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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System is to administer a national network of lands and waters for the conservation, management and, where appropriate, restoration of the fish, wildlife and plant resources and their habitats within the United States for the benefit of present and future generations of Americans.�As part of our effort to keep our mission relevant to all Americans, we emphasize that NWRS lands and waters are places where wildlife AND PEOPLE thrive.
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America's Best Idea
Parks, Forests and
WILDLIFE REFUGES
It all started in 1903 when President 
Theodore Roosevelt founded what 
is now Pelican Island National 
Wildlife Refuge in Florida.

At 120 years old, the National 
Wildlife Refuge System is the heart 
of the federal public lands system 
and ensures America’s wildlife have 
homes across the country.

State of the System

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At nearly 120 years old wildlife refuges are a key component of the public lands.  ��They not only provide recreation opportunities like parks and forest, they also ensure wildlife conservation across the country.It all started in 1903 when President Theodore Roosevelt founded what would become the National Wildlife Refuge System at what is now Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge in Florida to protect birds from market hunters.



Units of the National Wildlife Refuge 
System serve a purpose distinct from 
that of any other public lands.

Wildlife conservation drives the 
purposes for which each refuge is 
established, the recreational 
activities offered, and the resource 
management tools used.

Refuge Purposes

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
National wildlife refuges are distinct from other public lands in their purpose and in the way they are established.Wildlife conservation drives everything on national wildlife refuges, from the purposes for which each refuge is established to the recreational activities offered to the resource management tools used.�The Refuge System is the only federal land management agency that can react to species habitat needs, such as impacts from climate change, and establish new refuges or expand existing refuges to meet those needs.�There are two ways a NWRS unit may be established: legislatively by Congress or administratively by the USFWS Director.�The President used to have authority to establish NWRS units but no longer does.



850 million acres of land and waters dedicated to wildlife 
conservation

50 States 
+ 5 Territories

75 Wilderness Areas 
on 64 Refuge System 

Units

568 
National Wildlife 

Refuges

38 Wetland 
Management Districts

850 million acres of lands and waters
dedicated to wildlife conservation 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
While the Refuge System dates its origin to 1903, it is undergirded today by the 1997 National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement ActMost of how we grow and manage the refuge system is guided by the principles we established in 2011 during the Conserving the Future effort.�Simply read numbers across the slide and, if you wish, riff any of them.�180 of the 568 national wildlife refuges are coastal refuges.



850
Million Acres 

Submerged Lands 
and Waters

5
Marine National 

Monuments

150+
Marine Protected 
Areas as Part of a 
Worldwide Effort

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Service is responsible for conserving a vast inventory of marine resources – more than 760 million acres extending above the Arctic Circle along the north shore of Alaska to south of the equator at Rose Atoll, and even to the depths of the Mariana Trench. Within the Refuge System, the Marine Program seeks to integrate all of the Service’s efforts for the stewardship of priority marine areas in the Pacific and Atlantic.  We partner with NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) to cooperatively manage five marine national monuments. We also partner with state and territorial governments and others to conserve the ocean and remote islands and atolls in it. Oceanographer and explorer Sylvia Earle has called the marine national monuments “hope spots” for ocean health.�Four marine national monuments are in the Pacific Ocean:Papahanaumokuakea Marine National MonumentPacific Remote Islands Marine National MonumentMarianas Trench Marine National MonumentRose Atoll Marine National MonumentOne is in the Atlantic:Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monument 



Numbers from FY2023 congressional reports
and agency budget justification documents.

