




16U.S.C. 472l(b)(l0) authorizes the co-chairs to invite the head of any other Federal 
agency they deem appropriate to be a member of the Task Force. The following 
Federal members joined the Task Force in this manner: 

(1) Assistant Secretary of           State for Oceans and International Environmental
and Scientific Affairs

(2) Director of the U.S. Geological Survey

(3) Administrator of the U.S. Maritime Administration

(4) Chief of the U.S. Forest Service

The representatives of Federal agencies will serve at the pleasure of the head of each such 
agency. 

16 U.S.C. 472l(c) requires the co-chairs to invite representatives of the Great Lakes 
Commission, Lake Champlain Basin Program, Chesapeake Bay Program, San 
Francisco Bay - Delta Estuary Program (now known as the San Francisco Estuary 
Partnership), and State agencies and other governmental entities to participate as ex 
officio members of the Task Force. The ex officio representatives of the Great 
Lakes Commission, Lake Champlain Basin Program, Chesapeake Bay Program, and 
San Francisco Bay - Delta Estuary Program (now known as the San Francisco Estuary 
Partnership) are legislatively mandated and their terms are, therefore, unlimited in 
duration. Non-legislatively mandated ex officio members will be appointed by the 
co-chairs to serve up to a 3-year term. 

Non-Federal members of the Task Force and its subcommittee members serve without 
compensation. However, while away from their homes or regular places of business, 
non-Federal Task Force and subcommittee members engaged in Task Force or 
subcommittee business, approved by theDFO, may be allowed travel expenses, including 
per diem in lieu of subsistence, in the same manner as persons employed intermittently in 
Government service under 5 U.S.C. 5703. 

The authority does not specify a membership limit. 

13. Ethics Responsibilities of Members.

a. Federal Employees. Members who are appointed to the Task Force in their official 
capacity as Federal employees are subject to applicable Federal ethics statutes and 
regulations, to include applicable exceptions and exemptions.

b. Non-Federal Employees. Non-Federal members of the Task Force and 
subcommittees are appointed as representatives and therefore are not subject to 
Federal ethics statutes and regulations. However, non-Federal Task Force and 
subcommittee members may not participate in any Task Force and subcommittee 
deliberations or votes relating to a specific party matter before the Department or 
its bureaus and offices including a lease, license, permit, contract, grant, claim, 
agreement, or litigation in which the member or the entity the member represents 
has a direct financial interest.
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