
Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge                   29 Tabor Road. Swanton, VT 05488 
 

U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 

2026 Controlled Waterfowl Hunting Area  
Dates for Lottery Drawing 

 

Saxe's Creek Pothole & Shad Island (GREEN HEADINGS) 
• October 10, 11, 17, 18 

• Blinds Available on a First-Come, First-Served Basis on  

October 12–October 16, and October 19–December 8 

Long Marsh Channel & Metcalfe Island (BLUE HEADINGS) 
• October 10, 13, 15, 17, 20 

• Blinds Available on a First-Come, First-Served Basis on October 22, 24, 27, 29, 31;  

November 3, 5, 7, 10, 12, 14, 17, 19, 21, 24, 26, 28; and December 1, 3, 5, 8 

Junior Waterfowl Area - Long Marsh Bay & Charcoal Creek/Patrick Marsh 
(YELLOW HEADINGS) 

• October 28 

• Blinds available on a First-Come, First-Served Basis on October 31;  

November 1, 4, 7, 8, 11, 14, 15, 18, 21, 22, 25, 28, 29; and December 2, 5, 6. 

• Blind sites A & B in Patrick Marsh will have floating blinds in place.  

These blinds will be available to adult hunters throughout the season also. 

Lottery Applications are due no later than 3:30pm, September 7, 2026. 
(Note: The mail arrives at the refuge late in the afternoon, so please plan accordingly.) 

Drawing is September 9, 2026 at 10:00am. 

($10 permit fee from successful applicants must be received by 3:30 PM Oct. 8, 2026) 

*Please be sure to read the enclosed brochure in order to familiarize yourself with all the varying regulations in each hunt 
area. 
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U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Zoned Waterfowl Hunt Instruction Sheet 

Saxe's Pothole/Creek and Shad Island Pothole 
Enclosed is an application to hunt waterfowl on Saxe's Pothole/Creek and Shad Island Pothole Waterfowl 

Hunting Area for the 2026 season.  

This application is for the period from opening day through the first Sunday and for the second weekend of the 

waterfowl hunting season (October 10, 11, 17, 18). Thereafter, hunting privileges will be on a first-come, first-

served basis with self-service sign-in (Oct. 12-16, Oct 19-Dec 8) and permitting at Mac's Bend boat launching 

area no more than two hours before legal shooting time.  

Applications will be drawn until all days requiring pre-registration are filled. Successful applicants will receive a 

permit for the pre-registered date based on their preference of hunting dates. Each selected hunter may bring 

one guest.  

Please fill in your name, mailing address, daytime phone number, blind preferences and send completed 

application to: 

Refuge Manager 

Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge, 29 Tabor Rd., Swanton, VT 05488 

(802) 868-4781  

Please note the following information: 

• Only one application is allowed per hunter.  

• A public drawing to award hunting permits will be held at refuge headquarters, five miles west of 

Swanton, VT on September 9, 2026, at 10:00am. Attendance is not required.  

• Only hunters whose applications are selected will be notified.  

• A map of the Saxe's Pothole/Creek and Shad Island Pothole area is located in this packet.  

• Hunters whose applications are selected will be required to remit a $10.00 user fee payable by check or 

money order. The fee must be received by 3:30 PM on October 8, 2026, or the permit will be null and void, 

and the blind site will become available to standby hunters.  

• In an attempt to obtain more accurate harvest data, everyone hunting on the refuge is required to fill out a 

Harvest Report. This is accomplished by completing sections B & C of the permit and returning it to the 

Mac's Bend hunt box or mailing it to refuge headquarters. (Other report forms for non-permit areas are 

available at the Mac's Bend Boat Launch area & Refuge Office).  
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U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Zoned Hunting Regulations 

Saxe's Pothole/Creek and Shad Island Pothole 

Lottery Days: Oct. 10, 11, 17, 18  

First Come-First Served Days: October 12–October 16 and October 19–
December 8, 2026  

1. Hunting is by pre-registered permit from opening day through the first Sunday and during the second 

weekend of the duck hunting season. Thereafter, hunting privileges will be on a first-come, first-served 

basis with self-service sign in and permitting at Mac's Bend boat launch area, no more than two hours 

before legal shooting time on the day of the hunt.  