USFS
30,577 FTE
$7.0B* Budget
193M Acres

BLM
9,832 FTE
$1.5B Budget
245M Acres

Federal Public Lands
At a Glance

Wildlife Refuges
2,434 FTE
$541M Budget
760M Marine Acres
90M Land Acres

NPS
18,936 FTE
$3.6B Budget
85M Acres

*discretionary appropriations only

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
… and we do it all with less.Compared to other federal land management agencies: We have equal or greater management responsibilities But we have significantly fewer resources to accomplish our mission 



Full-time 
Workforce do  25%

Visitation up 36%
since FY2010

13 new refuges
597 million 
marine acres

FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22

FTE 3048 3244 3213 3020 2800 2773 2797 2761 2599 2599 2448 2434 2424

Total Visits 44,48 45,73 47,05 47,46 46,91 48,47 50,22 52,72 55,79 59,75 61,45 65,01 67,033

3048

3244
3213

3020

2800
2773

2797
2761

2599 2599

2448 2434 2424

67,033

 -

 10,000

 20,000

 30,000

 40,000

 50,000

 60,000

 70,000

 80,000

2000

2200

2400

2600

2800

3000

3200

3400

FTE Total Visits

Full-time 
Workforce

20%

Visitation up 36% 
since FY2010

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We serve 67 million annual recreation visits. An increase of 36% since FY2010.  National wildlife refuges saw unprecedented numbers of returning and new visitors during the COVID Pandemic. This increased use has highlighted the importance of accessibility to nature for our mental and physical health and the important role of refuges in providing nearby nature opportunities.



NWRS Operations & Maintenance
FY 2010 – FY 2023 Budget Requests vs. Consumer Price Index (CPI) Inflation

(In FY 10 Dollars - per Bureau of Labor Statistics)

FY 10 FY 11 FY 12 FY 13 FY 14 FY 15 FY 16 FY 17 FY 18 FY 19 FY 20 FY 21 FY 22 FY 23

Inflation
Adjusted

(FY 10 Dollars)
$508,69 $526,63 $538,01 $543,20 $552,24 $553,18 $562,23 $573,71 $588,18 $598,56 $605,63 $643,31 $688,86

Actual $502,80 $492,05 $485,69 $452,58 $472,20 $474,20 $481,42 $483,92 $486,75 $488,25 $502,40 $503,85 $518,76 $541,55

Inflation
Adjusted
(FY 10 Dollars)

Actual



Wildlife Refuges are on the 
frontlines of adapting and 
mitigating climate impacts, 
invasive species, and national 
wildlife population declines. 

Environmental Stressors



Water
Management

Species
Interventions 

Habitat 
Restoration

Law
Enforcement

Land
Acquisition 

We deploy a host of scientifically sound 
management tools to address 
conservation challenges.

What We Do 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Refuges deploy a host of scientifically sound management tools to address biological challenges. These tools span active water management to wilderness character monitoring, all aimed at ensuring a balanced conservation approach to benefit both wildlife and people. 



We work toward a life-cycle 
approach to infrastructure 
management.
This proactive approach
emphasizes regular
scheduled maintenance
instead of deferring 
maintenance to failure.

Great American 
Outdoors Act

$95 Million
Infrastructure



DEFERRED MAINTENANCE BACKLOG
Four Scenarios

DMResolves

Billion

A $28 billion

B $27 billion

C $8 billion

D $0.4 billion

FY22 
Appropriations (w/o 
GAOA @ $95 Million).

FY22 Appropriations 
with GAOA for five 
years @ $95 million

FY22 + Permanent
GAOA @ $285M w/ 50% 
invested in 
Maintenance 
Workforce

Full Life-cycle Funding
w/ 50% invested in 
Maintenance 
workforce
$665 million per year

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
•The Great American Outdoors Act, signed into law in 2020, provides up to $1.9 billion a year for five years to maintain infrastructure on public lands. The landmark law, also known as the Public Lands Legacy Restoration Fund, fills a critical need. But that need won’t disappear in five years, no matter how wisely we spend now.  •The law sets aside 5% of the funding cap, up to $95 million annually, for the FWS for FY21 through FY25. GAOA applies to the NWRS program only.  The final bill had a reduction from 15% to 5% for the FWS. •The current GAOA funding provides only enough to slow the backlog growth.



