
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endangered species specialists work
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greatest need of the ESA’s protective
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for possible listing. While there is no
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and tribal governments, business and
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industry, academia, conservation
such a list, we believe that it is important
listing.
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