2. Hunting areas are zoned in Saxe's Pothole/Creek and Shad Island Pothole. Five parties will be permitted 

to hunt Saxe's Pothole/Creek sites 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. One party will be permitted to hunt Shad Island Pothole 

site 6. Hunters in Sites 1 and 2 may hunt only on the east side of Saxe's Creek.  

3. A party consists of up to two hunters.  

4. Hunters must hunt within 100' of the blind stake.  

5. Hunters have until one hour after sunset to check out by dropping their permits, with a report of hunt 

results, at the Mac's Bend hunt box.  

6. Each party is required to use a retriever.  

7. Jump shooting is not allowed.  

8. Hunters with pre-registered permits must sign in at the Mac's Bend boat launching area by 7:00 a.m. on 

the date of their scheduled hunt. After that time, other hunters may self-register for a permit and hunt 

unoccupied blind sites.  

9. This area will be open on a first-come, first-served basis with self-service permitting and sign-in at Mac's 

Bend no more than two hours before legal shooting time to qualified hunters during the annual special 

Youth Waterfowl Hunter weekend September 26 & 27, 2026. Hunters must submit a report of their hunt.  

10. In an attempt to obtain more accurate harvest data, everyone hunting on the refuge is required to fill out a 

Harvest Report. This is accomplished by completing sections B and C of the permit and returning it to the 

Mac's Bend hunt box or mailing it to refuge headquarters. (Other report forms for non-permit areas are 

available at Mac's Bend and refuge headquarters). 
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U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge Shad Island and Saxe’s Pothole/Creek 
Controlled Waterfowl Area 
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U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Zoned Waterfowl Hunt Instruction Sheet 

Long Marsh Channel and Metcalfe Island 
Enclosed is an application to hunt waterfowl on the Long Marsh Channel and Metcalfe Island Waterfowl Hunting 

Area for the 2026 season.  

Hunting is limited to Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays throughout the waterfowl hunting season. This 

application is for the first five days of the season when pre-registration is required (October 10, 13, 15, 17, 20). 

Starting October 22, hunting privileges will be on a first-come, first-served basis with self-service sign-in and 

permitting at Mac's Bend boat launching area no more than two hours before legal shooting time.  

Applications will be drawn until all days requiring pre-registration are filled. Successful applicants will receive a 

permit for the pre-registered date based on their preference of hunting dates. Each selected hunter may bring 

one guest.  

Please fill in your name, mailing address, daytime phone number, blind preferences and send completed 

application to: 

Refuge Manager 

Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge 

29 Tabor Rd., Swanton, VT 05488 

(802) 868-4781  

Please note the following information: 

• Only one application is allowed per hunter.  

• A public drawing to award hunting permits will be held at refuge headquarters, five miles west of 

Swanton, VT on September 9, 2026, at 10:00am. Attendance is not required.  

• Only hunters whose applications are selected will be notified.  

• Hunters whose applications are selected will be required to remit a $10.00 user fee payable by check or 

money order. The fee must be received by 3:30PM on October 8, 2026, or the permit will be null and void, 

and the blind site will become available to standby hunters.  

• Access to Long Marsh Channel is by boat or canoe only. Canoes may be carried across from the river. The 

Jeep Trail is closed to motorized vehicles.  

• In an attempt to obtain more accurate harvest data, everyone hunting on the refuge is required to fill out a 

Harvest Report. This is accomplished by completing sections B & C of the permit and returning it to the 

Mac's Bend hunt box or mailing it to refuge headquarters. (Other report forms for non-permit areas are 

available at the Mac's Bend Boat Launch area & Refuge Office).  
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U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Zoned Hunting Regulations 

Long Marsh Channel and Metcalfe Island 
Lottery Days: October 10, 13, 15, 17, 20  

First Come-First Served Days: Oct. 22, 24, 27, 29, 31; Nov. 3, 5, 7, 10, 12, 14, 17, 19, 21, 24, 26, 28; and Dec. 1, 3, 

5, 8  

1. Hunting is limited to Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays throughout the waterfowl season. The first five 

hunting days of the season will be by pre-season lottery. Thereafter hunting privileges will be on a first 

come, first-served basis with self-service sign in and permitting at Mac's Bend boat launch area, no more 

than two hours before legal shooting time on the day of the hunt.  