Resist-Adapt-Direct

Climate Resilience

RAD Framework

We address climate stressors through 
the Resist-Accept-Direct 
(RAD) Framework, which helps 
simplify the response to climate 
change.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The example shown in this photo is Winnie Depot where refuge staff use the RAD Framework- to Resist, Accept, and Direct impacts from increasingly damaging weather events. The RAD Framework addresses climate stressors by using management actions to maintain or restore historical or acceptable conditions (resist), allow the change to happen without intervention (accept), or actively shape management processes towards a new desired condition (direct). 



Marine Ecosystems
We provide healthy marine 
habitats that allow 
ecosystems to better 
buffer against local and 
regional stressors and 
support blue carbon 
sequestration.

Climate Resilience

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Refuge System collaborates with other federal and state agencies regarding climate resiliency through working groups on ocean acidification, biodiversity, coastal research, and coral reef health.



Climate Resilience

We are achieving carbon 
neutrality through 
sequestration and 
investments in energy 
audits and sustainable 
infrastructure 
(net zero, solar).

Carbon Neutrality

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sequestration– SE peat example keep carbon in groundThe Refuge System manages the Service’s energy and sustainable building programs, provides direction and technical support to Regions and field stations, and mitigates greenhouse gas emissions Service-wide by:identifying and implementing energy conservation measuresassisting facilities in meeting sustainable building standardsimplementing renewable energy projectsReinvigoration of the energy program is underway with expansion of a programmatic structure that will improve data quality, standardize energy audit processes, and incorporate consideration of energy conservation and renewable energy measures into project scoping and planning.Need to adequately fund the FWS life-cycle investments to achieve this objective.We will leverage the Climate Conservation Corps to support this effort.



American 
Rescue Plan Act

Increased preparation and 
response capacity among states 
and tribes through grants, FWS, 
and Department of Interior.

$10 Million for 
Wildlife Health

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Per Sam Gibbs 9/22/22NWRS (the Wildlife Health office) received $10M from ARPA. That is going towards:Wildlife Health Coordinators ($3M total, $150,000 per year per coordinator for three years)4 Regional AFWA Wildlife Health Coordinators (SEAFWA, MAFWA, NEAFWA,, WAFWA)1 Native American Wildlife Health Coordinator (Native American Fish and Wildlife Society)�Increased Wildlife Health office capacityPublic Health, Wildlife Welfare, Field VeterinariansPolicy, Water quality, Human dimensions specialists�Disease preparation and responseWildlife disease and biosafety cachesHarmful Algal Bloom equipment and suppliesOutbreak response equipmentWildlife disease trainingNWRS personnelState personnelSponsored coordination eventsWildlife Disease Association conferenceWildlife Health ForumPrograms that received ARPA funds:Providing the subject matter expertise for the Science Applications’ Zoonotic Disease Initiative grant programChair the Office of Law Enforcement’s Zoonotic Disease Task Force’s Scientific Lean TeamSupport International Affairs through our DOI One Health Group chairmanship and subject matter expertise



Some wildlife  refuges 
are  tourist  dest inat ions, 
but  most  are  accessible  public 
lands that  nearby communit ies can  
enjoy regular ly.

People

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some wildlife refuges are tourist destinations, but most are accessible public lands that nearby communities can enjoy regularly. There is at least one refuge in every state and territory and within an hour’s drive of most major cities.This accessibility makes it easy for communities to enjoy their wildlife heritage.Visitors access refuges by car, boat, bike, plane and sometimes public transportation.The FWS works to ensure that the roads, trails and parking areas are welcoming and safe for visitors of all abilities.



We serve 67 million annual recreation visits.

2.1 M
Education & 

Interpretation
8.6 M

Fishing
2.6 M

Hunting
16.4 M
Wildlife 

Photography

42.1 M
Wildlife 
Viewing

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Wildlife-Driven Recreation OpportunitiesThe National Wildlife Refuge System Improvement Act of 1997 identifies six priority recreational uses: hunting, fishing, wildlife observation and photography, and environmental education and interpretation.These activities are priorities on every refuge, if found compatible with the refuge’s statutory purposes.



