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Welcome

Endangered Songbhird Destination
Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge
offers some of the best bird watching and breeding
habitat left in Texas for two endangered songhirds—
the golden-cheeked warbler and the now recovered
black-capped vireo. Both songbirds face a common
dilemma. They depend on very specialized habitats
to make a living, and those places grow fewer by the
day in the wake of development and human activity.
That is why this refuge has a critical role to play in
both preserving and restoring their homes.

A Melting Pot for Rarities

When you enter Balcones Canyonlands NWR, you
may. not realize that these hills carpeted in juniper
and hardwood trees fall at the juncture of the Great
Plains and the Gulf Coast bioregions. Life at nature’s
intersections tends to be rich and unique. Add the
unusual limestone geology of the Edwards Plateau
and it's not surprising to find plants and animals
adapted to live here and nowhere else.

Meeting Your Needs

The refuge’s public use areas are open 365 days a
year from sunrise to sunset. However, some areas
may be temporarily closed to the public to allow for
other activities like prescribed burning or hunting.
Visitors can learn more about the refuge by stopping
by the Refuge Headquarters on FM 1431 or from

the Lago Vista Chamber of Commerce. To reach the
Refuge Headquarters from Lago Vista, go west on FM
1431 for 5 miles past the intersection with Lohman
Ford Road. If you are coming west on FIM 1431, the
office will be one mile from the intersection with
Cow Creek Road. The office is on the north side of
the highway.
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Help Us Protect the Refuge

Please help us take care of our Texas Hill Country
heritage. To safeguard the endangered wildlife and
unique habitats of Balcones Canyonlands NWR, we do
not allow camping, fishing, pets, alcoholic beverages,
open fires and collecting of plants, animals, fossils or
artifacts. The use of electranic devices to call birds is
strictly prohibited.

Friends of Balcones Canyonlands
Friends of Balcones Canyonlands NWR is a non-profit
organization whose mission is to support wildlife and
habitat conservation at the Balcones Canyonlands
National Wildlife Refuge, and in cooperation with the
refuge help broaden public awareness, education,
and advocacy. To find out how to become a Friend,

or to learn more about other volunteer opportunities,
contact the refuge or the friends group directly at
www.friendsofbalcones.org.

Balcones Canyonlands
National Wildlife Refuge
Headquarters Office
Hours: Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

24518 E. FM 1431
Marble Falls, TX 78654

(512) 339-9432

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
1-800-344-WILD

January 2021

Photo: Jim Baines
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Balcones Canyonlands
National Wildlife Refuge

Trail Map
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This is a unit of the National Wildlife Refuge
System, a network of lands and waters
managed for the benefit of wildlife and people.