2. Hunting areas are zoned in Long Marsh Channel and Metcalfe Island. Three parties will be permitted to 

hunt Long Marsh Channel sites 1, 2, 3. Three parties will be allowed to hunt Metcalfe Island sites 8, 9, 10.  

3. A party consists of up to two hunters.  

4. Hunters must hunt within 100' of the blind stake.  

5. Shooting hours will be one-half hour before sunrise until 11:00 a.m. Hunters have until one hour after 

sunset to check out by dropping their permits, with a report of hunt results, at the Mac's Bend hunt box.  

6. Each party is required to use a retriever.  

7. A boat or canoe is necessary for access either from the lake or the river. Canoes can be carried across 

from the river. The Jeep Trail from Mac's Bend is closed to motorized vehicles.  

8. Jump shooting is not allowed.  

9. Hunters with pre-registered permits must sign in at Mac's Bend Boat Launch area no later than 7:00 a.m. 

on the date of their scheduled hunt. After that time, other hunters may self-register for a permit and hunt 

unoccupied blind sites.  

10. This area will be open on a first-come, first-served basis with self-service permitting and sign in at Mac's 

Bend no more than two hours before legal shooting time to qualified hunters during the annual special 

Youth Waterfowl Hunter weekend September 26 & 27, 2026. Hunters must submit a report of their hunt.  

11. In an attempt to obtain more accurate harvest data, everyone hunting on the refuge is required to fill out a 

Harvest Report. This is accomplished by completing sections B & C of the permit and returning it to the 

Mac's Bend hunt box or mailing it to refuge headquarters. (Other report forms for non-permit areas are 

available at the Mac's Bend Boat Launch area & Refuge Headquarters).  
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Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge Long Marsh Channel & Metcalfe Island 
Controlled Waterfowl Hunt Area
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Zoned Waterfowl Hunt Instruction Sheet 

Junior Waterfowl Area - Long Marsh Bay & Charcoal Creek/Patrick Marsh 
This area is set aside as a special training area for youths between the ages of 12 and 17 who use the area under 

the guidance of an adult mentor for the first four weekends of the duck season. Hunting by adults is limited to 

Wednesday mornings following the second weekend of the season, and weekends after the last youth hunt. Jr. 

Waterfowl Mentor Day is October 21, 2026.  

Enclosed is an application to hunt on the Long Marsh Bay & Charcoal Creek/Patrick Marsh section of the Junior 

Waterfowl Hunt Area. Please note that pre-registration lottery is only for October 28, 2026, the second 
Wednesday following the second weekend of the waterfowl hunting season. Eleven blind sites are available 
and include: blind sites 4–8 in Long Marsh Bay, blind sites C–F in Charcoal Creek, and blind sites A–B in Patrick 
Marsh. Please note that blind sites A & B in Patrick Marsh have floating boat blinds in place. After the pre-

registration date, blind sites are available Wednesdays and on the weekends after the last youth hunt on a first 

come, first served basis with self service sign in and permitting at the Mac's Bend Boat Launch area. Each selected 

hunter may bring one guest.  

Please fill in your name, mailing address, daytime phone number, blind preferences and send completed 

application to: 

Refuge Manager 

Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge 

29 Tabor Rd. 

Swanton, VT 05488 

(802) 868-4781  

Please note the following information: 

• Only one application is allowed per hunter.  

• A public drawing to award hunting permits will be held at refuge headquarters, five miles west of 

Swanton, VT on September 9, 2026 at 10:00am. Attendance is not required.  

• Only hunters whose applications are selected will be notified.  