Positive and Welcoming
Customer Experience
As a High Impact Service Provider 
(HISP), wildlife refuges are 
improving the virtual and in-
person customer experience.

For All People

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Customer-Centered�The Office of Management and Budget identifies the Refuge System as a high-impact service provider.We work to maintain a high level of customer satisfaction by:operating visitor centersimproving our signagedesigning, installing and maintaining accessible trailsconstructing viewing blindsissuing special use permitscontracting with private concessions and leveraging low recreation fees for facility improvementsmonitoring visitor satisfaction. A national survey is conducted every five years on a rotating basis at refuges that have at least 50,000 visits per yearWe are receiving $1 million in BIL funds of $1 million breaks down as follows to address resilient recreationNWRS National Visitor Survey (COVID catch‐up) $300,000Welcoming Orienting and Signage $600,000Improving Virtual Recreational Trip planning and Customer Experience assessments (Touchpoints installation) $100,000



15,301
Volunteers

101
Urban 

Communities

180
Friends 
Groups

Working With Others 
We practice COMMUNITY-CENTERED CONSERVATION

1000s of 
Private

Landowners

50+
National

Youth Partners

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We practice community-centered conservation as seen through a host of diverse partners that support our work, Friends, volunteers, youth groups, private landowners and local communities. Riff on each number as you wish.��One point, though:�Volunteers numbers have been drastically impacted by COVID.� The NWRS hosted 38,000 volunteers in FY 2019.�That number was down to 15,301 in FY 2022.



Community-focused: Prioritize
community needs with long-term 
commitments.

Intentional: Adopt methods that are well-
informed, purposeful, and measurable. 

Inclusive: Implement equitable solutions 
in solving conservation challenges.

Collaborative: Form transformational 
partnerships to increase the collective 
impacts.

Community-Centered 
Conservation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A vital aspect of our community-centered conservation is being more inclusive to historically underserved communities. The model is …Community-focused: Prioritize community needs with long-term commitments. Intentional: Adopt methods that are well-informed, purposeful and measurable.   Inclusive: Implement equitable solutions in solving conservation challenges.� Collaborative: Form transformational partnerships to increase the collective impacts.



Cultural Heritage
Critical means of 
engagement with Native 
American Tribes.

We are stewards of 16,914 
cultural resource sites and 
6 million museum property 
items.

For All People

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Service-wide Cultural Resources program is entrusted with preserving and protecting the sites and artifacts of people who, for thousands of years, lived on and visited lands that are now refuges.The program is a critical means of engagement with Native American Tribes and other descendant communities via consultation on trust resources and through careful stewardship of sensitive and sacred museum collections.The Service monitors and protects thousands of cultural and historic sites, including sites sacred to Native Americans, ancient burial mounds, Tribal and settler cemeteries, homesteads, lighthouses, fish hatcheries and battlegrounds.



Urban Wildlife Conservation For All People

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Urban Wildlife Conservation Program is a major element of our effort to engage local and historically underserved communities in new ways that yield beneficial outcomes for wildlife and people.�80% of Americans live in cities.With more than 100 national wildlife refuges within 25 miles of major cities, the Urban Wildlife Conservation Program was created to improve access to nature .The Urban Program takes our conservation message to people where they live.The Urban Program works to foster long-term partnerships with systemically marginalized communities to address racial inequality in wildlife conservation.The NWRS and Migratory Birds Program strategically allocate $7.7 million a year to scale local solutions to the broader wildlife conservation community.The FWS is committed to evaluating our progress to ensure we are strategic and adaptive, and we achieve our goals from planning and implementation to measuring outcomes and impact.  Evaluations of our urban refuges have informed our current strategic plan, especially its focus on being collaborative, inclusive, intentional and community-focused to improve engagement.



Projects on wildlife refuges 
aim to increase equity in 
outdoor access by leveraging
FHWA funding with 
community partners from 
transportation funding.

Access
For All People

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are increasing equitable access to outdoor recreation by leveraging  $157+ million in projects with community partners.  We are using these leveraged funds to:  Make it easier for all Americans to access refuges and ensure they feel welcome and safe. Improving equitable access by working with local communities to identify both easy solutions and longer term projects, leveraging funding sources, and applying to Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP) grants and other funding From 2013-2020, FWS collaborated with state and local partners to successfully apply for 102 FLAP awards totaling over $157 million. With these projects, the Service has partnered with local communities to increase racial equity in accessing refuges and hatcheries. We are taking a strategic approach to ensure success. For over 20 years, the Service has been improving, building and maintaining our publicly accessible roads, trails, parking lots and other transportation assets in partnership with the DOT Federal Highway Administration.  FWS has received nominally flat funding at $30M annually since 2005, equating to a $7 million loss in real funds. FWS requires $102M annually to maintain current assets in good condition and deliver projects that provide safe, reliable access to Service lands. That amount is less than $2 per visitor per year. ----------------------------------------Additional details:Congress expressly stated that the Federal Lands Transportation Program (FLTP) is to be jointly administered by the Secretaries of DOI and DOT. Through this program, we can:address climate change by implementing resilient infrastructure and design practices, aid conservation by installing wildlife wildlife-friendly and passage features, create economic growth by spending funds in local communities, continue engaging with local communities to co-develop equitable access and ensure people of all backgrounds can enjoy their lands. DOI would benefit from a closer Secretary to Secretary relationship to ensure the FLTP is jointly administered, that DOI goals and priorities are supported, and that the land management agencies’ conservation missions are implemented.  Leveraging Volpe (DOT) and federally managed lands to support the nation’s transition to electric vehicles by strategically investing in EV charging stations where the demand and gaps are the greatest.  We are working toward integration of electric vehicles and equipment into the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 



CLIMATE ADAPTATION 
INTERNSHIPS

Inventory and Monitoring 

We are mobilizing the next 
generation of climate 
resilience workers.

Maintenance Trades + 
Scientists + Land Managers +
Fire Fighters + Community 
Engagement+ Resource 
Protection

Civilian Climate 
Corps

For All People

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are ensuring the next generation includes youth from all backgrounds through:  Diversity Recruitment  We partner with more than 50 youth-serving organizations.  Living-Wage Internship  We are increasing living-wage internship opportunities to ensure we attract leaders from broad socioeconomic backgrounds.  Clear Pathways to Careers To retain trained youth, we are addressing barriers including compensation level, ability to relocate, full-time employment and student debt. 



Environmental Justice
We have the first public land site to 
integrate environmental and economic 
justice into its strategic plan.

For All People

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge is an urban refuge a few miles from downtown Albuquerque, New Mexico.The refuge works closely with residents of the adjacent Mountain View neighborhood to create a blueprint for wildlife restoration and community health, addressing the effects of industrial pollution on people of the neighborhood.



Community and 
Resource Protection
For greater accountability 
and transparency, federal 
wildlife officers are using 
body worn cameras and 
undergoing cross-cultural 
training.

For All People

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Refuge System Law Enforcement was the first DOI law enforcement program to fully implement body worn cameras. This has resulted in greater accountability and transparency in law enforcement operations. Refuge System Law Enforcement has employed innovative training regarding cross-cultural communications. These efforts include partnerships with Alaskan Native Refuge Information Technicians and groups such as Urban American Outdoors in order to model and foster relationships across cultures.  The implementation of a cultural resources inventory and monitoring program is underway.  This will lead to better protection of resources under the Archaeological Resource Protection Act and Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act. 



Restore, connect and conserve 
30% of lands and waters by 2030 
through an inclusive collaborative 
conservation vision.