• Hunters whose applications are selected will be required to remit a $10.00 user fee payable by check or 

money order. The fee must be received by 3:30PM on October 8, 2026 or the permit will be null and void, 

and the blind site will become available to standby hunters.  

• In an attempt to obtain more accurate harvest data, everyone hunting on the refuge is required to fill out a 

Harvest Report. This is accomplished by completing sections B & C of the permit and returning it to the 

Mac's Bend hunt box or mailing it to refuge headquarters. (Other report forms for non-permit areas are 

available at the Mac's Bend Boat Launch area & Refuge Office).  
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Zoned Waterfowl Hunt Regulations 

Junior Waterfowl Area - Long Marsh Bay & Charcoal Creek / Patrick Marsh 
Lottery Day: OCTOBER 28, 2026  

First Come-First Served Days: October 31; November 1, 4, 7, 8, 11, 14, 15, 18, 21, 22, 25, 28, 29; and December 

2, 5, 6.  

1. Adult hunters will be allowed to hunt from eleven blind sites on the Junior Waterfowl Hunt Area. Five 

blind sites in Long Marsh Bay and six blind sites in Charcoal Creek/Patrick Marsh are available to the 

public by pre-registered permit on the second Wednesday following the second weekend of the hunting 

season.  

2. Thereafter, blinds are available Weekends and Wednesdays starting October 31, 2026 on a first come 
first served basis with self-service sign in and permitting at Mac's Bend Boat Launch, no more than two 

hours before legal shooting time on the day of the hunt.  

3. Hunting areas are zoned in Patrick Marsh and Charcoal Creek. Two parties will be permitted to hunt in 

Patrick Marsh and four parties in Charcoal Creek. (Avoid private property line south of Blind F).  

4. Hunting is zoned in Long Marsh Bay to allow five parties.  

5. A party consists of up to two hunters.  

6. Hunters must hunt within 100' of the blind stake.  

7. Shooting will be permitted until 11:00 a.m.  

8. A boat or canoe is necessary for access.  

9. Jump shooting is not allowed.  

10. Hunters with pre-registered permits must sign in at Mac's Bend Boat Launch area no later than 7:00 a.m. 

on the date of their scheduled hunt. After that time, other hunters may self-register for a permit and hunt 

unoccupied blind sites.  

11. In an attempt to obtain more accurate harvest data, everyone hunting on the refuge is required to fill out a 

Harvest Report. This is section B of your permit. (Other report forms for non-permit areas are available at 

the Mac's Bend Boat Launch area & Refuge Office).  
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Missiquoi National Wildlife Refuge Junior Waterfowl Areas  
Long Marsh Bay and Charcoal Creek/Patrick Marsh 
Controlled Waterfowl Hunt Areas 
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Missiquoi NWR Junior Waterfowl Program: Fournier Tract 
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Fournier Tract Jr. Waterfowl Hunt Area 

New to the Missisquoi NWR Jr. Waterfowl hunt program is the Fournier Tract. This property was generously 

donated to the refuge by the Fournier family in memory of their son who loved to hunt waterfowl.  

This property is open, consistent with refuge policy for other controlled Jr. waterfowl hunting areas. The 

following rules apply to the new Fournier Jr. Waterfowl hunting tract:  

• Only Jr. hunters and their mentors are permitted to hunt the tract during the refuge's Jr. Waterfowl hunt 

season. Following the Jr. season, it will be open to waterfowl hunters first come, first served following 

refuge regulations.  

• One blind site will be available to Jr. hunters and their mentors and will be assigned by lottery for the first 

four weekends of the waterfowl hunting season.  

• Access to the site: 

o Jr. waterfowl hunters and their mentors may access the site either by boat or by car. If driving to 

the site, drive north on Campbell's Bay Road ~0.6 miles. Turn right on a dirt road just past the 

North End Cemetery. Follow this road to the end where two cars are permitted to park. Walk 

north along the shore to access the hunting area.  

o Following the Jr. Season public waterfowl hunters using the site are not permitted to drive and 
park and must access the site by boat.  

o Due to the small area available hunters are permitted to set up in any location within the 
Fournier Tract. No stake will be provided.  
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