Climate ResilienceAmerica the Beautiful

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
President Biden has issued a call to action that we work together to conserve, connect, and restore 30 percent of our lands and waters by 2030 for the sake of our economy, health and well-being.�The Biden administration has launched America the Beautiful, a decade-long challenge to pursue a locally led and voluntary, nationwide effort to conserve, connect and restore the lands, waters and wildlife upon which we all depend.��The initial report released in May 2021 outlines the key principles that will guide our conservation efforts, including: Pursuing a collaborative and inclusive approach to conservation; Conserving America’s lands and waters for the benefit of all people; Supporting locally led and locally designed conservation efforts; Honoring Tribal sovereignty and supporting the priorities of Tribal Nations; Pursuing conservation and restoration approaches that create jobs and support healthy communities; Honoring private property rights and supporting the voluntary stewardship efforts of private landowners; Using science as a guide; and Building on existing tools and strategies with an emphasis on flexibility and adaptive approaches.https://www.doi.gov/priorities/america-the-beautiful



Provides corridor 
connectivity while 
helping to keep families 
on the landscape through 
easement acquisitions.

Land Acquisition

America the Beautiful

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Great American Outdoors law was used to permanently fund Land and Water Conservation Fund projects for land acquisition in the NWRS.Land acquisition:Conserves wildlife resources and their habitatsProvides corridor connectivity while helping to keep families on the landscape through easement acquisitions Provides a direct federal acquisition conduit towards meeting the 30x30 goal 



Marine Potential
The International Union for 
Conservation of Nature 
recommends that 30% of lands 
and waters be conserved by 
2030.
Currently 26% of U.S. waters 
are protected within the NWRS 
and co-managed Pacific 
marine monuments make up 
about 1/4 of U.S. marine 
protected areas.

America the Beautiful

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Simply read the slide text and riff beyond only if you wish.------Check on MOU for NOAA NOAA Signed the Memo in November We need the MOU signed so we can move forward SO amendments



Voluntary Land 
Conservation
Partners for Fish and Wildlife
Coastal Program

We work collaboratively 
with private landowners 
and coastal communities 
to benefit wildlife and 
people.

America the Beautiful

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program73% of the U.S. is privately owned, so to achieve landscape scale conservation we must engage private landowners. Honoring private property rights and supporting voluntary stewardship efforts of private landowners is the foundation of the Partners program. Successful private lands conservation centers around people and relationships. We strive to ground our efforts in trust, respect, honesty and open communication.  In many places, community-based partnerships are the most successful model. One benefit of this program is the power of a diverse set of individuals addressing local natural resource concerns now and into the future.--------Other pertinent information:RAWA (Restoring America’s Wildlife Act)Provides approximately $28M annually to divided up between the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program and other Service Programs for a total 4-Year investment of approximately $112M. (per Matt Filsinger 12/16/22)  Most recent bill language CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES.—$28M for each of fiscal years 2023 through 2026, to remain available until expended, shall be used for the United States Fish and Wildlife Service to work with non-Federal entities, including through, but not limited to, the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program, the Coastal Program, and the North American Wetlands Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 4401 et seq.)Coastal Program The Coastal Program works with local communities and others to voluntarily restore and protect coastal ecosystems on public and private lands by providing technical and financial assistance. In the 1980s the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service recognized that success of our mission hinged upon partnerships with private landowners. Rising to the challenge, visionaries started the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program and Coastal Program to work beyond the boundaries of the Refuge System.The approach is simple and effective: engage willing partners, through voluntary habitat restoration and enhancement, to conserve valuable fish and wildlife habitat on their property and in their communities.  These are the qualities that make the Partners and Coastal Programs effective at complimenting other Service programs and delivering strategic habitat conservation.Both programs provide financial assistance through cooperative agreements and work directly with community-based partners and landowners to benefit priority species and habitats in a way that benefits the landowners’ plans as well. We also provide technical assistance such as GIS support and restoration training, which allows us to have a broader impact on conservation by enhancing the planning, delivery and science of habitat conservation. The programs’ national priorities are to conserve species, promote habitat connectivity and ecosystem resilience using our strengths and partnerships through strategic conservation actions. 



Partnerships
Private Land-Owners

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program works with private landowners and local municipalities, while the Coastal Program works on public and private lands, which is especially important in coastal regions where there is a mosaic of landowner types. The programs work with a variety of partners and organizations in addition to landowners, State wildlife agencies and other federal agencies. The logos here are just a sampling of the partners we work with. 



We emphasize 
habitat connectivity 
across large landscapes, 
which is vital to fish and 
wildlife.

Wildlife 
Corridors

America the Beautiful

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Establishing wildlife corridors is a key objective of the America the Beautiful initiative.The Refuge System works with other Service programs to identify the best places to create, restore and conserve wildlife corridors that can ensure the health and function of American landscapes, especially in the face of climate change.Connected ecosystems are more resilient and contribute to people's well-being by providing ecosystem services such as flood control, clean air and water, nutrient cycling, pollinator habitat and open space for recreation. A few examples of wildlife species that depend on habitat connectivity for survival are salmon, monarchs, migratory songbirds, waterfowl, whooping cranes, and ocelots.



Program Statistics
Partners for Fish and Wildlife

Completed
More than 60,000

habitat conservation 
projects

Worked with
More than 50,000

partners

Improved

More than 7 million
acres of habitat

Implemented projects in all

50 states and 
territories

Leveraged
At least 1:4

In program to partner 
contributions

$

Endangered and Threatened 
Species Recovery

794 Benefitted
30 Downlisted & 

Delisted
28 Removed from 

Candidacy

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Since 1987…the PFW Program has completed more than 60,000 projects with over 50,000 landowners and partners. Resulting in more than 7 million acres of conservation across all 50 states and U.S. Territories. They leverage 1:4 wherein for each program dollar invested in a project, they bring in an additional 4 non-program dollars. They have benefitted over 794 T&E Species, including the down-listing and delisting of 30 along with removing 28 from candidacy.Over the past 35 years, we have partnered with more than 60,000 landowners, working together to care for more than 7 million acres of habitat for wildlife and people across America.



90% of private landowners who work 
with the Partners for Fish and Wildlife 
keep habitat restoration projects in 
place after formal agreements expire.



Program Statistics
Coastal Program

Completed
More than 4,900

habitat conservation 
projects

Worked with
More than 8,200

partners

Contributed to the delisting 
of

at least 15
species to date

Implemented projects in
39 states and 

territories

Leveraged
at least 1:5

in program to partner 
contributions

$
Protected & improved
More than 2.9

million
acres of habitat

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Since 1985 the coastal program has accomplished the following (#s current through 2020)...  Working collaboratively with partners allows our conservation efforts to reach beyond national wildlife refuges to urban and state parks as well as private lands. Through partnerships with government, private and nonprofit organizations, the Coastal Program has conserved 608,000 acres of habitat and more than 2,600 miles of stream habitat.  The Coastal program:Restores and protects habitats that create corridors for wildlife, including threatened and endangered species. Improves fish passage and aquatic habitats by removing barriers in streams, which often benefits wildlife and people upstream of the coast, too. Conserves natural ecosystem services and functions that enable wildlife and local communities to be more resilient to climate change. Draws on tribal partners’ distinctive sense of place, indigenous knowledge and connection to land and waters. Fosters connections with nature among disadvantaged communities. Enhances local outdoor recreation opportunities, including for visitors to national wildlife refuges. 



• 90% of private landowners who work 
with the Partners for Fish and Wildlife 
keep habitat restoration projects in 
place after formal agreements 
expire. 

Coastal Program projects address 
the upstream causes of coastal 
degradation.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
and have contributed to the recovery and downlisting of 13 species such as the Delmarva fox squirrel and Kirtland’s Warbler, and sustained the recovery and downlisting of 20 additional species



Regarding both wildlife 
conservation 
and serving the 
American public, we're 
responding to 
changing conditions to 
achieve our mission.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In closing …�In terms of wildlife conservation, the NWRS is using sound science to adapt to various biological and environmental challenges.In terms of serving the public, the NWRS is responding to changing demographics to take wildlife conservation to people where they are and be more welcoming and accommodating to people who visit FWS lands and waters.
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